








& | HIADVEAR-ENIDICOILEGIOR OOUBIENSBUE 


abe YEAR IN REVIEW « ~ ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PREDICTIONS FOR 1997 


IPRO | yw ON | Peo 






"HULK HOGAN 









| } : | Most Hated Wrestler 
mew Ang 1" ae _e@ ~ Of The Year 
; SUNNY | ULK HOGAN | ; (a 
— Manager Of The alli as 
vee SHAWN MICHAELS a ; 
.ew» Most Popular Wrestler ny 
=e Of The Year St Tay mm 
le a =— JOHNSON 
he, oe \ Most Improved 4 
: Es Wrestler Of The Year — 





ARD 
“en. ‘ 
L we. : 
Allen JOUNSOy i af 
MAE OF rer v0, 
“®eese. 7 
«3 ver py ' 
FEE Weng 
ree y * 
« 
_* 


Tag Team Of The Year 4 Le e 


$3.95 U.S. $4.95 CANADA £2.95 U.K. 











THE ii 
Wrestler/Rookie \ . 
Of The Year 


_ March 1997 





0°"72246"00388" "6 if 





INTRODUCING. THE OFFICIAL 
ECW HARDCORE HOTLI 






Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if RECEIVE 
oy have not called AY FREE ECW 
hosted Dy Ue The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! (MERCHANDISE) 











se CALL TODAY 
aT GET THE LATEST ON... 


e ECW Match Results 

e Wrestling News From Around The World 

e Extreme Interviews ... Uncut & Uncensored! 

e PLUS ... Test your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 


1-300-Ad6-ACCW (1-300-446-4373) 
IF YOU DIDN’T HEAR IT ON THE ECW HOTLINE, IT’S NOT TRUE! 


This service is available for bet couch tone and rotary-dialed phones 


Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 











4366/09-96 





MARCH 1997 









3 ~=«(1996: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
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COVER DESIGN: the most outrageous quotes, and much more 
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Here’s what the real experts, you, thought was the year’s best wrestler ... the 
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One of the hottest topics being 
discussed today centers around who 
will be next to join the NWO. Thanks 
Jo Senior Editor Bill Apter, we were 
uble to obtainwhat uppeured to be a 
list of potential new NWO recruits. It 
included some of the top wrestlers in 
the sport. Our readers had a lot to 
say about this list. 

“would love to-see Shawn 
Michae'sj join the NWO someday,” 
wrote Jennie Kaine of Norman, 
Oklahoma, "| think ‘The Heartbreak 
Kid’ needs to stop shaking his butt 
for 12-year-olds and join this men’s 
dub.” 
"Gelling The Ultimate Warrior 
would be «coup for he NWO,” sid 
“PW! Hotline” caller Mike Davies of 
Philadelphia, “Especially since he was 
supposed to be the WWF's savior last 
year. Warrior's appearance would 
‘hurt vot only WCW, but the WWF as 
| “didnt find the list too 
“impressive,” wrote Marie Conrad of 
Savannah, Georgia. "What | found 
impressive was that Bill Apter was 
able to get his hands on it.” 
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MORE “500” FEEDBACK 

I found the sixth annual “PW/ 500” 
(Winter 1996) to be an excellent issue, and | 
know the editors worked long and hard to 
complete it. However, I have a problem with 
this year’s rankings, or, more specifically, the 
non-ranking of Extreme Championship 


ECW valet Francine has wrestled only a few times, but she inter- 
feres in matches all the time. Reader John Feeney thinks she 


should have been ranked in the “PW/ 500.” 


Wrestling’s Francine. Francine may be a 
valet, but she did pin Stevie Richards in a six- 
person dog-collar match. Richards is ranked 
number 97. Francine has attacked such stars 
as Raven (number 37), the Dudleys, and The 
Eliminators. She has also survived a “Total 
Elimination” from The Eliminators and a 


superkick from Richards. 

I’m not saying that 
Madd Maxxine didn’t 
deserve to be ranked this 
year. My only problem 
with her is that she hasn’t 
beaten any man ranked 
in the top 100. 

I think a bout should 
be sanctioned between 
these two women, but 
not a regular wrestling 
match, since Maxxine 
would pin the slender 
Francine. I think it 
should be a special stipu- 
lation match, like an “I 
Quit” or anything-goes 
match. [ think Francine 
would have a better 
chance to win if she 
were allowed to use 
objects like tables, 
chairs, and cookie 
sheets. 

JOHN FEENEY 
Seaville, NJ 


We would like to 
thank PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED for listing 
us in the “PWI 500.” 
Even though we were 
listed for our singles abil- 
ities, we feel that we are 
the top tag team in our 
area, especially since we 
recently won the AIWF 
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We don’t get many letters from wrestlers thrilled with their rank- 
ing in the “PW/ 500,” but AIWF tag team champ Chris Windham 
and Jackie Anderson were pleased with their numbers. 


tag team belts during a bloody cage match. 

As far as we’re concerned, The Nasty 
Boys can be as nasty as they want to be, and 
Harlem Heat can keep on slumming. As long 
as the people throughout North Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia love us, we’ll remain 
on top of the AIWF. - 

JACKIE ANDERSON 
CHRIS WINDHAM 
White Plains, NC 
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The cover of the March 1987 issue featured many of the top — 
stars of 1986, including Roddy Piper, Lex Luger, The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express, and DustyRhodes. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: This special double-issue 
featured the best, worst, and weirdest of 1986, and included the 
fans’ choices for our annual Achievement Awards ... Topping the 
list of award-winners was Ric Flair, who was voted Wrestler of the 
Year ... Other winners included: The Rock ’n’ Roll Express (Tag 
Team of the Year), Roddy Piper (Most Popular Wrestler of the 





I recently picked up a 
copy of your Winter 1996 
issue and was appalled to dis- 
cover that I was not ranked in 
the “PWI 500.” I used to 
have some respect for you 
guys, but now that you’ve 
gone out of your way to de- 
liberately snub me, my opin- 
ion has changed. I’ve won 
titles up and down the East 
Coast. I’m talking about tag 
team titles, light heavyweight 
titles, and junior heavyweight 
titles—all in just two years in 
the sport. 

I’d list all the titles I’ve 
won, but I wouldn’t want to 
take up so much room in 
your precious magazine. You 
guys know all about me, but 
for some reason, you’re try- 
ing to ruin my career. It ticks 
me off to see all these names 
of people I’ve beaten listed in 
the “500,” while my name is 
nowhere to be found. 

It’s obvious to me that I’m 


the victim of some sort of conspiracy. You 
should be ashamed! 


STEVE CORINO 
Philadelphia, PA 


[Editor’s note: While we admit that we 
made a mistake in not listing Steve Corino in 
this year’s “500,” to say that we have con- 
spired against Corino—or any wrestler—is 
simply not true.] 


(Continued on page 80) 





Year), Paul Orndorff (Most Hated Wrestler of the Year), and Lex Luger (Rookie of the Year) ... The 
year 1986 was a year of expansion for wrestling. During one four-week period in the spring, four 
supercards were held. All the big events of 1986 were highlighted in the annual “Year In Review” 


section. | 
Magazine availability: Sold out. 
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HE WORLD WAS waiting 

| for “Mr. Perfect” Curt 

Hennig to make his return 

to active competition a few 

months ago, when he was 

scheduled to wrestle Hunter 

Hearst Helmsley in the WWF. It 

never happened, as Helmsley 

and Hennig were secretly 
scheming together all along. 

Now Hennig might indeed don 
the wrestling trunks soon, this 
time under the NWO banner. 
“There have been a lot of rumors 
going around about Curt Hennig 
having involvement in the NWO,” 
Hennig told me in a phone inter- 


view from his,Minneapolis home. : 


“Getting into the ring on the 
NWO roster is a very intriguing 
thought. | alone could make the 
NWO a perfect organization if | 
choose to do so. Hold your 
breath, world, it very well might 
happen soon!” 

“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan 
and Ted DiBiase, the two lead- 
ers of the renegade wrestling 
organization, say they’d be 
happy to see that happen. “Hey, 
man, | wrestled him many times 
in the WWF,” Hogan told me. “I'd 
pick him as one of my top five 
toughest opponents. Hennig 
wrestling again—if it happens, it 
should be in official NWO black 
and white, dude.” 

Paul Bearer has tried to get 
WWF President Gorilla Mon- 
soon to grant permission for his 
Executioner and several other 
men to stand around the ring 
whenever Bearer might be vul- 
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nerable to an attack by The 
Undertaker. 

“He’s made threats that put 
my life in danger,” Bearer ex- 


plained. “I’m just a manager. I’m 
not capable of defending myself 
against someone like him. | need 
protection.” 

“| will not give Paul Bearer any 
special protection,” responded 
Monsoon. “My advice to him is to 
just not station himself by the 
ring when Undertaker is nearby. 
Go to the dressing room and 
watch the match on a television 
monitor, but if you’re around the 
ring, | cannot be responsible for 
The Undertaker’s actions. If, in 
review, we find such actions to 
be inappropriate, we will deal 
with the situation accordingly.” 

ve heard rumors that Bearer 


Curt Hennig and Hulk Hogan had some great matches in the WWF in the early- | 
1990s, and now rumors are flying that Hennig will be the next man to join the NWO. 
Mr. Perfect seems intrigued by the idea. 





and Jim Cornette have had sev- 
eral meetings recently and might 
start working together in some 
Capacity. 

“All Ull say now is that Paul 
Bearer has my support in any- 
thing he does in regard to The 
Undertaker,” said Cornette. “He 
deserves special protection.” 

Feuding brothers lan and Axl 
Rotten have patched up their dif- 
ferences and will be teaming 
again soon ... Wolfie D and 
Jamie Dundee, once known col- 
lectively as PG-13, have also 
ended their feud ... Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese has signed 
for several matches in the Sun- 
shine Wrestling Federation ... 
Carl LeDuc, the son of Paul 
LeDuc (who competed with his 
brother Jos in Canada in the 
'70s), has been wrestling on 
WWF cards in Canada. He’s 
feuding with The Sultan. 

Double Delight’s Vinnie Bi- 
ondo has missed several match- 
es that he and partner Romeo 
Catino had signed contracts for 
in Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling. Romeo has asked 
Boogie Woogie Brown to sub- 
stitute for him until Vinnie re- 


«. 
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however, is more interested in getting protection against The Undertaker. 


turns, but Catino doesn’t know 
when that will happen. “Some- 
thing’s wrong,” he said. “I’ve 
called him and left messages on 


Is it all over for Double Delight, the most popular tag team in Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling? Romeo Catino (right) has lost contact with Vinnie Biondo 
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his machine, but he doesn’t 
return them. | show up at the 
restaurant we used to pig out at 
almost every Friday and he 
doesn’t show up. He doesn’t 
come to the cooking class we're 
enrolled in. Even his family does- 
n’t know why he won't talk to 
me.” 

| also tried calling Biondo, but 
he won't talk to me, either. 

Don Laible had a real tough 
trivia question last issue: “What 
veteran manager served in the 
U.S. Air Force before turning to 
wrestling?” The answer is Paul 
Bearer. This edition’s question: 
“Which former NWA World 
champ broke into the sport in 
1976 as the manager of ‘Crip- 
pler’ Ray Stevens under the alias 
Beau James?” The answer will 
appear in our April issue. 

When photographer Marti 
Funk, the wife of former NWA 
World champ Dory Funk Jr., 
took a photo of three ex-NWA 
champions, Dory, Lou Thesz, 
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and Jack Brisco, standing with 
current champion Dan Severn 
this fall, all seemed well. The 
photo was taken in Tampa, 
Florida, at a Cauliflower Alley 
Club gathering. What she didn’t 
know was that just a few minutes 


later, her husband and Brisco, 
his former rival, would engage in 
a battle of words that almost 
escalated into a fistfight. Several 
wrestlers eventually stepped in 
and calmed Dory and Brisco 
down. | 


“I’m retired,” said Brisco, “and 
| plan to stay that way. Dory 
Funk and | had some classic bat- 
tles, and | guess he thinks we 
never settled anything. I’m sur- 
prised he’d resort to this type of 
action in front of all the classy 
people that were around.” 

“Jack Brisco started it,” re- 
sponded Dory. “Yes, | wish he 
would come out of retirement for 
just one match, so we could bat- 
tle it out again. | think there’s a 
lot of anger left in both of us from 
years back. That still has to be 
settled.” 

If you’re a subscriber to the 
Cable Radio Network, make sure 
you tune in to a great call-in 
wrestling program’ called 
Squared Circle. \t’s on every 
Friday evening at 9 p.m. Pacific 
time. The show is hosted by a 
very knowledgeable man who 
calls himself The Shadowe. Sha- 
dowe’s guests have included 
Hulk Hogan, Bret Hart, Eric 
Bischoff, and many other 

(Continued on page 10) 


The old NWA rivalry between Jack Brisco and Dory Funk Jr., which began in the early-1970s 
(above) almost exploded again when, after posing for a picture with Dan Severn and Lou 
Thesz (below), they got into a heated argument. 
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wrestling personalities ... lf 
you re looking for a card with 
Doink the Clown on it, get on an 
airplane and go to Japan. He’s 
wrestling in the WAR promotion 
Lance Storm and Yuji 
Yasuraoka are the new WAR tag 
team champions by virtue of a 
win over Jushin Liger and El 
Samurai. 
Thumbs up to Public En- 
emy’s Johnny Grunge. Grunge 
was at a Century Wrestling Al- 


Leave it to “Diamond” Dallas Page to 
always find something about which to 
complain. This time he’s trying to con- 
vince us that he, not Dan Hodge, 
should have gotten this year's Editors’ | 

Award. 
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(Continued from page 8) 


liance card during which TV 
champion Knuckles Nelson got 
jumped by the CWA’s tag team 
champions, The Cash Money 
Boys. Grunge came to his res- 
cue, then accepted the Money 
Boys’ dare to team with Nelson 
later that night against them. 
Grunge accepted, and the match 
ended in a double-disqualifica- 
tion, with Grunge and Nelson 
dishing out most of the punish- 
ment. 

By the way, Grunge and Roc- 
co Rock are back together again 
as Public Enemy after taking a 
few months off to allow their vari- 
ous injuries to heal. 

Regarding the Achievement 
Awards in this issue, the only 


grief lve heard so far has come 


Now, REMEMBER 

BART, TEN STEPS... 

THEN TURN, AND~- 
FIRE 7 





from “Diamond” Dallas Page. 

“You guys gave old Danny 
Hodge the Editors’ Award?” 
Page said. “Yeah, | respect the 
man for what he did in the past, 
but really, guys, look what | did. | 
went from a manager to a mil- 
lionaire to a down-and-out bum 
to one of the most feared 
wrestlers in the world. | am the 
only man to have turned down an 
offer from the NWO. Guys, 
Danny Hodge ... really. Give me 
a break. Get your heads togeth- 
er, take that plaque away from 
Hodge, and put the good name 
of DDP on it.” 

Sure, Dallas ... anything. 

Thanks, fans, for another 
great year! I'll see you at ring- 
side! O 





LOOKING FOR A GREAT WRESTLING GAME? 
HERE’S THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest 
card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
federation of all time! And we've added new game editions 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 


You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and 
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If you haven’t ordered yet do it NOW because we're 
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WRESTLING GAME 


‘THE MAIN EVENT. 


DRACONIAN SHEIK | 
VS. 


SCION NEXUS 
The Draconian Sheik and his 


terrorist pals have invaded 
the GWE (Galactic Wrestling 
Federation)! Can Scion 
Nexus stop them? You'll find 
out when you schedule wild 
matches like this one 

in your fed! 





THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 
IS HERE! 
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M | AN optimist or a pes- 
A simist? 
j I've been told I’m a 
pessimist, and while I’m sure I’m 
not an optimist, | prefer to consid- 
er myself a realist. Anyway, | 
thought it might be an interesting 
Study into the psyche of Stu Saks 
to look back on 10-years worth of 
my columns for the 
year-end issues of 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED and see 
where my head was 
... and at the same 
time get a perspec- 
tive on the state of 
the sport through the 
past decade. 

March 1987: “To 
me the most interest- 
ing aspect of this 
years Achievement 
'86 fan poll is the jux- 
taposition of Roddy 
Piper from last year’s 
Most Hated wrestler 
‘to this year’s Most 
Popular. lf | were 
Hulk Hogan, I'd be 
‘pretty angry. After 
| what Hulk Hogan has 
done to elevate wres- 
tling to the presti- 
gious level it now 
enjoys, he should be 
voted Most Popular 
| wrestler until the day 
he decides to retire 
... Say what you will 
about Hulk Hogan's 
wrestling ability or his 
embarrassing appearances 
, on the Joan Rivers Show. 
‘82 Take a cheap shot at his thin- 
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ning hair. But don't insult the man 
by making him play second-fiddle 
to a maniacal backstabber.” 

March 1988: “Many of our 
readers have complained over the 
years that PW/ is anti-WWF or 
anti-Vince McMahon. That's not 
true. We are anti-monopoly. And 
when it appears Vince McMahon 
is getting too powerful, when he 
gobbles up this TV market or 
squashes that competitive pay- 
per-view effort or raids this pro- 
moter’s talent or tries to lock out 
competitors from that arena, we 
feel the fans will ultimately lose 
out.” 

March 1989: “McMahon, as 
strong as he has become, is vul- 
nerable. At a time when he is 
devoting a lot of resources into 
projects unrelated to wrestling ... 
he faces the biggest challenges to 
his reign as promotional kingpin 
... Jim Crockett was the man who 


had the foresight and guts to 
negotiate with McMahon for the 
re-acquisition of the TBS time slot 
in 1985, without which the NWA 
might have been killed. But while 
he always had superior talent to 
McMahon, he didn’t have Mc- 
Mahon’s seemingly unlimited 
resources and couldn't legitimate- 
ly compete on his level. Ted 
Turner can.” 

March 1990: “In 1988, Nikita 
Koloff married a pretty young 
American woman named Mandy 
smithson. They would never get 
to celebrate their first anniver- 
sary. Hodgkin’s disease took 
Mandy's life this past June ... No, 
Nikita did not do much wrestling 
in 1989. But he and Mandy were 
truly one, and when she fought 
Hodgkin's disease, he fought 
Hodgkin's disease, too. Nikita and 
Mandy Koloff made many of us 
look deeply into our own lives ... 





Roddy Piper Most Popular Wrestler of the Year for 1986, He thought Hogan deserved 
the honor. Not this year. 








Nikita Koloff should have been voted Inspirational Wrestler of the Year for 1989, the 


year he lost his wife, Mandy (shown), to Hodgkin's disease. Seven years later, Koloff 
is no longer involved in wrestling, but fans still talk about him. 


They showed us that life had no 
meaning unless we touch—and 
are touched—by another life. 
Nikita Koloff was the Inspirational 
Wrestler of the Year. Whether or 
not he receives a plaque for it is 
very unimportant.” 

March 1991: (Holiday gifts for 
the stars) “For Vince McMahon: 
Success in the bodybuilding busi- 
ness, so he can spend his time on 
his new endeavor and leave 
wrestling to people who have a lit- 
tle more respect for the sport and 
its fans.” 

March 1992: “| know this is the 
year-end issue, but would some- 
body please tell me what year it 
is? The ‘Nature Boy’ is the talk of 
wrestling again. Of course, you 
say, everybody knows that Ric 
Flair is making a run at the WWF 
World championship. So? Well, 
I’m not talking about that ‘Nature 


Boy.’ I’m talking about Buddy 
Rogers, pally. Buddy Rogers, my 
friends, is making a comeback. A 
real comeback against a 
wrestler who has no respect for 
his legend and would think noth- 
ing of crippling a 71-year-old man 
... Rogers’ career was thought to 
be in its tail stages when he lost to 
Bruno Sammartino in 1963. At the 
time, Buddy Landell was one year 
old. Rogers hasn’t wrestled on a 
full-time basis in about 25 years!” 

March 1993: “The biggest mis- 
take wrestling made during its 
meteoric rise in the ‘80s was to 
gamble on the support of its hard- 
core supporters. Now there are 
signs that promoters in every fed- 
eration are going to attempt to re- 
establish an emphasis on the 
brand of wrestling the hardcores 
love so much ... There are good 
times ahead for all.” 





March 1994: “We won’t shy 
away from news stories that im- 
pact the sport, but we will cringe 
when we have to report them. We 
want wrestlers and administrators 
to conduct themselves honorably, 
primarily of course because that is 
good for society as a whole, but 
also, admittedly, because it is 


necessary for the strength and 


longevity of the business of pro- 
fessional wrestling.” 

March 1995: “For the 23rd 
consecutive year, the sport of 
wrestling, through this publishing 
company, has given the fans the 
responsibility of choosing the 
annual year-end awards. This is 
serious business, These are the 
awards the entire wrestling com- 
munity looks to with great an- 
ticipation at the conclu- 
sion of the year. These 
are our sport's Heis- 
man, our MVP, our 
Pro Bowl.” 

March 1996: “May- 
be, Bruno, there is 
no place in your life 
for a sport that seem- 
ed to go out of its way 
to strip away its own 
dignity, and, in the 
process, do a great 
disservice to the men 
who would not ‘sell out’ 
for the almighty dollar. 
But not every fan is the 
product of the Vince & 
McMahon-Hulk Hogan rock ‘n’ 
wrestling era. Many of us—fans, 
writers, and wrestlers alike— 
learned to love the sport during 
the Bruno Sammartino years. We 
miss you.” C) 
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By Dave Lenker 


YOUR YEAR-END 


TOP 10 LISTS © 


Yes, it’s that time agains. asked for them, and.you 
delivered in a big way. Without further adieu, here are the 
best of this year’s lists: | 


TOP 10 REASONS WHY WRESTLING 
IS BETTER THAN OTHER SPORTS 
10—Wrestling matches are held 365 days per year. 

9—When a wrestler shoves a referee, the referee 
can shove back. 

&—Wrestlers don’t go on strike. 

7—Wrestlers aren’t whining, crying babies who pout 
because they are making only $10-million a year 
instead of $12-million. 

6—Kevin Nash swings a baseball bat better than 
anyone in the Major Leagues. 

5—Wrestling fans don’t paint their bodies and stand 
out in the freezing cold like a bunch of idiots. 

4—Elbowsmashes are illegal in the NHL. 

3—In wrestling, a champion gets to defend his title 
rather than having to wait until next season 
to try to win it again. 

2—Dennis Rodman isn’t a wresiler. 

... and the number-one reason why wrestling 
is better than other sports: 

1—Wrestling fans don’t have to pay $59.95 to watch 

a match that lasts 39 seconds. 
—David Miller, San Antonio, Texas 


TOP 10 NAMES AT THE DUDLEY 
FAMILY REUNION 
10—Downtown Dudley 
9—D-Ranged Dudley 
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ore D udleys, please! 


8—Dumpster Dudley 
7—Doormat Dudley 
6—Ding Dong Dudley 
5—Do-The-Dudley Dudley 
4—“Diamond” Dallas Dudley 
3—Duh-Duh Dudley 
2—Neon Deon Dudley 

.. and the number-one name at 
the Dudley family reunion: 
1—Snoop Dudley Dogg 

—Chris Moss, Lomita, California 


TOP 10 LINES YOU WILL NEVER OVERHEAR 
AT A WRESTLING CARD 
10—“Yes, sir, of course you may use your camcorder.” 
9—“That Shawn Michaels, he really shouldn't wear 
his pants so tight.” 
8—"Nice earring, Hacksaw.” 
—"Introducing our reigning tag team champions: 
Skinny Somosa and Fifi LaRue.” 
6—Sabu who?! _ 
5—"Here are your leftovers, Mr. Booger.” 
4—*This beer is lousy.” 
3—'‘So what do you think of Sunny’s new coveralls?” 
—"Thank you for the generous tip, Mr. Heenan!” 
... and the number-one line you will never — 
overhear at a wrestling card: 
1—Pardon me ... but do you have 
any Grey Poupon?” 
—Kylie McGowan, Worcester, Massachusetis 


CHEF D.Z. GILLESPIE’S TOP 10 FAVORITE 
WRESTLING MANEUVERS 
10—Tumbuckle squash 
9—Frying dropkick 


8—Scrambled legs TOP 10 POTENTIAL DOWNFALLS OF 





7—Ham R. Lock WCW’S CRUISERWEIGHT DIVISION 
6—Boston crabcake 10—Ultimo Dragon develops 
5—Souplex an intense fear of heights. 
4—Airplane spinach 9—John Tenta becomes 
3—Dinner roll mildly hungry and eats 
2—Tombstone pizzadriver Billy Kidman. 
.. and the number-one favorite wrestling 8—WCW crowd becomes 
maneuver of Chef D.Z. Gillespie: bored with Chris Jericho's 
1—What else ... the chicken wing! new triple-reverse 
—Adam Preller, Gulf, Illinois somersault piledriver off 
the upper deck. 
TOP 10 HEINOUS THINGS BRIAN LEE PLANS 7—\mmigration department 
TO DO TO TOMMY DREAMER raids WCW locker rooms 
10—Choke-slam him off a plane. and deports all but four 
9—Stick The Sandman’s cane through his head. cruiserweights. 
8—Get an impostor Tommy Dreamer 6—Gene Okerlund has to 
to beat him up. stand on his knees to 
7—Run him over with a Mack truck. interview newest 
6—Get the NWO to jump him. cruiserweight. 
5—Throw four tables off a balcony onto him. 5—Psicosis gets his mask 
4—After a monster-truck competition, push him caught in the rafters, and 
off a building and through 20 tables. his match has to be 
3—Get Yokozuna to use him as a chair. stopped. 
2—Put together an anti-Tommy Dreamer 4—Dusty Rhodes refuses to 
supergroup called Prime Time, with say “Juventud.” 
Deion Sanders as the leader. 3—Dean Malenko hits his 
.. and the number-one heinous thing Brian head and forgets 879 
Lee plans to do to Tommy Dreamer: holds. 
1—Tie him to a chair and make him watch an 2—Jimmy Hart realizes he 
M. Wall Street-Hacksaw Duggan match. qualifies as a 
—Juan Vazquez, Mount Vernon, New York cruiserweight and 
begins wrestling again. 
TOP 10 SIGNS YOUR WRESTLING ... and the number-one = a2 
PROMOTION IS IN TROUBLE potential downfall of No swimsuits, Maxxine! 
10—Your TV show is beat in the ratings WCW’s cruiserweight 
by Facts Of Life reruns. division: 
9—You recently held a “King Of The Trailer 1—Rey Misterio Jr. develops a love for 
Park” tournament Slim Jims and gains 300 pounds. 
8—Vanilla lce and Milli Vanilli sang the national —Justen Collins, Lenoir City, Tennessee 
anthem at your last show. 
7—You pay your wrestlers with coupons TOP 10 REJECTED WRESTLING 
and food stamps. MARKETING IDEAS 
6—Your top star missed the last show due to 10—Rey Misterio weight-gain powder 
a prior commitment at Denny’s. 9—Mankind foam mandible claws 
5—You use your dad's old belt buckle as 8—Jeff Jarrett karaoke tapes 
the championship belt. 7—Bastion Booger workout video 
4—Your TV show is sponsored by Leroy’s Pawn 6—“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin eraserheads - 
Shop and Big Ron’s Salvage Yard. 5—Madd Maxxine swimsuit poster 
3—Your wrestlers are all announced as hailing 4—The Sandman’s “Guide To Raising A Happy 
from the unemployment line. Family” 
2—You are currently promoting a show called 3—Bushwhacker designer clothes 
“Inmates Night Out ’96.” 2—Raven hairbrushes 
... and the number-one sign your wrestling ... and the number-one rejected wrestling 
promotion is in trouble: marketing idea: 
1—Your name is Vince McMahon! 1—Eric Bischoff self-defense instructional video 
—RHobert Gray, Benton, Iilinois —David Miller, Oaktown, Indiana 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those 
of the letter writers and Brandi 
Mankiewicz herself. They do not 
necessarily reflect the editorial 
views of this magazine.) 


AM SEARCHING the expan- 

sive brain in my pretty little 

head for the defining moment of 
1996. Was it the heinous betrayal 
of Hulk Hogan? Was it the sight of 
Nash and Hall “jackknifing” Eric 
Bischoff? Was it The Giant turning 
his back on Team WCW? 

If you’re missing my point (and 
judging from some of the maul I’ve 
been getting, I'd say most of you 
should have put “clue” at the top 
of your Christmas wish list), the 
New World Order has dominated 
the collective consciousness of 
every wrestling fan and journalist 
around the world. 

The NWO’s 1996 saga involves 
more than just one event. Rather it 
was an amalgam of events that 
crowded our minds with images of 
terrorism, paranoia, and fear. And 
you know what? I loved every 
minute of it. WCW ts on the ropes 
thanks to a few renegades with 
nasty attitudes. I look forward to 
seeing a lot more of them in the 
future. 

For now, I shall raise a cham- 
pagne glass to the new year of 
1997. Long live the chaos! 

In the words of Kevin Nash, 
“Attica! Attica! Attica!” 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


| TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034, 





Dear Brandi: 

Could you please tell me what it is 
that you do not like about Shawn 
Michaels? I have never in my life ever 
seen a more gifted athlete. Instead of 
calling him “The Heartbreak Kid,” he 
should be called “The Comeback Kid.” 

NANCY BALZER 
Mansfield, OH 
Dear Nancy: 

How about “Canvas Back”? How 
about “Pretty Boy Winning Ugly”? 
The only thing that Shawn Michaels 
has come back for is more adulation 
from pimply-faced, pre-teen, cotton- 
candy-for-brains fans. Frankly, I am 
waiting for the day when a real man 
holds the WWF World title. Oh, how I 
long for the days of “Big Daddy Cool” 
Diesel (the real one, not the impostor). 
Seven feet and 300-plus pounds. Now 


‘Twas the year of the NWO in WCW—a year Eric Bischoff and everyone else who had 





If you ask me, people are giving Shawn 
Michaels too much credit for what he did 
in "96. He was very lucky Davey Boy 
Smith didn’t win the WWF belt from him. 


there was (and still is) a man. A man 
who could win matches, both title and 
non-title, unlike Michaels. “Bulldog” 
beat him, Vader beat him, and 
Mankind practically destroyed him. 
Now go curl up with your Shawn 
Michaels blanket and have sweet 
dreams of his title reign, because soon 
that is all that you and Shawn will 
have. 


(Continued on page 18) 





to deal with Scott Hall and Kevin Nash would like to forget. | loved it all. Carry on in 


‘97, boys. 







WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HASBRO ACTION BE OUIS 


WORLD WRESTLING 


FEDERATION HASBRO 4 
INCH ACTION FIGURES 
a (ALL MINT IN PACKAGE)++ 
$15.00 each 
Brutus Beefcake 71 Doink 
Jim Duggan #1 Jim Duggan #2 
Ric Flair Ted Dibiase #3 
Hulk Hogan #4 Rick Stiener 
Berserker Scott Stiener 
Undertaker #1 Tatanka #2 
Bret “Hitman” Hart #1 Fatu 
Repo Man Samu 
Papa Shango Marty Janetty #2 
Tatanka #1 Giant Gonzalez 
E! Matador Luke Bushwacker #2 
Mountie Butch Bushwacker #2 
YELLOW CARDED FIGURES (1993) 
OWN Hatt oc, cccscsescesscerssccepacevasstess Shake .$25.00 
COURT ote vasa erate eceawerte tence ox cdenaadeh oemtcoecene rs $25.00 
Karras Sos cs cascstaacseepacsivncccovaenveseccauzezatate $25.00 
RARE swascescurvaeuedaratincans spabnsaziaGecsethiesiness $25.00 
RRAZOF RAMON ..cssececsseensseenssscacerenssesensaes $25.00 
RED CARDED FIGURES (1994) 
Le Sr ii eecatpudatecnedenateaaxpacdasatiecewcdesans $25.00 
Brat Hart 2 aAvesvcedesvesaseveccsrosssnsscvervsacay $25.00 
Miz Peftect Sey ia averrvennaniriaticntanaat $25,00 
Undertaker Wo. eicessscccssesessessessesassenceaedt $25.00 
OTHER RARE FIGURES 
Greg Valentin@ ....scccecsscserseesecssaneess -$30,00 
Bolts UHIUSTIROY ba iss cick thatianes ea ttntaarsetcnatians .$30,00 
Hogan w/HulKaplex ..........:.22:ecsaseensensnees .$30,00 
VU Sore te rece anrce cap ceias tnenetaen wee . $30.00 
TD AOTACIED aioe ewes eaves iach san au cgilbasieacaceivics -$30.00 
athe Savage Macho RIES ev vrvptrerivcavoess .$30,00 
Brutus Beefcake #2 (white/black) .....0.0-« $30.00 
DITTAY SUK oo. os eciescsasssnseacaasaceanpssss secon: .$30.00 
(Any 2 for $50. 00) 
TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
Legion Of DOOM .....ccscneeesceseereneesnecses -540.00 Set 
BusShwWackers ....ccccccccccceee dikaeepaieasiiaal $20.00 Set 


(Most other WWF Wrestling Figures Available) 
(Call for availability or send $2.00 for catalog) 
35 page Toy Catalog Available Containing: Science 
Fiction, Superhero & Horror Action Figures, and 

Collectible Toys. $2.00 
Shipping is $5.00 Per Total Order 
Payment Terms: 

Money Orders, Checks or Credit Cards 
Credit Card Orders Call 1-401-946-5720 
(Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM EST) 

FAX Orders to 1-401-946-8492 
(Orders Shipped Promptly - Money Back Guarantee) 


MAIL TO: 


FIGURES INC. 


/@8) 0H P.O. Box 19482 a | 
‘lohnston, Rhode Island 02919 












WWF BEND EM 5 INCH 










WCW 2ND SERIES 7 INCH FIGURES 
BENDABLE FIGURES a "ew, (All Mint in Package) (1995) By Original San Francisca Toy Co, 
7,00 each or (any 4 for aa (1995) esa t Randy Savage ..eccectssccren “00 n UE) asreserseees 20,00 
| “Bhitish Bulldog im i oeeancs 
123 Kid Goldust oe " 






Shawn Micheals | = ==" TRG Hatter Heat (red outfits) .... snnan 25-00 pa 


OFFICIAL WWF BENDEM 
re =~ SUPERSLAM WRESTLING RING 


va, Ring for the 5 inch WWF Bandem figures 
an ~ — comes with exclusive Paulbearer figure. 

























chs on pea ora aac te ta Hogan racing car, 
Peterbilt trailer and Richard Petty pit tour ruck. (Comes Mint in bax.) 


LIMITED EDITION $25,00 SET or 2 sets $40.00 


WCW HULK HOGAN 
HANDHELD VIDEO GAME 


(1995) By Micro Games 
Late be Hulk Hogan ina rescue mission. peat 


extra large screen and multi levels of ga 
er 5 500 


WCW MAIN EVENT 












cml MEXICAN WRESTLING ae ATION FIGURES 
ccgecceem 9 inch figures (199 : } 














$25.00 each or (2 for $40.00) 
‘(Choose from: Pieroth or Tinieblas 





























TRADING CARDS 
8 INCH LIN VINCE 
McMAHON FIGURE By Cardz (1995) 
, imited! 
Rare esa : 
$30.00 each 10 Packs For $10,00 
(Mint in package) 







Full Box of 36 Packs For am 










-~ _ Tun pease Fs WWFSSUPERSTARS6 | eM) 
OD iwoaee. vane a” INCH ACTION (ia ig 


' oan FIGURES 
$15,00 Each or (Set of 6 for $80.00) 
By Jakks (1996) 













Choose From: 





WWF WRESTLEMANIA 






3 TRADING CARDS Shawn Michaels Diesel Bret Hart 
Topps (1987) You get a full box : Fanah 
a ae packs of 9 ca or ie pst 


















$20.00 full box. 

MERLIN ITALIAN WWE TRADING CARDS 

2 (Rare) 12 packs of 8 cands (96 cards 
total) for $10.00 

ot WWF SUPERSTARS 


a STICKERS BY EURO FLASH 


j ) 
Spas 6 ser (0 sks a 100 


CLASSIC WWF 145 CARD | 
BOXED SET 


$10.00 complete set 


“THE UNDERTAKER” MAT CAPS & SLAMMERS 
1995 By Westrox 
















] Undertaker Cap Coffin 
2 Slammers (1 Undartaker & 1 Paulbearor) 
10 Mat Caps 
$15.00 Set 


WWF LIFESIZE STANDUPS 
(Each heath is ees 6 Feet Tall) 


By hévaned Graphics (1996) 


























SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWF 
COLLECTORS PINS (1991) SET 
INCLUDES: 

























RL a Slam WWF SUPERSTARS 
ee 3 _ Bossman, Roddy Piper and Bushwackers Ty | acho bette 
ae $10.00 sot of 6 | slong with the wrestlers symbol on 
WWF DELUXE 12 ue 



































INCH BY 18 INCH 
POSTERBOOKS $10.00 Set of 3 Pens 
by Checkethoard Press. ’ 
pate j ea 
ay s Contain: Hulk 
7 | a a and 
WCW 161 CARD SET thn = ad 
1) WWF Table Cloth “"3) Pack of 16 Smal Napkins 5) Pack of & Party Hats 
2) Pack of 16 Large Napkins 4) WWF Snake Bucket &) WWF Large Mylar Balloon 






Romplete se of cards fx ring Fl 
mplete set of cards featuring Flair, 
Sting, Freebirds, atc 






Complete Set for $20.00 Al 


W restling 






WRESTLEMANIA. | RSet 
CHAMPIONSHIP | © goo \mie 
BELT gl 
by LIN (1987). 












Authentic replica intra h hriepet seine reps 
changes picture on front, from WWF Medallion to Hulk 
Fits up to a 31 inch waist. List all champions prior to | 1 
RARE COLLECTIBLE 
(Comes in a factory bag) 
$20.00 each 











| 1985 WWF PRO WRESTLING STARS TRADING CARDS By Topps 
Each Pack Contains: 9 picture cards and 1 sticker) 4 Packs for $10.00 




























slo pot WARRIOR COMIC BOOK 
by Applause (1990) By Ultimate Creations (1996) 
$5.00 each ‘a is PS SUE SD ss ccceacecosvececnesvevesoseevaersererare OU 
BD Phen Frog: uiimate Warrier ahi S i PSSUG MF ip tecacasacomeasnesacsn ntttarseenceehiaa OO 
or Big Boss Ma ee 





All Distinctive Character Names ae Likenesses Are Frackenarks Of Their Copyright Owners. ; 








This is a picture of The Renegade during 
the match in which he beat Arn 
Anderson for the WCW TV title in June 
1995. We haven't heard a whole lot from 
him recently. That's a shame. 


Dear Brandi: 

This is more of a shout out to The 
Ultimate Warrior to go to WCW to 
help his old friend Sting. As you 
know, Sting doesn’t have anyone that 
he can trust. He needs you, Ultimate 
Warrior. Please help! 

HARRY DIN 
Johnstown, PA 
Dear Harry: 

I can’t hear you above the “din” 
of your shouting. The Ultimate 
Warrior can’t help. Sting should 
worry more about his interperson- 
al relationships and less about his 
new Marcel Marceau/Emmett 
Kelly/John Wayne Gacy look. Sting 
doesn’t need Warrior, and vice 
versa. Whiney-boy needs a color 
specialist. Warrior needs a career 
specialist, because his employment 
history is spotty at best. He has 
made more federation jumps than 
Kamala and The Barbarian com- 
bined. And one more piece of 
advice for him: Suck it up ... peo- 
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_ off the top rope 


Ceo ee | 


(Continued from page 16) 


ple make mistakes. Quit lurking in 
the shadows and make up your 
mind. WCW or NWO? That’s the 
question on everyone’s mind. I 
really don’t care. 


Dear Brandi: 

I am a great wrestling fan, and I 
want wrestling tapes, but every time | 
find a good one, it’s too high-priced. 
How do you get good cards for cheap 
prices? 

ALEX GOFF 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
Dear Alex: 

I gotta agree with you on this 
one. Videos are outrageously 
priced. In fact, I think WCW 
should pay you to take, say, both 
Uncensoreds away from poor, 
unsuspecting video retailers. It’s 
bad enough that we all have to take 
a second mortgage on the house to 
watch all the pay-per-views. My 
advice to you, Alex, is to rent a 
tape or three off Mom and Dad’s 
video account. Parents are goods for 
something. 


Dear Brandi: 

I’m just wondering what happened 
to The Renegade. Where has he been, 
and what is going on with him? 

DANA KREPP 
Lewistown, PA 

Dear Dana: 
Allow me to do my impression of 


someone who gives a frog’s fat lee~ 


about The Renegade. Ahem. Let’s 
see, last time I saw The Renegade, 
he was sans face paint, sans talent, 
and sans a winning record. 
Speaking of impressions, didn’t he 
do a knock-down drag-out of the 
aforementioned Warrior? If only 
he could imitate a wrestler. Now 
that would put him on the level of 
Fred Travelena and Rich Little, 
both of whom have a better shot of 
winning a wrestling title in my life- 
time. Impression’s over. Who 
cares? 


Too eee ee ere es | 





Dear Brandi: 

The recent “PWI 500” had a big 
mistake. Someone forgot Barry 
Windham, the greatest wrestler of all- 
time. Somebody even forgot to put his 
name on the “Farewell” list. 

CHRISTINE PENSE 
' Seattle, WA 
Dear Christine: 

All right, plebes, I am going to 
make this clear: I’ve toiled long and 
hard over that god-awful project for 
two straight years. If you don’t like 
it, ough! You pour through bio after 
bio and rank 500 wrestlers. I don’t 
mean to belabor a point that I made 
in my debut column, but enough is 
enough. And as far as Barry 
Windham not being included, he 
didn’t wrestle.during the fiscal year of 
August to August, from which the 
“500” is compiled, genius! He wasn’t 
on the “Farewell” list because we 
bade farewell to him the previous 
year, after he failed to wrestle in 
1995. Argh! (J 





| can pretty much guarantee you that 
Barry Windham will make the 1997 “PW/ 
500.” | say that because there's a good 
chance he'll wrestle regularly in '97, 
which is something he didn't do in ‘94, 
"95, or early-'96. 


TAKE US ON! 















#2: flee #3: Seeger a4: Bodybag #5: Wildfire Ké: Erie #7: Nook the #8: Derek Craven 
Stevene van Dorn Jones Johany Kage Darkstrom Secret heapon prc 








Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * &* NO ENTRY FEE! *&® * * 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put [Ragu yiteies 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the nng REGS, 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official | $} ANGIE 
[WA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 


65. BACKROLL PRESS 
66, BELLY TO BELLY 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque!. | & x . 


67. BIG SPLASH 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association 1s the onginal and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 


low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win | 7% =e 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! eed a 
. INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
21, EYE GOUG So take us on! Find out if you're tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the | 81 puepaven 
23, FIREMANS CARRYRAM” | COUPON below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1" for each opponent to: POWER SLAM 
26, FLYINGDROP KICK IWA Challenge SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 


x *«* * Box 5275 x’ * * 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 
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SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler lo go [i 


30. SNAP MARE 
sy ster rice ere against from the 10 al the lop. Remember to enclose $1® for each. 


MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) (ia Ss a ee ee ae ie een l 


a GANT SMmiG a ae ae ae ee | a ee ee ee ee ee 

at GRA evINE Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown al lef. List them 1 
OCK i | in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 

37. HEAD LOCK. i NAME (PLEASE PRINT) ll 

. HEAD hep 1 2 3 : in 5 

At GaSe AHP i ADDRESS | | oe A a ee ee ! 

res epee i Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the Its! of 30 shown al right. List them in fl 

44. MANAGER INTERFERENCE A CITY STATE. ZIP lhe order lo be used. Use each hold only once i 

ie OVERHEAD TOSS i 1 2 3 4 5 {| 

47. POLE RAM a Oe a OE Se _——— ee 

48. REVERSE CHINLOCK WRESTLERS NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold f 

49 eee i from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 letlers and spaces 

4 Sapa ae j WRESTLER'S HEIGHT , WRESTLER'S WEIGHT i 

53. SHOULDER BRE i FINISHING HOLD i 

54. SUNGSHOT 


58. SURFBOARD 
59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 


TOP 10 


l SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 


(8S) WWF World champion 


2 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, Il 


(5) No. 1 contender: WCW World title 


3 SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Antonio, TX 


ae aa 4 contender: WWE World title 


q st 


Hy joe Beach, CA 


(-) No. 6 contender: WCW World title 
HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 


279, Greenwich, CT 


(3) WWE Intercontinental champion 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


(-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


DEAN MALENKO 
216, Tampa, FL 


(7) WCW cruiserweigh? champion 





8 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
(9) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
eS) THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
(6) No. 5 contender: WWF World title 
10 REY MISTERIO JR. 





140, Son Diego, CA 
(10) No. 1 contender: WCW cruiserweight title Bret Hart 
wcw WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN SID VICIOUS 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (3) 318, West Memphis, AR 
1—LEX LUGER 1—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 


(2) 265, Chicago, Il 
2—DEAN MALENKO 

(3) 216, Tampa, Fl 
3—THE GIANT 

(4) 430, parts unknown 
4—JEFF JARRETT 

(6) 230, Nashville, TN 
5—LORD STEVEN REGAL 

(-) 247, Blackpool, England 
6—STING 

(-) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
7—REY MISTERIO JR. 

(7) 140, San Diego, CA 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 

(9) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—RANDY SAVAGE 

(1) 237, Sarasota, FL 


(1) 279, Greenwich, CT 
2—SHAWN MICHAELS 

(C) 234, San Antonio, TX 
3—BRET HART 

(-) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—STEVE AUSTIN 

(2) 241, Dallas, TX 
5—THE UNDERTAKER 

(6) 328, parts unknown 
6—FAAROOQ 

(8) 260, Perry, GA 
7—MARC MERO 

(5) 235, Buffalo, NY 
8—BIG VAN VADER 

(4) 450, Denver, CO 
9—MANKIND 

(7) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


10—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 10—THE SULTAN 


(10) 260, Tampa, Fl 


(-) 283, Tehran, Iran 
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TAG TEAMS 


] SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
Combined weight: 646 pounds 
1) WCW World 
2 OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 
(2) WWE World team champions 
HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
a HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
Combined weight: 531 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
5 THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 THE GANGSTAS 
Combined weight: 456 pounds 
(5) ECW tag team champions 
THE ELIMINATORS 
Combined weight: 459 pounds 
7) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
8 MARCUS BAGWELL & SCOTTY RIGGS 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 
(6) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
THE BARBARIAN & MENG 
Combined weight: 589 pounds 
(10) No. 4 contenders: WCW. World tag title 
10 THE GRIMM TWINS 
Combined weight: 517 pounds 


team champions 


(-) USWA tag team champions 


USWA 


USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(2) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—RIC HOGAN 
(-) 345, Venice Beach, CA 
2—COLORADO KID 
(C) 231, Denver, CO 
3—FLASH FLANAGAN 
(5) 221, Detroit, MI 
4—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
5—MIKE SAMPLES 
(8) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
6—CRUSHER BONES 
(-) 269, Memphis, TN 
7—STEVEN DUNN 
(7) 240, Tampa, FL 
8—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
(9) 227, Tampa, FL 
9—TONY FALK 
(10) 240, Dallas, TX 
10—WOLFIE D 
(4) 250, parts unknown 


ECW Champion: 


THE SANDMAN 
(C) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


1—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(1) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—RAVEN 
(-) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
3—LOUIE SPICOLLI 
(-) 248, Los Angeles, CA 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 
(3) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—SABU 
(4) 220, Bombay 
6—TAZ 
(7) 248, Red Hook, NY 
7—BRIAN LEE 
(6) 251, los Angeles, CA 
8—2 COLD SCORPIO 
(2) 222, Denver, CO 
9—ROB VAN DAM 
(5) 227, Battle Creek, MI 


10—CHRIS CANDIDO 


(9) 226, Carteret, NJ 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titlehalders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 

wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 
] SHAWN MICHAELS 
' 234, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
2 RODDY PIPER 
~ 247, Glasgow, Scotland 
Last issue: unrated 
3 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
éh THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
, LEX LUGER 
” 265, Chicago, IL 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
& REY MISTERIO JR. 
— 140, San Diego, CA 
Last issue: No. 7 Mos! Popular 
7 SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
§ AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 
Las? issue: unrated 
a) MARC MERO 
235, Macon, GA 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 
10 EDDY GUERRERO 
221, El Paso, TX 
Last Issue: Ne. 9 Most Popular 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—ULTIMO DRAGON 
(3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(1) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
3—JUSHIN LIGER 
(-) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
4—MASA CHONO 
(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
5—KURASAWA 
(2) 242, Tokyo, Japan 
6—RIKI CHOSHU 
(5) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
7—THE GREAT MUTA 
(6) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
8—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(8) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
9—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(7) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
10—SHINJIRO OTANI 
(9) 215, Yokohama, Japan 











MOST HATED 


] HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


@ STEVE AUSTIN 


241, Dallas, TX 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
3 KEVIN NASH 

356, Detroit, Ml 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
a SCOTT HALL 

290, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


279, Greenwich, CT 


Last issue: No. 5 Mos? Hated 


6 FAAROOQ 
260, Perry, GA 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


7 THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


8 MANKIND 
277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


Las? issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


a SIX 
212, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated 
10 JERRY LAWLER 
™ 234, Memphis, TN 


Las? issue: No. & Most Hated 


ALL-JAPAN 
Triple Crown Champion: 
KENTA KOBASHI 
(C) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(2) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(3) 228, Saitama, Japan 
3—AKIRA TAUE 
(1) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
4—JUN AKIYAMA 
(5) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
5—STAN HANSEN 
(4) 322, Borger, TX 
6—THE PATRIOT 
(7) 251, Columbia, SC 
7—DAN KROFFAT 
(6) 232, Montreal, Quebec 
8—ROB VAN DAM 
(8) 227, Battle Creek, Ml 
9—JOHNNY ACE 
(9) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
10—TAKAO OMORI 
(-) 221, Tokyo, Japan 


For period ended November 22, 1996 





se ratings are based on the ees 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for secon 
place, and so on, The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
ative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
T—SHAWN MICHAELS ...cccccsseresesesssesoeseosonsees95 points 
Q—THE GIANT ..scscececesusscssseseveresecsrsvsersvesnens 56 points 
3—5TING Labassadsabs tosadbaddvekbadesbvanstscbtatesssneeatac points 
4—LEX EEG bs nds 0schasksebceuuaeedicsadunetieseisesiareee points 
5—THE UNDERTAKER... ccccccsovcssccccnccsccesvvessevacl > points 


TAG TEAMS 
T=HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN....s<ccscese000e61 points 
Z=— HARLEM HEAT ...ccccccscescencrsnsssenscessesseseee000 polnts 
3—_RICK & SCOTT STEINER. ..ccccorsereserescseecessee 51 points 
4—LEX LUGER & STING cebnedceasbpdasasautneseaubansnseey points 
5—SKIP & ZIP Ghedduveesbudebbacdsvesbacenselbssasaresalaxeel points 


ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Bam Bam Bigelow; 2—Tito Santana; 
3—Rick Martel; 4—911; 5—Brick Bronsky; 6—Frank Stalletto; 7—Johnny 
Graham; 8—Lord Zoltan; 9—Reckless Youth; 10—Glen Osbourne. 

AWF: AWF Champion—Bob Orton; 1—Tito Santana; 2—Greg Valentine; 3— 
Sgt. Slaughter; 4—Koko B. Ware; 5—Tommy Rich; 6—Honky Tonk Man; 7—Tony 
Atlas; 8—Charlie Norris; 9—Nailz; 10—Ronny Twist. 


CWA: CWA Champion—Kevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—King Kong Bundy; 
3—Tony Atlas; 4—Vic Steamboat; 5—Knuckles Nelson; 6—Salvatore Sincere; 
7—Doink the Clown; 8—Steve Corino; 9—Mohammed Hussein; 10—Pink 
Assassin, 


NAASW: NAASW Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Bill Dundee; 2—Jerry Lowler; 
3—Chorlie Parker; 4—Crusher Bones; 5—J.1. Atlas; 6—Reggie Montgomery; 
7—Shaw Williams; 8—Man Mountain Mike; 9—Terry Zane; 10—Ron McClarity. 


NWA: NWA Champion—Dan Severn; 1—Reckless Youth; 2—Doink; 3— 
Inferno Kid; 4—Ace Darling; 5—Rik Ratchet; 6—Jason Knight; 7—Gus the Greek; 
8—Jimmy Shoulders; 9—Rocco Dorsey; 10—Julio Sanchez. 

PCW: PCW Champion—Ffreight Train Jones; 1—Mark Mest; 2—Ray Odyssey; 
3—Cheetah Master; 4—Lance Diamond; 5—<Ace Darling; 6—Boogie Woogie 
Brown; 7—Maxx Crimson; 8—Troy Mest; 9—The Cremator; 10—Diablos 
Macabre. 

PWF: PWF Champion—George South; 1—Madd Maxine; 2—lItalian Stallion; 
3—Terry Austin; 4—Corolina Dreamer; 5—Chris Hamrick; 6—Floming Youth; 7— 
Cruel Connection ll; 8—Gladiator Il; 9—Russian Assassin ||; 10—Masked Maniac. 
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About this NWO ... As much as certain WCW officials 
and wrestlers like to ignore it, the fact is that the New 
World Order does have its share of loyal followers. If 
you've attended a WCW Monday Nitro show in the last few 
months, you know that. 

The members of this renegade organization often hear 
plenty of cheers when they enter the arena (except for Hulk 
Hogan, who is usually showered with trash), whether it be 
to wrestle, watch a match that’s going on, or just cause 
trouble. It would make sense then for us to put some or all 
of the NWO thugs in our Most Popular rankings, right? 

Wrong. 

One of the criteria we use when we put together the 
Most Popular and Most Hated rankings is the type of reac- 
tion wrestlers get in the arenas. However, that is only one 
of the criteria. We also take into account the nature of the 
mail we get from you, and ever since the day Hogan, 
Kevin Nash, and Scott Hall formed the NWO, we have 
received a lot of mail on those 
three, as well as The Giant, Ted 
DiBiase, Impostor Sting, Six, and 
Vincent, all of whom have since 
joined the organization. 

A great majority of that corre- 
spondence has been anti-NWO. 
That’s why Hogan, Hall, Nash, 
Giant, and Six have been regulars 
on the Most Hated list these last 
few months. 

So why do most of the mem- 
bers of the NWO receive such a 
favorable reaction from crowds? That’s debatable. We 
think it’s because fans are always so curious as to what the 
NWO will do when they inevitably arrive. They’re glad to 
see the NWO because the NWO makes the wrestling 
scene in WCW all the more interesting. We’ve seen the 
same phenomenon with Ric Flair for a number of years. 
The “Nature Boy” has been a rulebreaker for most of his 
career, but even when he’s doing some of the most das- 
tardly deeds ever seen in wrestling, he gets cheered by 
some people. 

Flair, like Hogan, Hall, and Nash, has a lot of charisma, 
and people react to that. But just because people react posi- 





Scott Hall 
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tively to these wrestlers in arenas doesn’t mean they 
approve of their actions. And it doesn’t mean they belong 
in our Most Popular rankings. 

Once again this month, Hogan, Hall, Nash, and The 
Giant make the Most Hated list. 

But on a lighter note ... Who said wrestling wasn’t 
good family entertainment anymore? 

Perhaps now more than ever, our sport is becoming a 
family affair. Have you noticed how many of the stars of 
WCW and the WWF are second-generation stars? Among 
those. who have made the ratings the last few months, the 
following WWE competitors have followed their fathers 
into the mat sport: Barry “The Stalker” Windham (son 
of Blackjack Mulligan), Owen and Bret Hart (sons of 
Stu Hart), Goldust (son of Dusty Rhodes), Jake 
Roberts (son of Grizzly Smith), 
and Jesse James (son of Bob 
Armstrong). 

In WCW, the list reads like this: 
Dean Malenko (son of Boris Ma- 
lenko), Eddy Guerrero (son of 
Gory Guerrero), Randy Savage 
(son of Angelo Poffo), and Ju- 
ventud Guerrera (son of Mexican 
star Fuerza Guerrera). Of course 
WCW also has Rey Misterio Jr., 
who 1s the nephew of Rey Misterio 
Sr. and recently added both Chavo Guerrero Jr. and 
Hector Guerrero to its roster. 

The WWE has also signed second-generation athlete 
Carl LeDuc (son of Paul LeDuc and nephew of Jos 
LeDuc) and third-generation star Rocky Maivia (son of 
Rocky Johnson and grandson of Peter Maivia), both of 
whom could make the ratings within a few months. 

How long before we get some fourth-generation super- 
stars? 

The bottom line is that when the WWF or WCW look 
for talent, they know where to find it. 

Until next month ... If you have any comments pertain- 
ing to what you see on this page or our ratings in general, 
we do want to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. C) 





Barry Windham 
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Section compiled by Dave Rosenbaum 


of America. With the O.J. Simpson double-murder trial no 

longer dominating our attention—and the civil trial not 
televised—we turned our attention to more trivial matters ... the 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta ... the Whitewater Hearings ... The 
Unabomber ... and the presidential election. 

Cable and satellite television were the focus of the wrestling 
world, as the WWF and WCW continued to fight their battle on 
familiar turf: the TV screens of America’s wrestling fans. 

In September 1995, WCW Monday Nitro went head-to-head 
with the WWF's established Monday Night Raw at 9 p.m. on 
Mondays, with Nitro on TNT and Raw on USA. But in 1996, 
WCW fired a pre-emptive strike by extending Nitro to two hours 
and moving back its starting time to 8 p.m. So the WWF, con- 
cerned over falling ratings, changed its starting time of Raw to 
7:57 p.m., while keeping the show one hour long. 

Do we have to guess what's going to happen next ... 

Nitro at 7:56. Then Raw at 7:55. By the time these two feder- 
ations are finished battling, Raw and Nitro will begin on 
Sunday! 

But that’s the way this battle has been fought, with one side 
always trying to outdo the other, and at times the interfederation 
wars overshadowed the action inside the ring. There was plenty 
of that, too! 

Ric Flair ended 1995 by winning his 11th world title at 
Starreade ‘95. A month later, Randy Savage won the WCW 
World belt from Flair, but Elizabeth, Savage’s ex-wife, shocked 


Te: YEAR 1996 was a year of recovery for the United States 


1996 SAW the Monday night 
TV battle intensify, as WCW 
extended Monday Nitro to two 
hours, then moved back the start- 
ing time to 8 p.m. With WCW 
consistently winning the ratings 
war, the WWF responded by 
moving Monday Night Raw to 
7:37 p.m. And diehard wrestling 
fans still have to make a choice 
every Monday night: Kaw or 
Nitro? Of course, they could 
always set their VCRs, or watch 
the Nitro replay. 





1996 SAW the former | 
Diesel and Razor Ramon, now 
known as Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall, igniting the New World 
Order’s attack on all WCW 
wrestlers, and Hulk Hogan 
shocking and dismaying his 
millions of fans by becoming a 
rulebreaker and helping to form 
the NWO, Hogan won another 
WCW World title, and fans 
continued to litter the ring with 
garbage every time he showed | 
his face. The most popular 
wrestler in history 1s no longer 
popular. 





1996 SAW ALL THIS-AND MUCH, 
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the world by helping Flair regain the belt. 

And that’s when the action really started heating up! In 
April, The Giant became the first rookie to win a world title in 
any federation when he pinned Flair. On May 27, Razor Ramon 
(Scott Hall), whose contract with the WWF had recently expired, 
showed up at Nitro. Two weeks later, he was joined by Diesel 
(Kevin Nash). And then Hulk Hogan! Together, they became the 
New World Order, and their plan was made clear: They wanted 
to wipe out WCW and create a federation of their own. 

So, with Hogan a rulebreaker for the first time since early in 
his career, WCW became the stage of an us-against-the-world 
battle like none ever seen, as Hogan regained the WCW belt and 
the NWO wreaked havoc. 

The WWF had its share of action, too, and it started at the 
turn of the year, when former WCW World champion Big Van 
Vader signed with the federation. Goldust, formerly known as 
Dustin Rhodes, won his first WWF Intercontinental title, and 
Roddy Piper’s stint as WWF president proved to be interesting. 

The Ultimate Warrior made his return a triumphant one at 
WrestleMania XII, but his victory was overshadowed by Shawn 
Michaels’ spectacular win over Bret Hart in an “Iron Man” 
Match for the World title. Mankind terrorized with his mandible 
claw. Michaels became a star of cheesecake magazines with his 
appearance in Playgirl. “Psycho” Sid Vicious returned to the 
WWF in late-June and won his first world title by beating 
Michaels at the Survivor Series. And Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
shocked everyone by winning his first I-C title. 


1996 SAW various promo- 
tions, mostly ECW, escalate ring 
violence to new heights. At 
times, ECW went a little too far, 
as it occasionally let fans get a 
little too involved in the chaos, 
but there was no controlling its 
roster of talent, which now 


includes so many impressive 
names. For all-out action and 
ultraviolence, ECW remains the 
choice for 
wrestling fan. 


the discerning 


1996 SAW “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious finally fulfill his 
promise by winning the WWF 
World title from Shawn 
Michaels in controversial fash- 
ion at the Survivor Series, 
Vicious, who had never won a 
world title, finally combined his 
killer instinct with determina- 
tion and a solid game plan, and 
he won the belt many people 
thought should have been his 
years ago, 





MUCH MORE ... 
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COME TO THINK 
OF IT, SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
MIGHT'VE DRAWN 
A LARGER | 
TURNOUT THAN 
THE ACTUAL 
ELECTION. AND 
ROSS PEROT 
COULD'VE 
ATTACKED BOTH 
OF THEM DURING 
THE MATCH! 


Jerry “The King” Lawler, whose non-wres- 
tling talents include drawing and providing color 
commentary on WWF broadcasts, created this 
piece of artwork/political commentary for the 
cover of Comedy magazine. Lawler obviously 
wasn't the only one who would’ve rather seen 
President Bill Clinton and Republican challenger 
Bob Dole battle it out in the ring; the low voter 
turnout proved that their political discourse was 
hardly inspirational. 


LOOKS LIKE HE HASN'T LOST A STEP 


Capt. Lou Albano, known to anyone under | 
the age of 40 as a wrestling manager, came out | 


of retirement to wrestle Judd the Stud, the man- 


ager with whom he was feuding in Penn-| 


sylvania Championship Wrestling. Known for. 
using foreign objects during his wrestlin 





managerial days, Albano resorted to a shair ir 


this Sicilian stretcher match. 
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HE’S NOT DEAD— 
HE’S JUST 
CONTEMPLATING 
HIS NEXT MOVE 

The New World 
Order was on a lot of 


people's minds in 1996, 


Charter members Kevin 

Nash and Scott Hall, The 

Outsiders, attacked Arn Anderson, Marcus Bagwell. Scotty Riggs. 
and Rey Misterio Jr. backstage at Disney/MGM Studios during a 
broadcast of Nitro in Orlando, Florida, leaving Elizabeth and 
Woman mourning over their fallen bodies and Jimmy Hart. of all 
people, screaming for help. The NWO’s antics made wu lot of head- 
lines in wrestling in 1996, 





im htcim wel: 


TRANSLATION ... 





Although the first Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Almanac wasn’t printed in 
Japanese, it was a huge hit in the Far 
East and well-received by Japanese 
wrestling journalists ... at least those 
who could read English. The Almanac, 
| the first of its kind, but certainly not 
the last, included biographies of 50 
wrestlers, vital statistics on every 
active wrestler, results of every pay- 
per-view card in history, and title his- 
tories for many federations. 
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THE BLIND LEADING 
THE BLIND 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, 
who’s been known to have trou- 
ble operating anything more 
mechanical than a camera, had 
“Diamond” Dallas Page doing 
his dirty work for him when 
Page spent a day working at our 
offices in Ambler, Pennsylvania. Why did Page do it? Because he 
was living on the street and needed the money. But Page didn’t even 
make it through his first day on the job and ended up walking out 
after Apter asked him to take out the trash. 








MAYBE SOMEBODY SHOULD 
HAVE TOLD YOU THIS SOONER, | 
BISCHOFF, BUT LAYING ON A 
TABLE AND BEGGING FOR 
MERCY ISN'T EXACTLY THE 
RIGHT WAY OF DEALING 
WITH THESE GUYS 























- bar ire, thumbtacks Baul ‘aoteetnaps’ ugsttes: 
Bc pana — battled in this bloody NWA. 
_ classic held at a truck stop outside Philadelphia. — 
_ Somehow, neither wrestler suffered injuries more 
eee, than a cut here ep a alek there. 


, THE END 
Well, maybe she 
| ® doesn t have the best set 
© in the universe, but it’s 
e certainly among the best 
== in wrestling, as Sunny 


proved when she won a 





Slammy for Best Buns a , e ne Xk 
the night before WrestleMania XIl i -- on oa Eric Bischoff turned out to be the 
For Phineas Godwinn and Duke Bes | : wrong man to stand up for WCW when 
“The Dumpster” Droese. it was the 4 Se | | the New World Order, at first led by 

| best they d seen in many a moon. , wa) Kevin Nash and Scott Hall, invaded. 
Bischoff’s strong words were no match 
“WITH APOLOGIES a > hy for the NWO’s mighty pecs, even 
TO HELEN REDDY, wa ee ss ee) * | though he had shown the ability to out- 
THE QUEEN OF i le _ shout Steve McMichael, Bobby Hee- 
HOUSEWIFE ROCK —s rT » © 4 — nan, and even Dusty Rhodes. When 
-». "THAT AIN'T NO gore = cee eee 1) Bischoff refused to tell them who 
WAY TO TREAT A a ere, oe hey ™ (m they’d be facing at the next WCW pay- 
LADY, NO WAY TO a ay ll » f/f ~~ (ee per-view, Nash and Hall power- 
TREAT YOUR BABY. ee sie eri bombed him through part of a stage. 
YOUR WOMAN, a= —— ————sdUI_ Five months later, Bischoff was a mem- 
YOUR FRIEND.” : : ber of that same NWO. 


Goldust should’ve heard the message, because it came in loud and clear: 
Roddy Piper had no interest in dating him or being involved with him in any 
lype of social situation, especially one that involved cross-dressing, But since 
Goldust refused to take no for answer, the "Rowdy Scot” replied with a savage 
parking lot beating at WrestleMania XIL, And Goldust moved on to his next 
love interest. 


IF HE’S STILL “FLYIN’” BRIAN, THEN THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION'S BEEN HANDING OUT RING NICKNAMES THESE DAYS 


Sure ... if Valujet can fly, why not Brian Pillman? Well, because he suffered a fractured 
jaw, a broken ankle, and various other injuries to his legs, back, and face in an April 15 
automobile accident in Kentucky. And although wrestlers have been known to fake injuries 
and come to the ring on crutches, Pillman wasn’t faking anything. Doctors said he’d never 
wrestle again, but Pillman was determined to beat the odds. 
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“Hey, Dallas Page is a 
common name. those 
[creditors] got me mixed up 
with another guy who's not 
paying his bills. The nerve of 
some | ve 

—A destitute “Diamond” 
Dallas , to Senior Writer 
Steve in “Hotseat,” 
Inside Wrestling, July 1996 


“| got Jimmy Hart, the 
Dungeon of Doom, and 
pov I'll even get Sting and 
Luger fo back me up when I’m 
ready to take you and your 
goons out.” 

—The Giant to Hulk 

n 


Liddle pate” 


“Making Tommy Dreamer 
bleed and suffer and lose gives 
me a rush every time. | can’t 
explain it. I'm sure he feels the 


same way. 

—Raven, to Contributing 
Editor Liz Hunter in “Hotseat,” 
Inside Wrestling, June 1996 


“| remember one time ask- 
ing Sunny whether this thin 
was gonna work, and told 
me fo be patient. It took a little 
time before we were perfect 
fogether, but it was worth if.” 

—Skip, to Photo Editor 
Jason Lavin in “Hotseat,” 


Inside Wrestling, August 1996 


“You are not hardcore ... 
[Francine] and | made you 
stare right into the face of 
hardcore, and you all turned 
away in disgust.” 

—Shane Douglas to 
ECW fans 


“This show is about as 
interesting as listening to 
Marge Schott reading excerpts 
from Mein Kampf.” 

—Kevin Nash, to Eric 
Bischoff, in to WCW 

Nitro 





that 


“The point is 
‘Hulkamania’ lives, and it’s 
stronger than ever. Now 
‘Hulkamania’ has taken 
over the whole country, and 


the message is being 
spread. People see my way, 
and then they see the other 
way, and they know what's 


right: my way. Some of 


these fans | had to work to 
get them on my side, but 
now they’re my strongest 
allies ever.” 

—Hulk Hogan in “Press 
Conference,” PWI, July 
1996 


“| held my head high. | 
did everything for the Sie 
ties. | did everything for the 
kids. And the reception | got 
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when | came out here ... 
You fans can stick it!” 

—Hulk Hogan at Bash at 
the Beach ’96 


“Am | going to stay [in the 
WWE]? And it | do stay, do | 
want to wrestle Shawn 
Michaels for the World bel? | 
think about that every day, 
and | want to know whet my 
fans want me fo do, They are 
the greatest influence in my 
: | i if 

—Roddy Piper, shortly 
after WrestleMania XII 





“You're forgetting about 
my artistic skills. | am also the 
greatest cartoonist of all-time. 
Forget that Steve Anderson 
kid. He couldn't draw a 
crowd. He entered a ‘Draw 
Tippy’ contest and his entry 
was sent back ‘Return To 
Sender, Said Drawing 
Stinks.’” 

—Jerry Lawler, interview- 
ing himself in “Press Con- 
ference,” PWI, September 
1996 


“ECW wrestling fans are 
the kind of people who would 
cheer the hunter who shot 
Bambi’s mother ... They are 
not five-year-old kids waving 
foam fingers and wearing 





‘Hulkster’ bandannas or big, 
oofy ‘Macho Man’ cowboy 
ats.” 

—Joey Styles, to Senior 
Writer Steve Anderson in 
“Hotseat,” Inside Wrestling, 
February 1997 


“Of course The Blue 


Meanie’s hair is blue. 
Otherwise he would just be 
The Meanie.” 

—The Blue Meanie, to 
Senior Writer Dave Ro- 
senbaum in “Q & A,” The 
Wrestler, October 1996 


“Remember, they do have 
a few people who have wres- 
tled in the WWF before, but 
they couldn’t cut it here, so 
they went to that little promo- 
tion that wrestles in a bingo 
hall in Philadelphia.” 

—Shawn Michaels, when 
asked about the ECW “inva- 
sion” of the WWF 


“| can only liken Hulk’s 
change to something on the 
level of a rasideniial assassi- 
nation, Maybe I’m exaggerat- 
ing, but everyone's overcome 
with shock and grief.” 

—Jimmy Hart 


“Or maybe [Skip and Zip] 
decided that Cloudy can help 


them regain the WWF World 
fag team title. Which he/she 
definitely can.” 

—excerpt from the story 
“Bodydonna Forecast: 
Cloudy, Good Chance Of 
Reign” in The Wrestler, 
November 1996 


“It ain't a black thing. It 
ain‘t a white thing. It’s an 
extreme thing.” 


—New Jack 


“I'll take him and his 
new altitude on any day of 
the week. He talks all shoul 
how titles are the only 
things that matter to him 
now. | hope that’s some- 
thing he doesn’t regret say- 
ing one day, because he 
was once a real hero in 
Memphis, but he just threw 
that all away,” 

—Brian Christopher, on 
Jerry Lawler 





“All | ask is that anybody 
who wrestles in WCW, the 
house that | built, show me 


some respect and show 
WCW some respect.” 


—Ric Flair, on the NWO 


“When Tyler hits his 
father [The Sandman] with 
that Singapore cane, he’s 
doing it for his own good. 
He’s showing him what a 
degenerate Be turned into 
and what a lousy father he 
1s. 

—Lori Fullington, The 
Sandman’s wits 









“Any piece of memorabilia, 
merchandise ... whether it’s a 
towel or a coat rack with my 
name, my legacy, my heritage 


is gonna. sell. And that’s why | 
am here. Let’s face it: This rela- 
tionship was forged on greed. | 
went to the highest bidder. | 
was the hottest free agent on 
the market in the history of this 
sport! Believe me, | took 
advantage of that leverage. I’m 
here to aggrandize my wealth. 
The WWF obviously has me to 
shoot their ratings through the 


—Brian Pillman, at a 
press conference announcing 
is signing with the WWF 


“| would say that [Sunny] is 
improving at a rapid rate, and 
while ae doesn’t have my 
experience, she has some 
tremendous natural assets. | 
predict big things for her in the 
future. As a matter of fact, she 
has a couple of big: things in 
front of her right now.” 
—Jim Cornette 


“Kevin [Nash] and | are 
friends. | think from my per- 
spective that he did not make a 
good business decision. Diesel 


could have become an icon 
here in the World Wrestling 
Federation, an icon from 
which he would be able to 
derive great benefit financially 
and aesthetically for another 
20 years, perhaps far outlast- 
ing his time as a wrestler in the 
ring. But, yes, it hurts, and 
people in Ted [Turner's] orga- 
nization knows that if hurts.” 
—Vince McMahon, after 
Nash gave notice that he’d be 
leaving the WWF for WCW 


“As | sit here and reminisce 
about Dick [Murdoch], | can’t 
help but think of Morgan 
Freeman’s line in the movie 
Shawshank Redemption: ‘I 
guess | just miss my friend.” 


—Dusty Rhodes 


“It was a very tough deci- 
sion, because WCW made 
me a splendid offer, but you 
can’t put a price tag on loyal- 
ty. The WWF has been very 
good fo me over the years, 
and despite how things might 
seem fo some deopls they 
are definitely at the forefront 
of an ever-changing industry. 
The WWE is without a doubt 
the biggest name company in 
the world. My legacy in the 
WWF is priceless, and my 
relationship with my fans is 
honest and true, and | could 
never sell them out.” 

—Bret Hart, on his deci- 
sion to re-sign with the 


“Destiny has brought us 
together. To fight in the heav- 
ens and crash into hell. Brian 
lee, our lives are parallel. 
Your life is destined to meet 
the same fate as mine. | 
decide when I’m gonna take 
it” 

—Tommy Dreamer 


“Sabu fears Taz.” 

—sign that Taz carried 
at a WWF Monday Night 
Raw taping in September 








Talk about your Psalms. 
Talk about John 3:16. Austin 
3:16 says | just whooped 
your [butt]. As the King of the 
Ring, I'm serving notice to 


every one of the WWF super- 
stars. | don’t give a damn 
what they are. They're all on 
the list. And that’s ‘Stone- 
Cold’s’ list. And I’m fixing to 
start running through all of 
them. Steve Austin’s time has 
come, And when | get the 
[tile] shot, you’re looking at 
the next WWF champion. 
And that’s the bottom line, 
because ‘Stone-Cold’ said 
so.” 

—Steve Austin, after 
beating Jake Roberts in 


the finals of the 1996 King 


of the Ring tournament 





“Our objective is just to 
hurt people. Winning an 
losing—who the hell cares! 
Count the bruises on us, then 
see how many more the 
Nastys have on them, and 
you tell us which one of us is 
the baddest!” 

—Public Enemy's Johnny 
Grunge 
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ANNOUNCING THE CARD FOR 
WRESTLEMANIA XIII AT FAKE 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN: 
FAKE SHAWN MICHAELS VS. 
)/ FAKE “PSYCHO” SID, FAKE 

¥ UNDERTAKER VS. FAKE 
» | MANKIND, AND FAKE 
"| GODWINNS VS. FAKE OWEN 
™ HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH, 
WITH FAKE VINCE McMAHON 
AS YOUR ANNOUNCER. NOW, 
IF YOU COULD ONLY USE 
FAKE MONEY TO BUY THE 
: FAKE PAY-PER-VIEW 

Having lost the real thing, the WWF—or at least WWF Vice 
President Jim Ross—tresorted to cheap imitations: a fake Diesel to 
replace the departed Kevin Nash, and a fake Razor Ramon to 
replace the departed Scott Hall. Ross was also reportedly working 
on bringing a fake 1-2-3 Kid to the federation. 









AS O.J. SIMPSON MIGHT HAVE SAID, 
h | “J NEVER SLAPPED NICOLE, BUT I 
¥ | MIGHT HAVE SLOPPED HER” 
. wate orignal ie bind the f first World 
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“YOU JUST HAVE 
TO TELL ME: 
WHERE DID YOU 
BUY THAT 

| LOVELY HAT? 
AND WHY DON’T 
YOU WEAR IT 


WE CAN UNDERSTAND HIS RELUCTANCE. 
| SOME WIVES ORDER THEIR HUSBANDS TO 
GO TO WORK. OTHERS ORDER THEM TO <7 
| TAKE OUT THE GARBAGE. BUT TELLING 
| YOUR SIGNIFICANT OTHER TO CLIMB INTO 
THE RING AND GET CHOKE-SLAMMED BY 
| “PSYCHO” SID VICIOUS SOUNDS TO US LIKE 


ANYMORE?” 
A WIFE LOOKING TO CASH IN ON A LIFE 
INSURANCE POLICY 

Gossip around the WWF water coolers was that 
Davey Boy Smith was being bullied by his beauti- 
ful wife, Diana, who from all indications wore the pants in this family. 
Thanks to Diana, Davey Boy walked right into a “Psycho” Sid choke-slam 
and never even got a title to show for it. 
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ACCORDING TO THE FIT FOR LIFE DIET, JUJYFRUITS 
AND RAID ARE BOTH CARBOHYDRATES, SO HE 
WASN'T GUILTY OF IMPROPER Boon NN 









If you’ve ever wondered how The Blue Meanie got that 
magnificent physique ... 


HE WANTED TO HAVE HIS NAME 
UP IN LIGHTS. HE DIDN'T KNOW 
IT WAS A 50-WATT BULB 

Another short-lived comeback by 
The Ultimate Warrior was highlighted 
by a rousing return at WrestleMania XII, 
when he made short work of Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley afier a spectacular ring 
entrance, but, predictably, the Warrior 
didn’t stick around for long ... not even 
long enough to win a title. 


BRING ME THE HEAD OF FAAROOQ! 

Ahmed Johnson wouldn’t mind taking a 
swing at arch-rival Faaroog now, but at the Wres- 
tleMania XII charity softball game, he had to set- 
tle for taking a swing at a softball. But the bat 
played a major factor in Faarooq’s life at In Your 
House on October 20. Johnson attacked Faarooq 
with a baseball bat outside a locker room before 
the pay-per-view, and Faarooq suffered injuries 
to his legs and other parts of his body. “It’s called 
payback,” Johnson said. Johnson had been wait- 
ing for his chance to get revenge since July, when 
Faaroog made his WWF debut by sneak-attack- 
ing Johnson and injuring his kidney. Johnson 
later underwent surgery. 





“YOU'RE OUT OF ORDER!” “NO, YOU’RE OUT OF : ORDER! THIS: 
WHOLE DAMN FEDERATION IS OUT OF ORDER!” tars; 
As it has turned out, no one has been able to prove ‘that feicre’ Nick 


Patrick is a member of the New World Order, although a lot of people still 
think he is, including Teddy Long. Alan Sharp, Patrick’s attorney, has defend- 
ed him against the charges. And the Long ys. Patrick feud lives On... cae on Bi 
and on. 
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VUONBERS 


0 was the number of times PWI Senior Editor Bill Apter 
offered to pay for dinner when he visited Hulk Hogan in 
Florida for a photo shoot this summer. 

1 minute, 52 seconds was how long into the sudden- 
death overtime period of their “Iron Man” match at 
WrestleMania XII that Shawn Michaels pinned Bret Hart for 
his first WWF World title. 

$6 an hour was “Diamond” Dallas Page’s salary for 
working as a clerk at the offices of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Page didn't make it through a single work day. 

8 was the number of people Shawn Michaels eliminated 
from the 1996 Royal Rumble en route to his second straight 
victory. 


Hearst Helmsley sted in the 1996 Res Rumble, longer 
than anyone else. 

$250 was how much Pro Wrestling Federation star Madd 
Maxxine was fined for choke-slamming referee Gary Cash 
following her match with Tyrone Knox on March 16 in Siler 
City, North Carolina. 

$464.10 was the approximate cumulative cost of purchas- 
ing all the pay-per-view telecasts presented by the WWF and 
WCW in 1996, The cost varied depending on specific cable 
and satellite systems used ... and depending on when the 
orders were placed. 

1,000 live cards was the milestone Jerry Jarrett Promo- 
tions reached on April 13 in Memphis’ WMC-TV studios. 





7:57 p.m. Eastern is the new starting time for WWF 


Monday Night Raw, in response to ... 

8:00 p.m. Eastern becoming the new starting time for the 
two-hour version of WCW Monday Nitro, pushed back from 
9 p.m. in May to get a jump on the WWF. 

12 is the number of world titles Ric Flair had won after 
beating Randy Savage for the WCW belt on February 11 in 
St. Petersburg, Florida. 

13 is the number of years it took Jimmy Snuka fo score a 
decisive pinfall win over Bob Backlund after they feuded in 
the WWF. 

15 was the number of two-counts in the “Iron Man” 
match between Bret Hart and Shawn Michaels at 
WrestleMania XIl. 

30 days was the length of the suspension rendered 
against Ahmed Johnson by WWF President Gorilla 
Monsoon for Johnson's attack on Faarooq outside a dressing 
room prior fo the WWF's In Your House XI on October 20 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

48 minutes, 1 second was the length of time Hunter 
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$1,000 was the estimated ai of te I PWA belt, which 
was stolen by a fan and recovered by police in Fairfax 
County, Virginia. 

3,500 was the disappointing (approximate) turnout for the 
first World Wrestling Peace Festival on June 1 in Los Angeles. 

$5,000 was the amount The Dungeon Master was fined 
for throwing a fireball in Big City Mike’s face during a CWA 
card March 16 in Salisbury, Massachusetts. 

$5,000 was the amount Madd Maxxine was fined for 
choke-slamming fan Ray Johnson during an April 19 PWF 
card in Kings Mountain, North Carolina. He had won a date 
with Maxxine, but declined the evening out when he saw her 
scary self in person. 

$1,000,000 was the amount WCW referee Nick Patrick 
demanded Randy Savage be fined after the “Macho Man” 
roughed up Patrick during a WCW TV taping. WCW offi- 
cials settled on $500. 

$6,600,000 was how much money “Diamond” Dallas 
Page lost fo Kimberly in a WCW TV title match with Johnny 
B. Badd at SuperBraw! IV. 


HAVE A COKE AND A SMILE MARK HENRY’S GOING AROUND MAKING PEOPLE 
r = FEEL BETTER, AND WWF OFFICIALS ARE GOING 
AROUND MAKING PEOPLE THINK MARK HENRY’S 
THE STRONGEST 
eect IN THE WORLD 
- Actually, weightlifter 


Mark Henry did compete 
in the 1996 Summer OI- 
ympics in Atlanta, but he 
didn’t win any medals. 
He did, however, sign a |, 
lucrative contract with the 
WWF shortly after the [% 
Games. | 





NUMBER ONE ON THE 7 
LIST OF “THINGS Tene tigers MM KNIGHTS OF THE 
YOU'LL NEVER SEEON fi-0 DB ee IRI eee oe 
THE COVER OF CIGAR [BRB / “se 
AFICIONADO 
MPEP VAIN i 


Ric Flair sure knows: 54 
how to treat his friends, #22 
as he proved with this « 
setup for his Horsemen = 
buddies at a WCW 3... 
Monday Nitra broad- 
cast at Disney/MGM 
Studios in Orlando, 
Florida. 


REV LALING 
MITER WIE wt 


MAROVANPEEBLE 


























ONE FOOT IN A 
BUCKET OF WATER, AND 
THAT FINGER ... 

Mankind caused an uproar in the 
WWE because of his mandible claw- 
hold, which opponents claimed was actu- 
ally a version of a chokehold. But the 
WWF made no attempt to ban the claw, 
and Mankind, formerly known as Cactus 


DID HE AT LEAST WEAR HIS BELT? 
Actually, then-WWF World champion Shawn 
Michaels kept his clothes on for this spread in 
Playgirl magazine, which featured his picture 

na on the cover. Said Michaels, “I don’t have to 
Marlena proved she take my clothes off to drive the women crazy. 
had bad taste in men— Just the sight of me is enough to make them 
Goldust—and worse sigh with passion.” Egotistical or not, Michaels 
taste in bad habits— certainly had Kathie Lee Gifford tripping over 
smoking cigars. her words during his appearance on Live! With 
sees And Raia Lee in November. 


Jack, had a career year. 


AND TO THINK, ONE NIGHT 
. LATER THEY HAD NO TROUBLE 
- STAYING AWAKE AT AN” 
a < At feat the seats were comfortable 
J... ECW wrestlers Taz and Perry 
a ee attended a WWE pay-per-view 
4 in Philadelphia, but were so excited by 
the action in the ring that they fell 






& MARCH/1997 a 31 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


@ V ae A 
ad 







(Se 
c\ 
Ke 


P'PLelo®’ ae 


eArn Anderson, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Scotty Riggs, 
and Marcus Bagwell, were 
all injured in a sneak-attack 
by Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash on July 29 in Orlando, 
Florida. They all suffered 
various back, neck, and leg 
injuries and were treated at 
ales hospital. 

eMarc Ash suffered a 
pinched nerve in his neck 
during a June 7 ICW title 
defense against Agent Steel. 
He also suffered a bruised 
and lacerated left elbow dur- 
ing his match with Big Slam 
on August 10 in Mount Airy, 
North Carolina. 

°Big City Mike suffered 
burns around his eye when 
The Dungeon Master threw a 
fireball in his face on March 
16 in Salisbury, Massachu- 
setts 


Willie Clay suffered a 
broken ankle after being 
attacked outside the ring by 
Brother Pain and The 
Cannon at a Carolina 
Championship Wrestling 
card on February 10 in 
Concord, North Carolina. 

©Yogi Donovan of the 
Canadian Wrestling Feder- 
ation sufered torn ligaments 
in his foot on a November 7 
card in Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba. | 

°Faarooq suffered leg 
injuries as the result of a 
locker room altercation with 
Ahmed Johnson at the 
WWF's In Your House XI! 


Brian Pillman 


pay-per-view on October 20 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

©Ric Flair injured his right 
shoulder while on a tour of 
Japan in late-September. He 
required surgery fo repair 
his injured rotator cuff. 

*Billy Gunn was side- 
lined for several months with 
a neck injury suffered at the 
Royal Rumble pay-per-view. 

eHulk Hogan suffered a 
laceration around his eye 
after Ric Flair struck him with 
Elizabeth’s high-heel shoe 
on January 29 in Canton, 
Ohio. 

¢Ahmed Johnson suf- 


fered a ruptured left kidney 
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following an attack by 
Faarooq, formerly known as 
Ron Simmons, on July 22 in 
Seattle. He later underwent 


surgery. 

*Kenta Kobashi suffered 
a broken bone in one of his 
ears during an All-Japan 
Triple Crown title defense in 
the fall. 

eHack Myers suffered a 
broken left shoulder while 
being attacked by The 
Eliminators during a March 
9 ECW tag team match. 

®Brian Pillman suffered a 
fractured jaw, a broken 
ankle, and various other 
injuries to his legs, back, and 
face in an April 15 automo- 
bile accident in Kentucky. He 
has not wrestled since and 
reinjured the ankle when he 
was attacked by Steve Austin 
in October. 
©Pit Bull | had one of his 
vertebrae broken on July 13 
when he was DDT'd on a 
steel chair by Shane 
Douglas. Doctors had to fit 
his head with a protective 
halo that was held in place 
by steel screws. He has not 
wre since. 

*Reckless Youth suffered 
a concussion and back 
injuries during his May 10 
Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling match against 
Dave Keller. 

Stevie Richards suffered 
a cracked left orbital bone 
and a shattered cheekbone 
when he was kicked in the 
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face by Rob Van Dam dur- 
ing an ECW match on 
March 29. He also broke a 
rib when The Blue Meanie 
accidentally splashed him 
and a concussion when 
Terry Gordy and Tommy 
Dreamer piledrived him, 
both on August 17 in Staten 
Island, New York. 

*Rocco Rock underwent 
surgery on his injured shoul- 
der on November 1. 

©“Vicious” Vinnie Scarpo 
suffered a broken nose dur- 
ing a confrontation with 
“Motown” Andre Moore on 
February 17 in North Miami 
Beach, Florida. 

*Skip, also known as 
Chris Candido, suffered 
injuries to both his back and 
neck during a four-team 
elimination match on August 
9 in New York City. 

®Yokozuna suffered torn 
ligaments in his left leg when 
Big Van Vader repeatedly 
splashed it during an April 1 
match in San Bernardino, 


California. 





hy 


Pit Bull | 





HOW CAN THEY RESIST? HE HAS NO FUTURE, HE HAS 
Woman, Elizabeth, and NO PAST, HE HAS NO NWO, 


Debra McMichael didn’t AND NOW HE HAS NO GUITAR, 
- have much trouble resist- EITHER 
ing Disco Inferno, who 
never saw a dance floor or 
a camera he didn’t like. 
But in this case, the cam- 
era was supposed to be 
focused on the three lovely 
ladies, who had no luck 
keeping Disco from stealing the spotlight. As he might have said, “Burn, 
babies, burn!” 


HAD JACK KEMP TURNED 
HIM DOWN . 


Jel Jarrett’s on-again, off-again 
relationship with the WWE broke up 
again this year, and rumors that he 
wus headed to WCW as a member of 
= the New World Order turned out to be 
false. So what's a man supposed to 
do? Well. in Jarrett’s case. he took out 
— his frustration on Dennis Mason, The 
ences Spee DOOR. Duke of Kentucky. He's now looking 
WHEN Loe lee to become a member of The hour 


Horsemen, 





OUR FIRST QUESTION: 
“WHERE ARE THIS KID’S 
PARENTS?” 

It’s any time of day ... 
do you know where your 
children are? Well, if they’re 
with Goldust, formerly known 
as Dustin Rhodes, they’re not 
exactly in the right hands. 





“DAD, THIS IS GONNA HURT 
ME MORE THAN IT’S GONNA 
HURT YOU” 

Oh, yeah? In one of the strangest 
feuds of the year, Raven gained con- 
trol of The Sandman’s wife and his 
son, and one night ordered young 
Tyler to beat his father over the head 
with a Singapore cane. Which he did. 
Only in ECW ... 
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po oe SCORPIO'S SAK HE 


The chain of SIRE pets could go on and 
on, but one man’s always going: to be left 
Standing .. ... and possibly two, in this 

‘K case, if Dreamer’s sleeper takes effect 
ANS roa 





WHO'S GONNA DRIVE YOU 


HOME TONIGHT? . IN MEMORIAM 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley should’ve Herb Abrams 
| learned a lesson after a while. He kept “Friendly” Bob Freed 
coming to the ring with gorgeous mod- Dick Murdoch 
els, only to have “Mr. Perfect” Curt Sapphire 
Hennig come out during the match, Ray Stevens 
smile, sweet-talk them, and walk out Neil Superior 


with the ladies on his arm. But Helmsley 
kept providing Hennig with his own per- | am 
sonal dating service, and Hennig finally | MISSING IN ACTION 





reciprocated by helping Helmsley win 
the WWE Intercontinental title. Adam Bomb 
Chicken Neck 
errs 3 : Chuck the Kosher Killer 
Rolie am WAITING ee S.D. Jones 
kas a +a wrestler? Kamala 
ahi a ee Raa | Mabel 
tee atey! of si SERA TERY ng World Wide web Siig? Bruiser Mastino (Mantaur) 
.. Another Roddy Piper vs. E julk Hogan feud? Waylon Mercy 
.. The Blue Meanie vs. Bubba Ray Dudley “dance -off” in ECW? The Mongolian Mauler 
aE SYN A eee | Jim Neidhart 
met + Simmy Graffiti? See ri Bie Mii ore | | Tatanka 
.. The e-mail version of Pwr Weekly? es | | Zeus 





1996 SHOULD BE THEIR YEAR 





~ The Colorado Kid Juventud Guerrera Stevie Richards Rocky Maivia - Chris Jericho 
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E CAN THINK of only one word that can sum up the last 
WW in wrestling. 
A Whew! 


Never have so many wrestlers changed from rulebreaker to fan 
favorite or vice versa, jumped ship to rival promotions, and done 
so many strange things. The only constant in 1996 was that there 
were no constants. But PWW// was there to cover all the chaos, hap- 
penings, turns, title changes, comings, and goings. 

The year 1996 could be called The Year of the Giant. The 7'4" 
sensation set a new standard for rookies and took home two 
Achievement Awards. He is the first man ever to win Wrestler of the 
Year and Rookie of the Year honors in the same year. His achieve- 
ment is what we would call historic. He would call it predictable. 

One thing that could not have been predicted was how close the 
voting would be for Tag Team of the Year honors. For the second 
straight year, the honor was captured by Harlem Heat. But their 
margin of victory was one vote! We'd be surprised if John Kronus 
and Perry Saturn didn't ask for a recount! 

For facing adversity, ring rust, and his personal demons head- 
on, Jake Roberts is recognized as Inspirational Wrestler of the 
Year. Roberts, however, did not win this in a landslide. Jushin Liger 
was recognized as well for overcoming a benign brain tumor. 

In professional wrestling, retirements don't hold up very well. 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious’ lasted all of a few months. He came back 
from a neck injury to win the USWA heavyweight title from Jerry 
Lawler and later defeat Shawn Michaels for the WWF World title. 

Ahmed Johnson went from unproven commodity in Texas inde- 
pendents to WWF Intercontinental champion. For the fans, that was 
enough to vote him Most Improved Wrestler of the Year. He sound- 
ly defeated the scientifically adept Goldust for that belt only to be 
forced to vacate it after Faarooq sneak-attacked and injured him. 

Sunny is changing the definition of professional wrestling man- 
ager. She has also become the first woman to win Manager of the 
Year. In classic Capt. Lou Albano fashion, she managed three tag 





EVEMENT AWARDS 






The waiting is over. All 
the results are finally in. On 
the following pages, we present 

your choices for the Pro WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Achievement °96 Awards! 





teams to the WWF World tag team title: The Smokin’ Gunns, the 
Godwinns, and The Bodydonnas, 

While so many feuds in 1996 were intense, there was no ongo- 
ing battle that had the bitterness and animosity that the one 
between Vince McMahon and Eric Bischoff featured. Their feud was 
voted the best of the year. Their corporate fight has changed the 
face of not one, but two major promotions. 

WWF World champion Shawn Michaels electrified arenas 
around the country and walked away with the Most Popular award 
for the second straight year. He held back challenges from several 
WWF super heavyweights, and the fans absolutely adore him. 

“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan went award-less during 1995, but if 
someone told us Hogan would win just one award in ‘96, Most 
Hated Wrestler of the Year isn’t the one we would have picked. 
Where he once took pride in setting a good example for children, he 
now takes pride in his heinous actions both in and out of the ring. 

This year’s Match of the Year also featured Michaels, and that's 
no surprise. It’s the fourth straight year in which he was involved 
in the Match of the Year. He and Bret Hart proved at WrestleMania 
X|| that a match can last longer than 15 minutes and still hold fans’ 
attention. Their 62-minute “Iron Man” bout was a classic. 

Finally, the Editors’ Award goes to Dan Hodge, the most domi- 
nant light heavyweight champion in pro wrestling history and 
arguably the greatest amateur this country has ever seen. 

Glaring omissions this year include Sting. He spent half the year 
teaming with Lex Luger, who also won no awards, and the other 
half of the year as a “free agent” toying with the idea of joining the 
New World Order. 

Bret Hart spent only one-third of the year in active competition, 
and even though he held the WWF World title until the end of 
March, he did not receive many votes for Wrestler of the Year. He 
has committed himself to a return to full-time WWF competition, 
so expect him to fare better next year. 

Now, to find out all about this year’s honors, just turn the page. 
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| ITH THE YEAR that The 

Giant had, we had to wonder if any 
fans would choose anyone else here. The 
overall crop of rookies this year was fairly 
weak, but a few fans did choose wrestlers 
other than The Giant. 

still, it was a landslide. 

Although his foray into wrestling has 
been fraught with controversy, The Giant has 
dominated just about everyone he has faced. 
His debut match against Hulk Hogan was 
mired in controversy, but he held his own, 
and those who predicted he'd just be anoth- 
er lumbering big man began to quiet down. 

The Giant was quick to silence critics and 
opponents. He displayed feats of strength 
and agility that made him an immediate 
impact player in WCW. As a member of the 
Dungeon of Doom, he quickly became the 
most feared wrestler in the sport. Six 
months after his first WCW match, he dom- 
inated and defeated Ric Flair for the WCW 
World title. Proving that the victory was not 
a fluke, he decimated, choke-slammed, and 
pinned practically everyone in WCW. 





RUNNERS-UP 





STEVE McMICHAEL 
4,563 votes 

First runner-up: The former Chicago 
Bear made his debut match memorable 
when he hit current NFL great (and his 
tag team partner at the time) Kevin 
Greene with a Four Horsemen-owned 
briefcase at The Great American Bash. 
With that one blow, McMichael became 
a Horseman. He has since shown a lot of 
promise, mostly in tag team matches. 
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OF THE YEAR 
* 


THE GIANT 
62,732 votes 





WCW promoters set them up, and The 
Giant knocked them all down. 

It took Hogan, Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, 
and a blow from the WCW World title belt to 
chop down this beanstalk. At one point, it 
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ROCKY MAIVIA 
2,271 votes 

Second runner-up: Wrestling most of 
the year as Flex Kavana in the USWA, 
Maivia, upon joining the WWF, decided to 
combine the names of the two men who 
have had the most influence on him: his 
father, Rocky Johnson, and his grandfa- 
ther, Peter Maivia. A former tag team 
champion in the USWA, Maivia is hoping 
to make an impact in singles action in ’97. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (1,567) 





looked as if he'd pursue a career as 
a fan favorite. But The Giant went in a differ- 
ent direction; he joined Hall, Nash, and Ho- 
gan in the New World Order. Once again, 
something The Giant did changed the face of 
wresiling. 

“| hate him, but you can’t deny what he’s 
done,” said Tony Zadra of Shakopee, Min- 
nesota. “What's scary is that this is just his 
rookie year. 

Clearly, no rookie in history has made 
such an impact on his sport since Lew Al- 
cindor transformed the Milwaukee Bucks 
from a 27-55 team to 56-26 team in 1970. 

Living in Hogan’s shadow might not be 
enough for him. He held that World title 
once; how long will it be before he decides to 
pursue it again ... even if he has to go 
through Hogan? 

“The Giant has a vital role in the NWO,” 
said Hogan. “As long as we have the NWOQ 
belt, he won't be in any shadows.” 

The Giant is here to stay. Now his task is 
to sustain his success and continue is quest 
to prove he is the greatest giant of all-time. 
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JOE GOMEZ 
909 votes 

Third runner-up: Gomez hasn't had a 
year like The Giant, McMichael, or even 
Maivia. His path to stardom has been 
much rockier. He lost his share of pre- 
liminary matches in WCW, but he also 
pulled off a few upsets. He is proof that 
WCW's Power Plant is a solid training 
ground. We like what we see so far. So 
do some of you. 





Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Perro Aguayo Jr., Steve Corino, Havoc Inc., Dave Keller, 





Carl LeDuc, Rick McDaniel, and Bobby Walker. 
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1996 ACHIEVEMENT 
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INSPIRATIONAL WRESTLER 


B® EFORE HE COULD return to 
ex wrestling, Jake Roberts had to exorcise 
the demons that had haunted him for years. 
Returning to the WWF meant facing the 
temptations that impeded the progress of 
his wrestling career and, more importantly, 
his life. 

Turns out he not only faced those de- 
mons, he DDT'd them out of his life and pro- 
vided fans with a true example of heroism. 
Roberts showed when he came out of retire- 
ment in January that he is a man who has 
made mistakes, admitted them, and turned 
his life around. 

He returned a little older and a few 
pounds heavier, but with the same determi- 
nation that made him a top contender in the 
WWF years earlier. 

His pet snake Damien was replaced by 
another serpent, Revelations, a symbol of 
Roberts change of heart and spirituality. 

He was determined to prove that he could 
contend with the best wrestlers in the WWF. 
The wily veteran overcame ring rust and won 
matches against top WWF contenders such 
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JUSHIN LIGER 
17,059 votes 

First runner-up: Liger gave the fans 
a scare when doctors discovered he had 
a brain tumor. Although benign, the 
tumor was surgically removed. Liger 
returned only a few months after the 
surgery and demanded Chris Benoit to 
be his first opponent. Like he does 
against most foes, Liger faced his ail- 
ment head-on and beat it. 








OF THE YEAR 
x 


JAKE ROBERTS 
20,522 votes 





as Steve Austin, Big Van Vader, and Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, and even made it to the 
finals of the 1996 King of the Ring, where he 


-RUNNERS-UP 


A: 





ye 
AHMED JOHNSON 
11,801 votes 

Second runner-up: An example to fans 
and fellow competitors worldwide, John- 
son proved that no matter what disadvan- 
tages you have faced in your life, you can 
overcome them if you persevere. His moti- 
vation led him to the Intercontinental title. 
An injury to his kidney took that belt away, 
but we suspect it might come back his way 
again soon. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (12,698) 












lost to Austin. But his feud with 
Jerry Lawler is what people will remember. 
Lawler saw fit to mock Roberts’ recovery 
from alcoholism and even went so far as to 
force liquor down his throat. The two carried 
on a bitter feud for most of the year. 

“Jake is human, not some superhero 
type,” wrote Toby Wilson of Dubuque, lowa. 
“He's like us. He has weaknesses. But that 
DDT hasn't lost its edge.” 

Just ask Lawler. He was DDT'd all too 
often by “The Snake” in 1996. 

“| thought it might be a well-calculated 
ruse,” said Bob Holly. “| thought this was 
some sort of scheme Jake cooked up, but 
I'm glad | was wrong.” 

Rumors persist that Roberts will soon 
hang up the tights and snakeskin boots for 
good. If that’s true, he’s going out with style 
and class. Roberts was once one of the most 
hated men in wrestling. But this is “The 
Snake” that he wants us to remember. We 
agree; he is truly an inspiration. 

When he says, “Trust me,” we now know 
we can. 








. 


REY MISTERIO JR. 
10,571 votes : 

Third runner-up: Because he's just 
9'3°, 140 pounds, Misterio has to be 
pretty good to survive in a world of big 
men. He’s very good—and very brave. 
He has overcome his lack of size with an 
arsenal of high-flying and death-defying 
moves. He won the WCW cruiserweight 
title in "96 and he stood up for WCW in 
its war with the NWO. 





some af the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Antonio Inoki, Shawn Michaels. Sabu, The Sandman, Randy Savage, Sting, 





John Tenia, and “Psycho” Sid Vicious. 
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-MOST IMPROVED WRESTLER 


M YEAR AGO, Ahmed Johnson 

was basically a curiosity. Here was a 
muscular brawler who had just made his 
“splash” by bodyslamming Yokozuna. Most 
thought his talents probably ended there. A 
lot of strength ... but little wrestling skill. A 
fringe contender perhaps ... Dut never a 
champion. 

Johnson had been wrestling as Moadib 
for several years, but he had made very little 
noise before making his WWF debut. 

“Just another musclehead is what | 
thought,” wrote David Jackson of Tampa 
Bay, Florida. “Boy was | wrong.” 

Content to move slowly up the ladder of 
contention, Anmed Johnson molded himself 
into a smart, powerful wrestler. He dazzled 
his opponents with an array of devastating 
bodyslams, clotheslines, and his finisher, the 
“Pearl River Plunge.” 

lt was a “kiss” from then Intercontinental 
champion Goldust that raised the ire of the 
man from Pear! River, Mississippi. Johnson 
had been knocked unconscious by Vader and 
Owen Hart, and Goldust came to his “res- 
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CHRIS BENOIT 
18,872 votes 

First runner-up: His second run in 
WCW has been nothing like his first. 
Benoit is no longer a mid-carder, but 
rather a prominent member of The Four 
Horsemen. Many predicted Benoit, a fine 
technical and aerial wrestler, wouldn't 
last in the group, but Benoit has 
emerged as a leader, not to mention one 
of the best pound-for-pound wrestlers in 
the world today. 





OF THE YEAR 
* 


AHMED JOHNSON 
24,499 votes 





cue” by giving him “mouth-to-mouth.” 

Ahmed was incensed—and a feud was 
born. 

He demanded and received a match with 
the former Dustin Rhodes. He needed to sat- 
isfy his lust for revenge, but by defeating 
Goldust cleanly, he also became |-C champi- 
on within his first year in the WWF. We will 


STEVIE RICHARDS 
8,055 votes 

Second runner-up: A year ago, he was 
seen as just another flunky for the bizarre 
Raven in ECW. He hung on Raven’s every 
word and did his bidding. Although still 
friendly with the former ECW champion, 
Richards has emerged as a talented sin- 
gles wrestler and tag team partner of The 
Blue Meanie. lf he can stay healthy, there 
are signs he can go even further in this 
sport. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (13,867) 





never know how long the reign 
would have lasted had Ahmed not been 
sneak-attacked by Faaroog and left with a 
lacerated kidney. The injury forced him to 
vacate the title. 

“It was the lowest point in my life as a 
wrestler,” said Johnson. “Hard work and 
dedication did not pay off that night. | made 
the mistake of turning my back, and Faaroog 
took advantage of that.” 

This setback was devastating for John- 
son. He had worked hard to become a legiti- 
mate superstar, then he lost his title outside 
the ring. Although there were anxious 
moments, Ahmed’s kidney was repaired, and 
the doctors gave him clearance to return. 

While the prognosis for Johnson's future 
is good, he needs to keep his temper in 
check. His comeback was temporary slowed 
after he was suspended for attacking 
Faaroog. But look for him to make Faaroog 
pay for what he did and contend for that I-C 
belt again. In Johnson, we could even be 
looking at, dare we say, a future world cham- 
pion. He just keeps getting better. 





TAZ 
7,113 votes 

Third runner-up: Make no mistake 
about it—Taz has always been a good 
technical wrestler and suplex master, 
but his alliance with referee-turned- 
manager Bill Alfonso has made him 
even more dangerous. Just when you 
think you've seen all his suplexes, he 
creates another. Perhaps the big differ- 
ence is that Taz is more confident than 
ever. 


Some of the top ‘ote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: The Eliminators, Henry & Phineas Godwinn, Goldust, Chris Jericho, Konnan, and Rey Misterio Jr. 
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COMEBACK 





61D VICIOUS, IT seems, has 
never allowed himself to gain much 
momentum during his nine-year career. 

During Vicious’ first stint in WCW, he 
was a member of The Skyscrapers. He and 
partner Dan Spivey were touted as a future 
great tag team. A punctured lung, however, 
sidelined him for an extended period. When 
he returned, he joined The Four Horsemen, 
and while that was great for him financially, 
it did little for him as a wrestler. 

Soon he joined the WWF and started 
over. 

Vicious ended up jumping back and 
forth between the WWF and WCW several 
times after that. A stint in the USWA in 
1994-95 brought him that promotion’s 
championship, but for only a few months. 

Nearly a year ago, Vicious suffered what 
appeared to be a career-ending neck injury. 
On a live USWA broadcast, Vicious an- 
nounced his retirement and said he would 
join the broadcast team on a part-time 
basis. 

“| thought it was good riddance to bad 






-* 

JAKE ROBERTS 
13,503 votes 

First runner-up: Jake “The Snake” 
announced his retirement in the spring 
of 95 and never thought he'd return. But 
he surprised himself and others with a 
much-heralded comeback to the WWF. 
Proving that a string of early victories 
was no fluke, the wily veteran made It all 
the way to the finals of the King of the 
Ring tournament before losing to Steve 
Austin. 








OF THE YEAR 
x 


“PSYCHO” SID VICIOUS 





rubbish,” recalled Jerry Lawler. 

But the competitive juices still flowed in 
Vicious. He longed to return, and when 
Shawn Michaels called, telling him he need- 
ed help in his battles with Jim Cornette and 
his camp of wrestlers, he saw it as a sign 
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FAAROO 
10,645 votes 

Second runner-up: Ron Simmons had- 
n't been seen since a short stay in ECW in 
1994-95, but when Sunny called, Sim- 
mons listened. He transformed himself 
into Faaroog in an attempt to bury his sto- 
ried past. By attacking then-!l-C champ 
Ahmed Johnson, Faarooq became an 
immediate force. Anxiously awaiting 
Johnson's return, Faarooq remains a top 
WWF contender. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (22,679) 
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from above. Sid agreed and 
returned to the WWF for the third time, 
again drinking in the adoration of the fans. 

But the comeback didn’t end there. A 
visit to back to the USWA’s ring wars result- 
ed in Vicious regaining the USWA title for a 
few days. And back in the WWF, an oppor- 
tunity to wrestle Vader for the number-one 
contendership to the WWF title was too 
great to resist. He took the match and 
Shocked the world by upsetting the three- 
time former WCW World champion. 

“l've been a fan of Sid's since he started 
in the GWA as Lord Humongous,” wrote Kris 
Pope of Palo Alto, California. “No matter what 
his setbacks were, | always knew that it would 
all lead to his moment in the sun.” 

This time around, Sid proved he had 
what it takes when he beat Shawn Michaels 
and finally claimed that elusive first world 
heavyweight title. Significantly, Sid won the 
title on November 17, two days after the 
voting deadline. Can you imagine how large 
his margin of victory would have been had 
his World title been factored in? 





ANIMAL 
6,396 votes 

Third runner-up: Though The Road 
Warriors’ stay in WCW was short-lived 
and they're new to the fledgling AWF, 
their return is still an evolving story. And 
it was the decision of Animal, who had 
been out since "92 with a back injury, 
that made it happen. Look for the 
Warriors, who also succeeded in Japan 
this year, to return to a major federation 
soon. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Riki Choshu, Crush, Terry Gordy, Jushin Liger, Steve Williams, and Barry Windham. 
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S WAS THE case last year, 
some readers lamented their lack of 
great choices for this category. A handful 
stood out, but one shone the brightest of 
all: Sunny, 

Three-time Manager of the Year Capt. 
Lou Albano achieved the record of manag- 
ing 13 different tag teams to 17 WWF World 
tag team titles. At Sunny’s pace, she'll 
achieve that record within a few years. And 
like the Albano of old, she casts aside her 
teams once their gold is gone. 

In 1996, Sunny managed three teams to 
the WWF World tag team title: The Body- 
donnas, Henry and Phineas Godwinn, and 
The Smokin’ Gunns. The latter two victories 
happened within a week of each other. 
Though finicky in her tag team preferences, 
She has built an impressive record in her 
two-year stay in the WWF. 

“She is a whole lot more than just beau- 
ty,” wrote Mike Siebenaler of Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia. “She has managed more champions 
in a short time than most do in their entire 
career. That takes brains as well.” 








JIMMY HART 
17,810 votes 

First runner-up: Our Manager of the 
Year for 1994 remains a force in WCW. 
He managed a rookie, The Giant, to the 
WCW World heavyweight title, and put 
aside his differences with many WCW 
Stars in an attempt to unify against the 
insurgent New World Order. Hart is a lot 
of talk, but he’s also proved through the 
years that he has what it takes to back 
up that talk. 


MANAGER 


OF THE YEAR 
* 





SUNNY 
22,679 votes 





Sunny ventured out of the tag team 
realm as well this past year. She brought to 
the WWF Faarooqg (a.k.a. Ron Simmons), 
who made an immediate impact on Ahmed 
Johnson by seriously injuring his kidney 
and forcing him to vacate his Intercon- 
tinental title. 

Sunny ultimately molded Bodydonna 


JIM CORNETTE 
14,854 votes 


second runner-up: A first—Cornette 
did not manage one champion this year. 
He wasn't even the manager of record for 
the new WWF World tag champs, Davey 
Boy Smith and Owen Hart. Clarence Mason 
had just stolen the rights to the team. The 
only member of his camp left is the slump- 
ing Big Van Vader. But give Cornette cred- 
it for always keeping his charges—and 
himself—in the spotlight. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (11,438) 






Skip (Chris Candido), a singles 
wrestler, into a tag team champion. Now 
that the Gunns have split, she might try to 
do the opposite for Billy. She came to the 
WWF after a successful reign as a premier 
manager in Smoky Mountain Wrestling, 
where she managed singles and tag team 
champions in the now-defunct Tennessee- 
based promotion. 

When the WWF came calling, she initial- 
ly took the role of broadcaster, but she had 
her sights set on a managerial position. 
lronically, she has now parlayed that fame 
she gained as a manager to return, albeit 
part-time, to her previous role on TV. Sunny 
is now the co-host of WWF Livewire. 

“Is there any end to my talents?” Sunny 
Said when told she had won. “I’m the best 
manager, |'m the best broadcaster, and |’m 
the best-looking by far.” 

Earlier this year, Sunny took home a 
slammy for Best Buns. In voting her the top 
manager of 1996, our readers obviously 
looked past the award-winning posterior ... 
at least briefly. 





BILL ALFONSO 
6,069 votes 

Third runner-up: He entered ECW to 
lay down the law as a troubleshooting 
referee. Now, aS a manager, he is the 
biggest lawbreaker of them all. “Fon- 
zie,” as he is called, oversees the career 
of Taz, who combines vicious rule- 
breaking with textbook technical skills. 
Alfonso’s 18 years of wrestling experi- 
ence are serving him well in his new 
role. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Paul Bearer, Hillbilly Jim, Teddy Long, Jose Lothario, Sherri Martel, Clarence Mason, 


Col. Robert Parker, Kevin Sullivan, and Woman. 
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mm |VMIPLY PUT, IT was, and contin- 
eer Wes to De, a war. 

For the first time in the history of these 
awards, a year-long battle between two non- 
wrestlers receives recognition as the top feud. 
Their battles did not take place in the ring, no 
Sweat poured off their bodies (well, maybe 
some), no blood was spilled, and no bones were 
broken. McMahon and Bischoff waged war on TV 
... and in the courts. 

The intensity rivaled that of any in-ring feud. 

“| think it elevated the sport to a new plateau,” 
wrote Paul Witt of Portland, Oregon. 

Bischoff, WCW’s senior vice president, initial- 
ly threw the gauntlet down on Labor Day 1995 by 
premiering WCW Monday Nitro opposite WWF 
Monday Night Raw. He occasionally belittled his 
competitor by revealing results of pre-taped Raw 
matches. 

On January 1, McMahon fired back with the 
now-infamous “Billionaire Ted” skits. McMahon 
even used those vignettes as a platform to try to 
block the Turner Broadcasting-Time Warner 
merger. 

The most significant aspect of the feud, 








RIC FLAIR vs. 
RANDY SAVAGE 
13,951 votes 
First runner-up: Their feud wasn't just 
over the WCW belt that they exchanged. 
Elizabeth's betrayal of Savage made it per- 
sonal. Flair has always known how to 
push Savage's buttons, but there were 
several matches in which he lived to 
regret using that strategy. Even when 
WCW fan favorites and rulebreakers unit- 
ed against the NWO, Savage and Flair kept 
their distance. 








FEUD 
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* 
ERIC BISCHOFF vs. 
VINCE McMAHON 
19,305 votes 





F iiy 


though, was the talent exodus from the WWE to 
WCW and vice versa. The WWF signed Big Van 
Vader, Marc Mero, Steve Austin, and Brian 
Pillman, all former WCW stars, while WCW 
secured the services of Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, 
Ted DiBiase, Six (who all in turn joined the NWO), 


RUNNERS-UP 


MANKIND vs. 
THE UNDERTAKER 
11,813 votes 

second runner-up: After entering the 
WWF, Mankind wasted little time instigat- 
ing a feud with The Undertaker. Their wars 
took them to boiler rooms and makeshift 
graveyards in arenas around the country. 
But the damage done in their battles was 
not only physical. At SummerSlam, Paul 
Bearer ended his relationship with ‘Taker 
and joined his hated rival. An Undertaker 
with hurt feelings is a dangerous man. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (21,859) 


and Jeff Jarrett. Never have so many 
prominent wrestlers jumped ship in the span of 
12 months. 

The feud took a bizarre turn in September, 
when Jim Ross announced that Razor Ramon 
and Diesel would be returning to the WWF. WCW 
Officials, along with Hall and Nash (the original 
Ramon and Diesel), denied it vehemently. 

The WWE questioned their broadcaster, but 
did not discourage him. Ross was half-right. 
Ramon and Diesel, names copyrighted by the 
WWF, had indeed returned, but with different 
wrestlers filling those “roles.” 

“Vince VicMahon is an egomaniacal punk,» 
Bischoff told a newspaper earlier this year. “I 
quess he figures he can draw more sympathy by 
saying he gets beat up by Ted Turner than by 
realizing he gets beat up by Eric Bischoff.” 

“| don't know Eric Bischoff,” McMahon said 
during an America Online chat session. “I don't 
know what kind of skills he has, although | must 
say that it does not take a genius to be able to ... 
spend zillions of dollars with multi-network back- 
ing to accomplish what WCW has currently 
accomplished.” 









JAMIE DUNDEE vs. 
WOLFIE D 
5,437 votes 

Third runner-up: As PG-13, they were 
the best team to wrestle regularly in the 
USWA in a long time, but when Wolfie 
and Jamie broke up, things got rea/ ugly. 
They feuded over the USWA TV belt and 
the right to use the name PG-13. They 
battled in the ring, in parking lots, and 
even in a stairwell or two. They have 
since reunited, but what a feud it was for 
a few months. 





some of the top vole-getters that did not capture a runner-up spot include: Steve Austin vs. Savio Vega, The Bodydonnas vs. Henry & Phineas Godwinn, Tommy Dreamer vs. Brian Lee, 
Tommy Dreamer vs. Raven, The Eliminators vs. The Gangstas, The Giant vs. Sting, Goldust vs. Anmed Johnson, Harlem Heat vs. Rick & Scott Steiner, Shawn Michaels vs. Davey Boy 
Smith, Rey Misterio Jr. vs. Psicosis, NWO vs. WCW, and Raven vs, The Sandman. 
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MOST POPULAR WRESTLER — 





OR A WRESTLER so cocky 

@ and full of bravado, Shawn Michaels has 
developed an unbelievable fan following. He 
Calls his fans his “Klig.” Well, thanks to the 
Kliq, Michaels is an overwhelming victor for 
Most Popular Wrestler of the Year honors 
for the second straight year. 

“He's gorgeous, and he’s a great wres- 
tler,” wrote Stephanie Miller of Austin, 
Texas. “He's the consummate superstar.” 

Michaels’ popularity is universal. Kids ... 
young men ... young women ... older 
fans—they all love him. He has shown the 
world again that a wrestler doesn’t have to 
be overwhelmingly large to be popular, let 
alone be a world champion. 

Being so popular has paid off for Shawn. 
He has been a guest Baywatch, on talk 
shows, and posed for Playgirl. Not since the 
Hulk Hogan era has a WWF champion 
gained the attention of non-wrestling fans 
and non-wrestling media. Some say that 
Michaels’ busy schedule will hamper his 
ability to successfully defend the belt. He 
begs to differ. 








7 \ i 
RANDY SAVAGE 
14,248 votes 

First runner-up: Savage spent the 
year on the brink of insanity. Ric Flair 
stole Elizabeth, then Hulk Hogan betrayed 
him and WCW. But just when things were 
looking bleak, fans rallied around this de 
facto WCW leader. Although he could not 
beat Hogan for the WCW belt and took 
severe punishment throughout the year, 
he did fight valiantly for the wrestlers and 
fans of WCW. 








OF THE YEAR 
* 


SHAWN MICHAELS 
28,859 votes 








“Lam up for any challenge at any time,” 
said Michaels. 
What Michaels lacks in size, he makes 


“PSYCHO” SID VICIOUS 
9,451 votes 

Second runner-up: An unlikely candi- 
date for any award where the winner is 
determined by fan support. Where he was 
previously booed for his manic and psy- 
chotic behavior, Vicious is now hearing 
cheers for it. He briefly held the USWA 
heavyweight title, but what endeared him 
most to fans was his willingness to help 
Shawn Michaels in his battle with Camp 
Cornette. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (12,822) 


up for with heart. He has taken on 
and defeated many huge challengers, 
including Davey Boy Smith, Kevin Nash, 
Mankind, Goldust, and Big Van Vader. He 
gives the fans what a super heavyweight 
never could: hope that a smaller man can 
beat a bigger man with technical skill and 
dogged determination. 

“The dream was realized at Wrestle- 
Mania XII, and it continues,” said Michaels. 
“I'm on top of the WWF, and | owe it to my 
Klig.” 

What is most interesting is that Michaels 
almost didn't make it to this point. Ifa group 
of thugs in Syracuse had gotten their way 
last fall, Michaels would not have a belt or 
this award. Owen Hart took pride in nearly 
ending Shawn’s career last year, but he won 
the 1996 Royal Rumble to earn the Wrestle- 
Mania XII title shot. 

No one could stop “The Heartbreak 
Kid" —not Owen Hart, not Bret Hart, not Jim 
Cornette, and not any other WWF rulebreak- 
er. He is inspired by the fans, and inspires 
them at the same time. 











THE UNDERTAKER 
8,062 votes 

Third runner-up: It was a rough year 
for Undertaker. He received shots at the 
WWF title early in ‘96, but interference 
prevented him from winning it. His 
toughest times, however, came late in 
the summer, when his manager, Paul 
Bearer, betrayed him and joined the 
camp of his arch-rival, Mankind. The 
one constant in ‘Taker’s life was the 
fans’ support. 





Some of the top vote-getters who cid not capture a runner-up spot include: Tommy Dreamer, Bret Hart, Antonio Inoki, Ahmed Johnson, Lex Luger, Rey Misterio Jr., 





Sabu, The Sandman, Sting, and Savio Vega. 
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MOST HATED WRESTLER 






| HO WOULD HAVE ever 
thought? 

Last year, many lamented the fact that 
Hogan did not win a single year-end award. 
Up until late-October, after all, he had been 
WCW World champion. 

But this year, he has another plaque for 
his collection, and not because he is beloved 
by the masses. He is now reviled—and the 
vote wasn't even close. 

“It's about time that these idiots did 
something right,” said the man who now calls 
himself “Hollywood” Hogan. “This award 
means more to me than any of the others. 
Next stop, the Oscars, brother!” 

lf there was a patron saint of fan 
favoritism, it would have been Hulk Hogan. 
He was the ultimate wrestling superhero. In 
fact, with the exception of 1992 and 1993, he 
was either a winner or runner-up for the 
award in every year since 1984. And while he 
hadn't been hearing the cheers that he 
enjoyed in the 1980s these last few years, he 
still was the standard-bearer for all that was 
good in wrestling. 


GOLDUST 
15,291 votes 

First runner-up: At the halfway point 
of 1996, Goldust was considered a lock 
to win this award. His antics in and out 
of the ring have made him one of the 
most despised wrestlers in recent mem- 
ory. Fans hate Goldust for different rea- 
sons. Some are angered over his trans- 
formation from fan favorite Dustin 
Rhodes. Some feel he is just not a 
wrestler who belongs on TV. 


OF THE YEAR 
* 


HULK HOGAN 
29,573 votes 





That all changed on July 17, 1996, at Bash 
at the Beach. Hogan became what he had 
fought against for 12 years. On that night in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, he betrayed everyone 
who had supported him during the last dozen 






idl = 


JERRY LAWLER 
9,573 votes 

second runner-up: Last year's winner 
remains a top contender for this award. 
Ironically, the difference this year is that he 
is now hated in both the WWF and USWA. 
At least “The King” is finally consistent. 
Lawler sunk to new depths this year by 
openly mocking Jake “The Snake” Roberts 
for his problems with drugs and alcohol 
every time he could. Who knows what 
1997 will bring? 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (11,166) 






years: his friends, his fans, his 
home promotion, and wrestling as a whole. 
Now when he cups his hand to his ear, he 
hears boos rather than cheers. Instead of 
showering him with adoration, fans now bom- 
bard Hogan with trash when he's in the ring. 

The reigning WCW World champion has 
exceeded all expectations as a rulebreaker. He 
not only won the big belt, he perpetrated 
attacks on some of his best friends, both men 
and women. In the last five months, Hogan 
has done a great job getting people to forget 
all the good he did over the previous 12 years. 

“| never thought | could hate one wrestler 
so much,” said Missy Jackson of St. Paul, 
Minnesota. “He's nothing more than a bum 
now. 

Many have said that Hogan's dalliance 
into rulebreaking will only be temporary. But 
can he ever return to the good graces of the 
fans after all he has done? 

Hogan's own comments sum it all up per- 
fectly. 

“You hate me. You really hate me.” 

They do. They really do. 





THE GIANT 
7,003 votes 

Third runner-up: The former WCW 
World heavyweight champion spent his 
rookie year finding himself. First he was 
a member of the Dungeon of Doom. 
Then he teased a turn to fan favoritism 
before eventually returning to Kevin 
Sullivan's fold. But he further angered 
fans by joining the New World Order this 
summer and shifting the balance of 
power away from WCW. 


some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Arn Anderson, Steve Austin, Chris Benoit, Shane Douglas, Faaroog, Scott Hall, Mankind, 
Raven, Davey Boy Smith, and Big Van Vader. 
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gi AN ERA in which matches 

@ average 10 to 15 minutes, and in an era in 
which some fans chant “Boring!” during 
slow points, it is hard to imagine any 60- 
minute match generating enough excitement 
to win a year-end award. 

But the WWF promised a classic when it 
signed an “Iron Man” match between Bret 
Hart and Shawn Michaels for the WWF 
World title at WrestleMania XII, and Shawn 
and Bret delivered. Not many wrestlers 
would be able to hold up under such difficult 
circumstances, but Michaels and Hart are no 
ordinary wrestlers. 

“| didn't know what to expect,” wrote 
Tim Och of Pikeville, Kentucky. “But they 
made 60 minutes fly with the best match I’ve 
ever seen.” 

The match was not without controversy. 
lis parameters were simple: Whoever won 
the most falls in an hour would be champi- 
on. The two competitors matched each other 
hold for hold and move for move. However, 
after 60 minutes, with Michaels caught in a 
“sharpshooter” at the end, neither he nor 





SHAWN MICHAELS vs. 
MANKIND 
12,919 votes 

First runner-up: Their September 22 
war was a Clash of styles. The scientific 
and aerial WWF World champ battled the 
risk-taking, manic outcast. They used eve- 
rything possible, including chairs and ring 
steps, and destroyed a broadcasters’ table 
and the equipment on it by crashing 
through it. Who was more exhausted 
afterward, the combatants or the fans? 


‘MATCH | 


OF THE YEAR 
x 


SHAWN MICHAELS vs. 
BRET HART 
18,663 votes 





Hart had won a single fall. Determined to see 
a clear winner, WWF President Gorilla Mon- 
soon insisted that the match go into sudden- 
death overtime. 

Three minutes later, following a super- 
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ROB VAN DAM 
8,880 votes 

Second runner-up: Neither was con- 
cerned about any ECW title or top-10 rank- 
ing in this August 3 thriller. It wasn’t even to 
determine who was the better wrestler. This 
was a match about respect. The loser was 
supposed to shake the winner's hand and 
profess his respect for him. Van Dam won, 
but he didn’t want to shake hands or hear 
what Sabu had to say. Just a terrific match. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (23,628) 






RS-UP 


kick, Michaels had the belt. 

After 13 years in wrestling, Michaels had 
the one title he had always dreamed about 
winning. After years of being pegged as a tag 
team specialist, Shawn Michaels held one of 
the two most prestigious titles in the U.S. He 
was euphoric and exhausted. 

Hart stormed out of the ring, the build- 
ing, and the WWF, albeit temporarily. He felt 
that he had done what he had been told to do 
as champ—defend the belt for 60 minutes. 
He didn’t expect the rules to suddenly 
change. 

“| had nothing against Shawn Michaels,” 
said Hart. “He beat me on that night. It’s just 
| would have felt better if it wasn't a spur of 
the moment decision to have overtime.” 

Michaels has now wrestled in four con- 
secutive Matches of the Year. He beat Marty 
Jannetty in 1993, lost to Razor Ramon in 
1994, and lost to Diesel in 1995. 

Year after year, he puts his all into every 
match. Soon Hart will be looking for a 
rematch. Perhaps it will be 1997’s Match of 
the Year. 
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WAR GAMES 
8,561 votes 

Third runner-up: This was by far the 
most anticipated “War Games” match in 
history. The NWO had something to 
prove, and WCW was fighting for its 
very survival. In addition, the real Sting 
showed up to confront his impostor in 
the NWO. Losing to the NWO after Sting 
abandoned his teammates was a serious 
setback for WCW, but the action was 
intense and exciting. 









Some of the top vote-getters that did not capture a runner-up spot include: January 23: Public Enemy vs. The Nasty Boys; March 17: Goldust vs. Savio Vega; March 31: Diesel vs. The 
Undertaker; April 28: Diesel vs. Shawn Michaels: May 27: Scott Steiner vs. Sting; May 28: Steve Austin vs. Savio Vega: June 16; Chris Benoit vs. Kevin Sullivan; June 23: Shawn 
Michaels vs. Davey Boy Smith; August 10: Chris Benoit vs. Dean Malenko; October 20: Mankind vs. The Undertaker; October 27: Dean Malenko vs. Rey Misterio Jr. 
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‘TAG TEAM 







Mel THE BEGINNING of 
41996, we saw what most thought 
was a return to the glory days of tag team 
wrestling. What it turned into was a yea 
of more tag team uncertainty. 

The Road Warriors returned to WCW 
... Only to disappear a few months later. 
The Steiners followed Hawk and Animal, 
but an injury to Scott put their future in 
question. Sting and Luger self-destructed 
under a cloud of mistrust. The Bodydonnas 
and Smokin’ Gunns broke up. 

But there was, according to our read- 
ers, one constant. 

Harlem Heat. For the second straight 
year, Booker T and Stevie Ray have 
earned top tag team honors. 

“| didn’t start out as much of a fan of 
Harlem Heat,” wrote Brian Clemson of 
ochenectady, New York. “But when they 
kept winning title after title, they got my 
attention real quick. They are truly one of 
the elite tag teams going today.” 

Booker T and Stevie Ray started 1996 
as the reigning WCW World tag team 
champions. By the end of the month, they 


OF THE YEAR 
* 


HARLEM HEAT 
21,211 votes 





had lost the belts to Sting and Luger. They 
gained revenge on the makeshift team by 
regaining the belts six months later. 

The Steiners beat them this summer, but 
their reign lasted but a few days. 

Public Enemy got the best of the Heat 















by taking the belts during one 
edition of WCW Monday Nitro, but Heat 
had them back less than two weeks later. 
At Halloween Havoc, Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash cheated their way to the title. If his- 
tory is any indication, Stevie and Booker 
won't have to wait long to get those belts 
back yet again. 

No other team won three world tag 
titles in 1996, and we don't think Harlem 
Heat got this award by default. This is a 
good, quick, strong, tough, and consis- 
tent team. 

“Is there any doubt what my men can 
do?” said their manager, Sherri Martel. 
“They took everything from the best tag 
teams around. Well, who's the best now?” 

Despite her biased bravado, Martel 
might be on.to something. Harlem Heat 
entered WCW three years ago amidst no 
fanfare. Now just about everyone knows 
how good they are. 

The Road Warriors and Steiners made 
headlines by returning to WGW this year. 
Harlem Heat made headlines by winning 
more titles. 











THE ELIMINATORS RICK & SCOTT STEINER THE GANGSTAS 
21,210 votes 10,569 votes 5,567 votes 


Third runner-up: After two years in 
ECW, New Jack and Mustafa Saed final- 
ly realized their goal of winning the ECW 
tag team title when they beat The 
Eliminators. But even with the belts, 
their lust for blood and brutality will 
never be satisfied. They're not great sci- 
entific wrestlers, but you won't find 
many better streetfighting teams. 


second runner-up: The Steiners re- 
turned to the bright lights of WCW this 
year, and many felt that they were destined 
for a long title reign. The best they could 
do was three days. You can attribute that 
to constant outside interference on the 
side of their foes. They were beginning to 
look aS good as they ever have. Now, with 
scott hurt, their future ts uncertain. 


First runner-up: The closest vote 
since 19/3, when Bob Orton and Tony 
Garea tied for Rookie honors. Votes 
came in strongly for The Eliminators in 
areas where ECW isn’t even on TV. For 
six months, John Kronus and Perry 
Saturn defended the ECW tag belts in 
some brutal and bloody battles until The 
Gangstas finally caught up with them. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (22,449) 
Some of the top yvote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Jun Akiyama & Mitsuharu Misawa, The Bodydonnas, Henry & Phineas Godwinn, 
Lex Luger & Sting, The Nasty Boys, Public Enemy, The Road Warriors, and The Smokin’ Gunns. 
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B® () WHAT WILL his sopho- 
Se more year be like? 

The Giant did many things this year 
that were unprecedented. He was deemed 
the top contender to the WCW World title 
before his first pro match. He became the 
first rookie ever to win a world title when 
he pinned Ric Flair for the WCW belt in 
April. He debuted in the “PW 500” at 
number two. 

His winning Rookie of the Year hon- 
ors was almost a foregone conclusion. 
But fans decided he wasn’t only the best 
rookie of ‘96, but also the best wrestler. 

It's not supposed to be this easy for 
any rookie, not even one who stands 7'4". 
The Giant not only beat most of the com- 
petition put in front of him, he destroyed it. 

“No one can question me,” said The 
Giant. “| am not one of the best. | am the 
best, and | owe it all to myself.” 

In his first year, he has choke- 
Slammed and cleanly defeated veterans 
like Flair, Sting, Lex Luger, Chris Benoit, 
and Arn Anderson. Since Andre the Giant 








_}ea 


SHAWN MICHAELS 
20,866 votes 


— 


WRESTLER 


OF THE YEAR 
* 


THE GIANT 
22,449 votes 


retired and subsequently died, numerous 
big men have come forward and attempt- 
ed to fill the void he left. The Giant would 
make Andre proud. 

It has been said before, but it bears 


RIC FLAIR 


9,242 votes 





repeating: The Giant has accom- 
plished more in one year than most wres- 
tlers accomplish in their entire careers. 
He started with the Dungeon of Doom, 
appeared to turn favorite, returned to the 
Dungeon of Doom, then joined the New 
World Order. But it doesn’t seem to mat- 
ter where his allegiances lie. He’s still the 
Same dominant wrestler. 

“| thought that he would always fight 
for WCW, whether he was a fan favorite 
or a rulebreaker,” said Mark Myhre of 
Lubbock, Texas. “He proved that he could 
still shake things up when he joined 
Hogan. For me, it was between The Giant 
and Shawn Michaels, but Michaels isn’t 
as overpowering as The Giant.” 

This year for The Giant should prove 
to be interesting. He is still a member of 
the NWO, and that organization continues 
to revolve around Hulk Hogan. But if he 
wants the World belt back, he might need 
to contribute one more thing to the NWO: 
a giant-sized choke-slam delivered 
against the leader of the group. 












tf, ti 
AHMED JOHNSON 


6,987 votes 





Third runner-up: Johnson's large 
vote total can only be attributed to the 
immediate impact he made on the WWF 
and the fact that he won the I-C champi- 
onship so early in his WWF tenure. He 
might have received more votes had 
Faaroog not injured him and indirectly 
ended his reign as champ. Don't worry: 
Johnson will be back, maybe stronger 
than ever. 


Second runner-up: Flair heard the 
growing clamor of the critics and, for that 
matter, this magazine. He was supposedly 
washed-up. His days of contending for the 
WCW World title—or any title—were in 
the past. Not just yet, he said. The “Nature 
Boy” held the WCW World title twice and 
the WCW U.S. title once in 1996. If age, 
injury, and criticism won't stop Flair, what 
will? 


First runner-up: Although ranked 
number one in the 1996 “PW// 500," 
Michaels came up about 1,600 votes 
short of winning this honor. In the past 
year, he won the Royal Rumble and, 
more importantly, the WWF World title. 
Michael’ title reign was ended at Sur- 
vivor Series by his former friend Sid 
Vicious. Not bad for a guy who was once 
known as “the other Rocker.” 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (22,269) 
Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Steve Austin, Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Kenta Kobashi, Konnan, Lex Luger, Raven, 
The Sandman, Randy Savage, and Sting. 
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HE WORLDS OF amateur 
and professional wrestling 
are light years apart. The rules 
and surrounding hype are so 
different that there are hardly 
any grounds for comparison. 

It is exceedingly rare that an 
athlete can be a legitimate hero 
in both settings. 

Only three men in recent 
history have been able to suc- 
ceed at the championship level 
in both sports—Verne Gagne, 
Jack Brisco, and Dan Hodge, 
this year’s recipient of the Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Editors’ 
Award. 

Growing up on the Okla- 
homa plains, Hodge became a 
true amateur legend. He won 
three straight NCAA titles (at 
17/ pounds) for the University 
of Oklahoma and was unbeaten 
during his entire collegiate 
career (1955-57). 

Hodge was without question 
the most feared amateur wres- 
tler of his era. He pinned nearly 
80 percent of his collegiate 
foes, including an NCAA record 
22 in a row. He was voted the 
outstanding wrestler at the 
national collegiate tournament 
as a junior and a senior. 

On April 1, 1957, Hodge 
made the cover of Sports Iilus- 
trated ... and to this day 
remains the only amateur wrestler to ever 
grace the cover of that publication. 

Hodge was a silver medalist at the 
1956 Olympics, losing the gold medal on 
a fluke call while leading the eventual 
champion by an 8-1 score. He later be- 
came an amateur boxer, compiling a 1/- 
0 record (14 knockouts). He was national 
heavyweight Golden Gloves boxing 
champion in 1959. 

Hodge tried boxing professionally and 
got to within one bout of a top 10 ranking 
and a shot at then-heavyweight champion 
Floyd Patterson. But he decided to give it 
up and instead returned to his first love— 
wrestling. Hodge captured his first NWA 
junior heavyweight championship by 
beating Angelo Savoldi on July 7, 1960 
and went on to win the title on four occa- 
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sions, maintaining possession of the 
championship for about 11 of 16 years 
until he was forced to retire after breaking 
his neck in a car accident. 

Today, Hodge enjoys his status as one 
of wrestling’s all-time greats. He is a fre- 
quent guest at the memorabilia show at 
the NCAA tournament, where he signs 
hundreds of autographs and chats almost 
nonstop with the fans who line up to meet 
him. 

“Everyone loves Dan,” said Wade 
Schalles, a two-time NCAA champion and 
co-sponsor of the memorabilia show. 
“He's great with the fans, and, of course, 
they all want to shake that famous hand.” 

Hodge's hand power is legendary in 
wrestling circles. For years, he has awed 
fans by crushing thick apples and snap- 
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ping the handles off pliers, and 
he still does so at the age of 
64. 

“There is no question 
Hodge is one of the strongest 
wrestlers of all-time, and one 
of the best ever,” said former 
NWA World champion Lou 
Thesz, a man who should 
know. During his fabled career, 
Thesz wrestled more than 
6,200 matches, and he battled 
Hodge on at least a dozen 
occasions. 

“He was as fierce a com- 
petitor as l’'ve ever known,” 
said Thesz. “Many of the top 
pro wrestlers were actually 
afraid to get in the ring with 
him.” 

The years since the car 
accident have been good to 
Hodge. Along with their daugh- 
ter, Linda Cline, Hodge and his 
wife, Dolores, have formed a 
company that produces a vari- 
ety of craft items sold around 
the country. 

Each year, The Wrestling 
Institute Newsmagazine (W./.N.) 
presents the Dan Hodge Tro- 
phy to the top collegiate 
wrestler in the nation. The two- 
foot trophy has become the 
most prestigious award in the 
collegiate wrestling world. 

Last year, Hodge was se- 
lected to play a key role in a full-length 
motion picture, One More Shot. The 
movie's star and writer, Wayne Boyd, 
liked Hodge so much that he reworked 
the script at the last minute so as to fea- 
ture Hodge more prominently. 

“Wrestling has always been wonderful 
to me,” said Hodge. “| love the sport and 
the people in it. I've had a very exciting 
life and traveled all over the world. It’s so 
nice to be remembered by all the fans at 
the NCAA tournaments and the other 
places | go these days. 

“| appreciate the honor given to me by 
Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED,” he added. 
“It's nice to be remembered for many 
years of hard work and victories in the 
ring.” 

—Mike Chapman 
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About As Unpredictable As Johnny Rodz: 
Brian Pillman 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


A 100-Proof Creep: Jerry Lawler 
—Tom Small, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


Amen, Brother: (Tie) Hulk Hogan and Jim 
Ross 


—Jeremy Painter, Luray, VA 








Once again 

we have asked 

our readers to create 

their own awards and 

name the person most 

deserving of those awards. It’s 

our annual showcase of our fans’ 

creativity, our way of dubiously honoring 
those involved with our favorite sport. 
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A Prenuptial Agreement: Elizabeth 
—Marty Sheehan, Wilmington, DE 


Assault With A Deadly Slim Jim: Kevin Nash 
—RAobert Piltaver Jr., La Salle, IL 


At Least He’s Been In More Matches Than 
Lawrence Taylor: Steve McMichael 
—(George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Aptly Named For Number Of Months — 
Before The NWO Dumps Him: Six 
—Marty Sheehan, Wilmington, DE | 





Spfeatbane’ 
< At Least He Doesn't Do The Macarena: 
Disco Inferno 


—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


A Truly Extreme Triangle Match: Lady 
Alexandra vs. Francine vs. Beulah Mc- 
Gillicutty 

—Patrick Hart, Allentown, PA 


Best Reason To Practice Birth Control In 
Pepperland: The Blue Meanie 
—Greg Morris, Thomson, GA 


Ain’t They Great?: The Blue Meanie & Stevie Richards 
—(Christian Benzig, Glenmoore, PA 
= —Jeff Power, Lawrenceville, GA 





Better Than Coke vs. Pepsi: WCW vs. WWF 
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Can Outdance Disco Inferno Any Day: 
Bubba Ray Dudley 
—Keith Lester, Saluda, SC 





Better Than Watching The Psychic 
Friends: The AWF’s Warriors Of Wrestling 
—Harry Caldwall, Wilton, GT 


Big Improvement: Madusa’s jump to WCW 
—Heather Miller, Dillsburg, PA 


Biggest Lie: WCW Uncensored back by 
popular demand! 
—Robert Gray, Benton, IL 


Boss Hogg Is Gone, But | Got His Clothes: 
Col. Robert Parker 
—James Puall, Jacksonville, NC 


Bring A New Meaning To The Phrase 
“Table Dancing”: Public Enemy 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Call My Hotline To Find Who Won This 
Award: Gene Okerlund 
—Scott Bova, Waterford, NY 


Can You Picture These Two At A Smorgas- 
bord?: The Headhunters 
—John W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 
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Claude Lemieux’s Tag Team Partner: The 
—John Hyland, Bayside, NY 


Cowboys From Hell: The Smokin’ Gunns 
—Jared Butler, Martin, TN 


Cry Me A River, Has-Been: Bret Hart 
—Heather Miller, Dillsburg, PA 


Dial 911 And Hope Harley Race Answers: 
Big Van Vader 
—Christian Benzig, Glenmoore, PA 


Did He Also Spray-Paint That Beard On?: 
Hulk Hogan 
—Juan Vazquez, Mount Vernon, NY 


Don’t Quit Your Day Job: Steve McMichael! 
—Tom Small, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


Doublemint Twins: Kevin Kelly and Jim Ross 
—Jamie Ragsdale, Springfield, MO 


Dumb And Dumber: Marty Jannetty and 
Leif Cassidy 
—Heather Miller, Dillsburg, PA 


Dusty Always Did Want A Daughter: 
Goldust 
—Jason Hunt, Whangarei, New Zealand 





Danny Davis Award For Excellence In 
Officiating: Nick Patrick 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Drink Milk And One Day You'll Become 
Big And Strong: Rey Misterio dr. 
—Joseph Stofen, Harpursville, NY 





Dusty Rhodes’ “Clubberin” and “Plunderin” 
Award For Clear And Concise Color Com- 
mentary: Steve McMichael 

—Marty Sheehan, Wilmington, DE 


Employees Must Wash Fingers Before 
Handling Opponents: Mankind 
—Robert Hordines, Bronx, NY 


Faith No More Award: Hulk Hogan 
—Andrew Smokler, Marietta, GA 


Flunked Out Of The WWF: Shane “Dean” 
Douglas 
—WMike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


Flushed His Dignity Down The Toilet: Tony 
“T.L. Hopper” Anthony 
—Jim S. Bartlette, Chinook, MT 


Forgotten, But Not Gone: Bob Backlund 
and the Iron Sheik 
—IMike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


Frankenmikey? Stevie Kick? This Is Pro 
Wrestling’s Best Announcer?: Joey Styles 
—William E. Wright Ill, Pearl City, Hl 


From ‘Quake To Flake: John Tenta 
—kKylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


Full-Blooded Idiot: J.T. Smith 
—Viekram Joshi, Blue Bell, PA 


Gaining More Weight Than Yokozuna: Jim 
Cornette 
—Robert Piltaver, Chicago, IL 


Get A Life: The Undertaker 
—Jason Hunt, Whangarei, New Zealand 


Great Date For My Ex-Husband: Madd 
Maxxine 
—Sharon Morrissette, Timmins, Ontario 


Greatest Moment In Wrestling: Hulk 
Hogan turning his back on the fans 
—Michael Capozzoli, Brigantine, NJ 


Guerrilla In The Mist: Barry Windham 
—Christian Benzig, Glenmoore, PA 


Hello, | Must Be Going: The Ultimate 
Warrior 


—Tom Small, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 
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Homophobic Horror: Goldust 
—Reid Shimizu, Aiea, HI 


He May Be Suffering, But He Doesn’t Miss 
Many Meals: Mankind 
—Keith Lawrence, Clearwater, FL 


Hey, Does This Mean | Can Be Adam 
Bomb? The New Razor Ramon and New 
Diesel 

—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


Human Dart: Kevin Nash hurling Rey 
Misterio Jr. against a trailer on Nitro 
—Reid Shimizu, Aiea, Hl 


| Don't Care If His Lucky Charms Are Won- 
derfully Delicious, Get Him Out Of Wres- 
tling!: The Leprechaun 

—Greg Morris, Thomson, GA 


| Hope He Swallows That Whistle: Bill 
Alfonso 
—John W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 


Impossible Game Show Concept: Make 
Dean Malenko laugh 
—kKylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


| Swear, Officer, There’s No Blood In My 
Alcohol Stream: The Sandman 
—Jared Butler, Martin, TN 


It Was Good While It Lasted: Barry 
Horowitz’ winning streak 
—Reid Shimizu, Aiea, HI 


It’s On The Map Next To Pepperland: Parts 
Unknown 
—Keith Lawrence, Clearwater, FL 


Just Plain Tough: Arn Anderson 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Kick Butt The Way The Horsemen Used 
To: The NWO 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Kings For A Day, Fools For A Lifetime: The 
Godwinns win the WWF World tag team 
title 

—Justin Ballard, Boston, MA 


Maybe He Thought It Was A “Kiss-My- 
Foot” Match: Kevin “Diesel” Nash grabbing 
Mad Dog Vachon’s prosthetic leg at In Your 
House VII 

—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


More Rolls Than Duncan Hines: The Blue 

Meanie 
—vJack Lefferts & Kristina Kolsun, 
Philadelphia, PA 


Luckily It Was Just A Passing Shower: 
Cloudy 
—Willam E. Wright Iil, Pearl City, HI 
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Most Common Sound Heard On A ECW 
Telecast: Beep! 
—Reid Shimizu, Aiea, HI 


Most Likely To Be With Dennis Rodman At 
The Altar: Goldust 
—Ralph Ellis Miley, Santa Fe Springs, CA 


Must Miss TV: WCW Saturday Night 
—William E. Wright III, Pearl City, HI 


My Dream Come True: Shawn Michaels in 
Playgirl 
—Cynthia Roy, Timmins, Ontario 


No, Not The Blue-Light Special!: Glacier 
—dJohn W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 


Now This ls Uncensored: ECW 
—Johin W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 


One More Time! One More Time!: Kevin 
Nash “jackknifing” Eric Bischoff through a 
table at The Great American Bash 

—Johin W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 
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One Tough Guy: New Jack 
—Juan Vazquez, Mount Vernon, NY 


Oops! There Goes Another Partner: 
Marcus Bagwell 
—Stephen Prosser, Gloucester, Ontario 


Pearl River Powerhouse: Anmed Johnson 
—Vikram Joshi, Blue Bell, PA 


Proof Tag Team Wrestling Is Dead: Henry 
and Phineas Godwinn win the WWF tag 
team title 

—Michael Capozzoli, Brigantine, NJ 


Quote Of The Year: (Hacksaw Duggan to 
Hulk Hogan) “Hulk, you are a great techni- 
cal wrestler.” 

—Jason Gallaway, Red Oak, TX 


Rookie Of The Decade: The Giant 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


Second Funniest Thing | Ever Saw: Hulk 
Hogan whipping Randy Savage with a Slim 
Jim 

—James Brown, Johnstown, PA 
Separated At Birth: Count Grog and Paul 


Bearer 
—Barry Johnson, Chicago, IL 


Page 62 Request Of The Year: Lady 
Alexandra 
—Peter Morgan, Eau Claire, WI 





slipping Into Darkness: The Undertaker 
—Brian Keith Sybert, Ford City, PA 





Shake Your Booty Right Out Of Wrestling: 
Disco Inferno 
—Chris Setterlund, West Tarmouth, MA 


She Threw More Than Her Belt In The 
Garbage: Madusa 
—Reid Shimizu, Aiea, HI 


She Would Be Perfect For Basic Instinct: 
Beulah McGillicutty 
—Jeff Power, Lawrenceville, GA 


Shock Of The Year: The WWF admitting 

there are other wrestling organizations ... 

and even referring to them by name 
—Heather Miller, Dillsburg, PA 


Slop Till You Drop: The Godwinns 
—Kylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


still Razor-Sharp: Scott Hall 
—Jom Small, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


Strip Match We Hope We Never See: 
Cloudy vs. Bastion Booger 
—Kylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


Tag Team Of The Future: The Eliminators 
—Juan Vazquez, Mount Vernon, NY 


Take My Ex-Wife ... Please: (Tie) The 
Sandman and Randy Savage 
—Tom Small, Lake Hiawatha, NJ 


The Only Reason WCW Monday Nitro Gets 
Good Ratings: The NWO 
—Christina Naviello, Lyndhurst, NJ 


The Beavis And Butt-head Award: Stevie 
Richards and The Blue Meanie 
—Jared Butler, Martin, TN 


The Gobbledy Gooker Memorial Worst 
Persona Of The Year Award: The Goon 
—Jim S. Bartlette, Chinook, MT 


The New Rockheads: Marty Jannetty and 
Leif Cassidy 
—Stephen Prosser, Gloucester, Ontario 


The Homewreck Kid: Shawn Michaels 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


The Karastan Award (For Lying Like A 
Rug): Salvatore Sincere 
—Kylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


The Man With The Perfect Pickup Line: 
Curt Hennig 
—Jamie Ragsdale, Springfield, MO 


The Real Crybaby Of The Hart Family: Bret 
Hart 
—Christina Naviello, Lyndhurst, NJ 


The Reason Why God Made Mute Buttons: 
Dusty Rhodes 
—Dennis Jamiolkowski, Long Valley, NJ 


This Bud's For You: (Tie) Jake Roberts and 
Aldo Montoya 
—Jamie Ragsdale, Springfield, MO 





Stone-Age Mutant Ninja Turtle: Jose 
Lothario 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


What’s So Humiliating About A Bald 
Guy Getting His Head Shaved?: John 
ne 


—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 





Till Death Do Us Part: Undertaker and Paul 
Bearer 
—Jamie Ragsdale, Springfield, MO 


Used, Abused, And Confused: Sting 
—William E. Wright III, Pearl City, HI 


Who’s Who In Wrestling: Jim Neidhart 
—George Bovell, Sunnyvale, CA 


Would Be Perfect For That New NFL 
Franchise In Baltimore: Raven 
—Christian Manacmal, Downey, CA 


Wrestler Most In Need Of McDonald’s 
Application: Joe Gomez 
—Robert Gray, Benton, IL 


What Goes Around Comes Around: Vince 
McMahon 
—Robert Gray, Benton, IL 


Where Did He Get That Eggshell?: Ron 
“Faaroog” Simmons 
—dJohin W. Jones, Cleveland, OH 


Wrestling For The Weak Of Heart: The 
“Nacho Man”-“Huckster” match at Wrestle- 
Mania Xll 

—Sieve Walles, Stoneham, MA 


Wrestling’s Guardian Angel: Jake Roberts 
—Brian Keith Sybert, Ford City, PA 


Win A Title Or Get Lost: “Psycho” Sid 
—Christian Benzig, Glenmoore, PA 


WWF Dream Match: Sunny vs. Sable 
—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 


You Can Have Your Cake And Beat Him, 
Too: Hulk Hogan attacks The Booty Man at 
Hog Wild 

—Jason Hunt, Whangarei, New Zealand 


Yo, Chico, Lose The Stinkin’ Accent, Man: 
Scott “Razor Ramon” Hall 
—Heather Miller, Dillsburg, PA 


You Could Get Arrested Doing That: Barry 
“The Stalker” Windham 
—VJared Butler, Martin, TN 


Yeah, And He Moves Like One, Too: 
Glacier 
—Kylie McGowan, Worcester, MA 


Yeah, He Fooled Me: The NWO Sting 
—Chris Navolia, Edison, NJ 


You Came Back For This?: Barry “The 
Stalker” Windham 
—IMike Facciani, Johnstown, PA | 
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—Greg Mortis, Thomson, GA 


_ a " j 


4 MARCH/1997 « 63 









S a parody of Six, Don E. Allen will join Stevie Richards 
Ae: The Blue Meanie in The Blue World Order as 498 ... 
Konnan will get a new tag team partner named Stimpy ... 
WWF Blast Off will suffer the same fate as the Challenger ... 
Elizabeth will return to her old job in the front window of Macy's 
department store ... Ron Studd will honor the memory of his men- 
tor John Studd by feuding with The Giant. 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 





In the main event of the inaugural WWF Uncensored, Dale 
Earnhardt will defeat Bob Holly in a “Racetrack Rumble” ... 
Faaroog will win the WWF World title from Shawn Michaels after 
blasting Michaels with a chair handed to him by Sunny ... Jerry 
Lawler will become a fan favorite in the WWF, but remain hated in 
the USWA ... Steve Austin will win the WWF Intercontinental title 
at WrestleMania XIII and go undefeated throughout the rest of the 
year ... Ric Flair and Randy Savage will defeat Kevin Nash and 
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' @Qnce again we asked 
é our readers for their 
predictions for the coming 
year in professional wrestling. 
Our armchair soothsayers didn’t 
forecast the end of the world, but they did 


come up with some hilarious, off-beat ideas. 


Scoit Hall for the WCW tag team belts ... Jeff Jarrett will win the 
WCW U.S. title ... Chris Jericho will defeat Rey Misterio Jr. for the 
WCW cruiserweight title at some point, then lose it to Eddy 
Guerrero ... A tournament will be held to crown a new WWF 
Women’s champion; Aja Kong will narrowly defeat Goldust in the 
finals ... In attempt to bolster its weak tag team division, the WWF 
will sign The Mulkeys, The Renegade and Joe Gomez, and The 
Masked Assassins ... The Ultimate Warrior will fade even further 
into obscurity. 

—David Miller, Oaktown, IN 


Goldust will spend most of the year in a bodycast after trying to 
kiss Big Van Vader ... Bob Backlund and The Iron Sheik will start 
a retirement home for old wrestlers ... The new versions of Diesei, 
Razor Ramon, and “Double-J” will be abducted by aliens and 
never be seen again ... Jim Powers will capture the WCW TV title 
... Bastion Booger will take first in a pizza-eating contest, with 


Yokozuna and Kamala finishing second and 
third, respectively ... Sunny and Sable will 
settle their differences in a mud-wrestling 
match ... The WWF will institute nightly pay- 
per-views and drive all wrestling fans into 
bankruptcy. 

—WMike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


Steve Austin will finally win a world title 
... Jim Ross will be fired as a broadcaster by 
the WWF, but will manage The New Diesel 
and The New Razor Ramon ... Barry Wind- 
ham, The Great Muta, and Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley will join WCW ... Chris Benoit will 
turn against Ric Flair and lose to him at 
Flair’s farewell match at Starrcade '97 ... 
Bret Hart will win the WWF World title one 
more time. 
—Jeremy Painter, Luray, VA 


There will be at least one pay-per-view 
every day and two on Sundays ... The 
Sandman will become the official spokes- 
man for Camel cigarettes ... Vampire 
Warrior and Luna Vachon will attack The 
Undertaker ... Woman will leave The Four 
Horsemen and join the Dungeon of Doom ... 
Brian Christopher still won't join either the 
WWF or WCW ... M. Wall Street, Hacksaw 
Duggan, and Big Bubba Rogers will leave 
WCW and wrestle on the independent circuit. 

—vJason Turner, Verona, KY 


Joey Styles will go to the WWF ... Crush 
will lose a match and hold the fans in the 
arena hostage ... Steve Austin will become 
WWF World champion ... Barry Windham will reunite with Dustin 
“Goldust” Rhodes and change his name to Silverdust ... “Mr. 
Perfect” Curt Hennig and Shawn Michaels will wrestle each other 
at WrestleMania Xlll for the WWF World title ... The Blue Meanie 
will pose for Playgirl, and Brian Pillman will be featured on the 
cover of Newsweek. 

—Jason Greenhouse, Poughkeepsie, NY 


Shawn Michaels will retain the WWF World title ... The WCW 
World title will change hands 29 times and eventually settle in the 
hands of The Booty Man ... Ric Flair will win his 24th world title, 
then lose it three days later to the NWO’s newest recruit, Doink the 
Clown ... Sunny will become so beautiful that no human will be 
able to look at her without turning gold ... Shawn Michaels will 
defeat Big Van Vader at In Your House XIX after being power- 
bombed through a table and dropped from a second-story balcony. 

—Justin Ballard, Boston, MA 


Ahmed Johnson will win the Royal Rumble and defeat Shawn 
Michaels at WrestleMania XIII ... The Undertaker will leave the 
WWF and join the NWO along with Yokozuna, Tatanka, and The 





Ultimate Warrior ... Big Van Vader will defeat Mare Mero for the 
Intercontinental title ... The WWF tag team scene will continue to 
become even more dull ... Bret Hart will win the WWF World title, 
then lose it to Steve Austin after wrestling Austin in some of the 
most memorable matches ever. 


— John Morott, Stockton, CA 


The Eliminators and Eddy Guerrero will join the WWF ... 
Tommy Dreamer will defeat Raven in a “loser-gets-thrown-oftf-a- 
cliff’ match. Fortunately for Raven, The Giant will teach him how 
to survive a 20-story fall unharmed ... Six will win the WCW cruis- 
erweight title at SuperBrawl ... Disco Inferno will challenge Leif 
Cassidy to a disco dance-off ... Bret Hart will eliminate Dan 
severn to win the Royal Rumble ... Chris Benoit and Kevin 
Sullivan will battle in another “bathroom brawl,” with T.L. Hopper 
serving aS guest referee ... Sid Vicious will become Mankind’s 
psychiatrist. 

— Steve Heavisido, Yorba Linda, CA 


Ax will return to the WWF and re-form Demolition with Crush 
... Bertha Faye will be involved in a torrid love triangle with Henry 
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and Phineas Godwinn ... Goldust will become the target of 
amorous advances from Madd Maxxine ... “Taskmaster” Kevin 
Sullivan will attempt to sell the Dungeon of Doom to managers 
such as Paul Bearer and Count Grog ... Brutus Beefcake will write 
a tell-all book that reveals Hulk Hogan was the mastermind behind 


the Dungeon of Doom ... The Undertaker will become a 
spokesman for Tombstone Pizza and guest star on the highest- 
rated X-Files episode ever. 

—James 8. Couch, Castleford, ID 


Eric Bischoff will win the Ultimate Fighting Championship ... 
The Leprechaun will beat Hulk Hogan for the WCW World title via 
submission ... By the end of 1997, the WWF roster will consist of 
Bob Holly, Junkyard Dog, T.L. Hopper, The Goon, and a group of 
“invaders” consisting of Joe Gomez, The Renegade, and The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express ... Goldust will quit wrestling to join MTV's Real 
World ... Joining the NWO will be Seven, Eight, Nine, and Ten ... 
Raw will switch to Wednesdays at 2 a.m. ... Yokozuna will lose 400 
pounds after hiring Susan Powter as his personal trainer ... Scott 
Hall and Kevin Nash will be challenged by 1980s singing group 
Hall & Oates. 

—Rob Gray, Benton, IL 


Shawn Michaels will lose the WWF World title to Steve Austin 
at SummerSlam ... Scott Putski, Brian Christopher, Terry Gordy, 
Johnny Smith, and Brutus Beefcake will enter the WWF ... Jake 
Roberts will retire from active competition, but still work for the 
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| WWF... Dean Malenko and Eddy Guerrero 
| will wrestle in the Match of the Year ... The 
| NWO will fall apart in mid-1997, and Hulk 
! Hogan will retire ... After dumping Sherri 
Martel and Col. Parker, Harlem Heat will be 
| recognized as an even greater team ... PW/ 
will consider recognizing ECW's title as a 
world title ... Taz will win the ECW heavy- 
weight title. 

—Juan Vazquez, Mount Vernon, NY 


ECW will finally have a pay-per-view ... 
The NWO will wrestle regularly on Nitro and 
| WCW Saturday Night ... Keeping with its 
theme of signing former WWF wrestlers, 
WCW will sign Cpl. Kirschner, Ted Arcidi, 
and Who? ... Brian Christopher, Brian Lee, 
The Road Warriors, and The Gangstas will 
jump to the WWF ... Vince McMahon will 
attempt to do a Playboy spread with Sunny, 
Sable, and Marlena, but the deal will fall 
through when Goldust demands to be fea- 
tured in the centerfold. 
—Gary J. Sterling, Fort Benning, GA 


T.L. Hopper and Freddie Joe Floyd will 
become the WWF's franchise wrestlers ... 
Brian Pillman will be thrown in an asylum 
... Brian Lee will throw Tommy Dreamer off 
' the top of ECW Arena and through three 
tables ... The NWO will raise more than enough money for the Ric 
Flair retirement fund and force Flair into a happy retirement ... 
“Big” Dick Dudley will wrestle D-Von Dudley in a Dudleyville death 
match ... The Godwinns will become entangled in a ultraviolent 
feud with The Bushwhackers ... Who? and What? will join the 
WWF's tag team circuit along with Where? and Why? ... The WWF 
and WCW will hold a joint supercard. 

—Peter Kenneth, Lansdale, PA 


Bored and disillusioned with WCW, Sting will enter the WWF ... 
Dusty Rhodes will enter the WWF as a commentator on Aaw, and the 
ratings will plummet... The Sandman will change cigarette brands 
... Bret Hart will regain the WWF World title from Shawn Michaels 
and then feud with Brian Pillman ... “Psycho” Sid, Jake Roberts, 
Faaroog, and The New Rockers will leave the WWF ... Hacksaw 
Duggan, John Tenia, Randy Savage, Arn Anderson, and Ric Flair 
will either retire or join another promotion ... Raw will move to 
Tuesday nights, thus ending the WWF-WCW Monday night war. 

—Sean Lowe, Devon, England 


Randy Savage will be humiliated on national television when he 
is physically unable to “snap into a Slim Jim” ... An ECW wrestler 
will attempt a technical wrestling move and self-destruct ... The 
WWE will have a pay-per-view featuring all the bogus wrestlers that 
Vince McMahon has signed ... On an edition of WCW Monday Nitro, 
The Giant will sneeze and wipe out the entire cruiserweight division. 

—Michael Capozzoli, Brigantine, NJ ‘| 
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THE YEAR IS OVER? What a 
year 1996 was, huh? My lasting 
image of 1996 will be of Hulk 
Hogan standing in the ring in Day- 
tona Beach, Florida, with the former 
Diesel and the former Razor Ramon 
as fans littered the ring with gar- 
bage. The truly amazing thing about 
sports fans is that they’ll pay $4.50 
for a jumbo soda, then waste half of 
it by throwing it at an athlete they 
dislike. Ditto for popcorn, Cracker- 
jacks, peanuts, and even cinnamon 
almonds. Emotions do run deep. 

Come to think of it, if Hogan was 
standing in front of a cement wall, 
and I was driving my new Jaguar (I 
don’t really have a new Jaguar), and 
somebody could assure me that I 
wouldn't die by driving the Jaguar 
into the wall, there’s a pretty good 
chance I’d go for it. 

Okay, just kidding. My distaste 
for Hogan doesn’t run so deep that 
I’d want to see him die. Suffer? Yes. 
Never make another movie, TV 
show, or commercial? Absolutely. 

The problem is, Hogan seems 
incapable of a career misstep. He 
made No Holds Barred, one of the 
worst movies of all-time, then got 
asked to make Suburban Comman- 
do, Mr. Nanny, and, finally, an 
action TV show, Thunder In Para- 
dise, none of which won any awards. 

In 1984, he wiped out the first 
part of his career by joining the 
WWE as a fan favorite and beating 
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The Iron Sheik for the World title, 
then became the most popular wres- 
tler of all-time. Then, after years of 


shamelessly shilling for the WWF 
and himself, piling up millions of 
dollars in income in the process, he 
goes to WCW, shills some more, 
then becomes a rulebreaker with no 
respect for the fans who supported 
him. 

Great! This was Hogan revealing 
himself as the phony that he is. But 
no! The fans hate him, but they keep 
coming out to watch him! Thanks to 
Hogan’s New World Order, Monday 
Nitro outrates the WWF’s Monday 
Night Raw on a consistent basis and 
is now a two-hour program. Hogan, 
the big loser, the despicable back- 
stabbing-fan favorite-turned-despi- 
cable-back-stabbing-rulebreaker, 
keeps raking in the bucks (even 
though fans aren’t quite as enthusi- 
astic about buying his merchandise). 

This is a prime example of what I 





Hulk Hogan turning rulebreaker was the lasting moment of 1996 for Dave 
Rosenbaum. Well, not actually his turn, but rather how he shamelessly tried to get 
publicity for the NWO. 


So Gite Uae 





“Hollywood” Hogan needed help from others in the NWO to beat Randy Savage at 


pein, 


OCU 


Pee 





Halloween Havoc. He needs help from the media, though, if he’s going to remain the 


most talked-about athlete in the sport. 


now call Albert Belle Syndrome: No 
matter how despicable, disgusting, 
distasteful, and egotistical an athlete 
is, he can still make big money as 
long as he wins. The public is com- 
pletely undiscerning in selecting 
which athletes it supports. Win and 
you’re in, lose and you’re out. 

Now I’m not sure who’s to blame 
in the case of Albert Belle—proba- 
bly the media themselves, which 
keeps making a spectacle of Belle 
despite his anti-social actions—but I 
know exactly who’s to blame in 
Hogan’s case. 

Bill Apter. 

And that’s why my lasting audio 
memory of 1996 is finding out from 
Publisher Stu Saks that Apter was 
planning on spending a few days at 
Hogan’s home in Florida. 

Of course, this begs the obvious 
question: Why didn’t Hogan invite 
me or Eddie Ellner? 


Answer: Because he can’t control 
us. 

Or why didn’t he invite Stu Saks? 

Because Saks has too much to do 
in the office. — 

Brandi Mankiewicz? 

“Once IJ slept in the same state as 
Hogan,” Mankiewicz told me. “It 
turned my stomach.” 


Hogan invited Apter because he | 


Knew he’d have a willing, captive, 
enthralled audience. 

Apter deserves credit for snoop- 
ing and eavesdropping while he was 
a guest at Hogan’s home. But he was 
there only because Hogan knows his 
pipeline to the fans is through Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED and its sis- 
ter publications. After all, we are by 
far the major print media outlet in 
the sport—and Apter, more than 
anyone else in the magazine’s histo- 
ry, has been the voice of PWI/. Quite 
frankly, we needed the photos, too. 


Sure, Sometimes that voice sounds a 
little like Jerry Lewis in The Nutty 
Professor. Nonetheless, Apter has 
been the voice. 

The point is that Hogan maintains 
his popularity by maintaining his 
place on the cover of PWI and the 
other magazines. The fact is that 
Hogan has appeared on more PWI/ 
covers than any other wrestler, and 
the margin is extremely wide. 

Of course, Apter showed some 
strength by refusing Hogan’s request 
to publish an NWO magazine or rec- 
ognize the NWO as a separate entity 
from WCW. But it’s obvious that 
Hogan never thought Apter would 
acquiesce to this request. He just 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
feed Apter some ideas. 

Apter should have known. He 
was being used, and that’s why 
Hogan is “Steel Cage’s” Ingrate of 
the Year and Apter is “Steel Cage’s” 
Piece of Fly Paper of the Year. 

Congratulations to both men. (1 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


F YOUR ONLY reason to follow professional 

wrestling in 1996 was to see how “Rowdy” Roddy 

Piper's return to the sport progressed, then | 
applaud you. 

| was thrilled to see Piper back. When | began fol- 
lowing the sport seriously back in 1984, Piper was 
just beginning to create turmoil in the WWF. | 
couldn't believe the WWF would allow on TV a 
maniac with the nerve to smash a coconut over 
Jimmy Snuka’s head. 

Piper became even more inter- 
esting when he disrupted the 
vaunted rock ’n’ wrestling connec- 
tion in °84 and *85. Cyndi Lauper 
may have had the public behind 
her, but Piper wasn’t about to be 
any less controversial or danger- 
ous because of that. 

Then Piper became embroiled 
in a feud with Hulk Hogan. Their 
“War To Settle The Score” in 1985 
settled nothing, but as they both 
have admitted, it made them 
superstars on a even par. At the 
first WrestleMania, Hogan and Mr. 
T embarrassed Piper and Paul 
Orndorff, but for Piper, at least the 
embarrassment was temporary. 

He hung around the WWF for a 
few more years, but he found that 
his desire to be a movie star drew 

: A 
him away from the ring more and y 






feud was reborn when Roddy Piper confronted “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan at 
alloween Havoc. This could turn into Feud of the Year for ’97. Andy Rodriguez 


acting, but those who have seen They Live, for 
example, say Piper gave a very credible perfor- 
mance. 

Sure, Piper recently was acting president of the 

WWF, but | just couldn’t take him seriously as an 
executive, especially not one filling in for Gorilla 
Monsoon. Not even his little dispute with Goldust 
this spring convinced me he was ready for a big- 
time return. 
Now, in confronting Hogan and the NWO, Piper 
has found a stage suitable for his talents. He has 
forced Hogan to admit that maybe “Hollywood” Hulk 
isn’t as powerful and influential as he has made him- 
self out to be. And how could you not love some- 
body who calls The Giant “sprout”? 

Contract disputes or not, Piper and Hogan even- 
tually will have to settle their differences in a physi- 
cal confrontation. As gifted as both men are with 
words, their speeches alone won't satisfy their 
anger. Who's the better actor? They'll leave that up 
to the critics. Who’s the better wrestler? They’ll do 
their damndest to settle that one themselves. 

Of course Piper will be facing more than Hogan; 
he'll be facing the NWO. They’re going to be out in 
full force to protect the myth in which Hogan has 
wrapped himself. Piper’s tough, but he can’t win 
many three- or four-on-one battles. Problem is, he 
doesn't have many friends to protect him. 

Piper prides himself on standing alone. He'll 
accept some temporary help, but he doesn’t want to 
tie himself up in any permanent alliances. If he’s 
serious about facing down the NWO, though, he'll 
need a few guys to stick around for more than a 


couple of weeks. 
(Continued on page 72) 


Le 
lo, 


more. | can’t comment fully on his thinks Piper’s return was wrestling’s best story of 1996. 
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A Nostalgic Look at Pro Wrestling. This fan club is Fols 
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a month. 
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offer some of the most classic matches and interviews from Florida Championship Wrestling history. The quality is perfect. 
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Who is there to help him? Lex Luger doesn’t trust 
him, Sting’s off in a world of his own, and the 
Horsemen certainly aren’t going to lift a finger for 
him. Piper wouldn’t even want to be associated with 
athletes of less caliber than those. So he has a 


problem. 

Ahead for Piper are a 
lot of days and nights of 
agony. Hogan and the 
NWO will do their best to 


make him miserable. He’ll | 


get in his licks, too, but 
only at the expense of 
painful bumps and bruis- 
es, It makes one wonder 
why Piper even wanted to 
return. 

But not wonder for 
very long. He returned for 
a very simple reason: to 
shut up Hogan. He wants 
to demonstrate to Hulk 
and to the world that a lot 
of hard-working people 
have helped build profes- 
sional wrestling. He 
wants to remind Hogan 
that he was one of many 
who helped build the Hulk 
Hogan legend. 


Piper scored a huge iy , 


psychological victory over 
Hulk when he reminded 
him at Halloween Havoc 


that he, Piper, is the only I 


man Hogan has never 
defeated. Piper realizes 
Hogan won’t be com- 
pletely satisfied unless he 
bests the “Rowdy One?” in 
the ring. Hogan can pre- 
tend he’s the greatest 
man in the history of the 
sport, but he won't 
believe it until he puts 
Piper's shoulders on the 
mat for a three-count. 

To take some of the 
heat off himself, Hogan 
has been circulating 
reports that Piper is, lo 





win, lose, or draw 


Sanne Coe ee ee ee Pee eT eee ee ee ee 





(Continued from page 70) 


wants to be one of us! 


and behold, eager to join the NWO! See, this is all 
part of his plan, Hogan is saying. Roddy really 


That is, of course, absurd. Not even the most 
dedicated Hogan fan can take serious the rumors 


that Piper wants to be part of the NWO. When | 
asked Kevin Nash about 


No score was ever settled when Hogan and Piper feuded in the 
WWF in the mid-1980s. Rodriguez believes Piper will have a 
hard time beating Hogan now if he doesn’t make a few friends 
in WCW, 
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Piper’s supposed inten- 
tions, he just smiled and 
walked away. He knows 


} Hogan's game. 


No, Hogan is going to 
have to face Piper in the 
ring much sooner than he 
would have liked. Hogan 


» wanted the confrontation 


on his terms. He wanted 
the NWO to be estab- 


| lished solidly as the pre- 
} eminent organization in 


the sport before he “invit- 


} ed” Piper in to take a 


shot at him. Piper might 
have waited years for 


} that call. 


Now match time is 


' almost here. It’s a dis- 


pute that’s been brewing 
for more than a decade, 
but we can only hope it 
will be settled in a lot 
less time. | don’t want to 
see Hogan vs. Piper 
dragged around the cir- 
cuit for six months. That 


would cheapen the sig- 


nificance of this feud. 
These are the kind of 
matches for which pay- 
per-view was created. 

Before Halloween 
Havoc, | was going to 
remember 1996 as the 
year the NWO invaded 
wrestling. Now § I'll 
remember it as the year 
Roddy Piper came 
back—| mean really 
came back. 

Will “Piper’s Pit” be 
next? | can hope, can’t I? 


_ this month i | 


pid da 
WRESTUING'S TOP STARS. 5 


What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! a . 


4 fs 


‘wk 


UNNY: 1 
ee x 


Another exciting year of wrestling has drawn 
to a close, but we’re sure 1997 will give us 
just as many thrills. Where do you think your 
favorite stars are headed? We'll tell you what 
we think ... Do you ever wish you could sit 
down and talk to BRET HART about why he 
has such a big problem with SHAWN 
MICHAELS? We can't give you that 
opportunity, but we did ask Bret if he’d write 
a story explaining just what he thinks of 
Shawn and why. He did it—and called 
Shawn “a waste of human flesh!” ... Don’t 
miss our very personal interview with 
REY MISTERIO JR. 


IM es 


All this—and much more!—in the February 
1997 issue of The Wrestler 








How long will the NWO maintain its 
dominance over WCW? Sure, the NWO has 
won the WCW World title and tag title, and it 
has the U.S. title in its possession, but have 
SCOTT HALL and KEVIN NASH gotten so 
cocky that they’re ready to move forward on 

their own? Is there an NWO within the 

NWO? ... You know both men well. You 

probably love watching both. Now it’s time for 
you to decide. Who’s more popular, BRET 
HART or SHAWN MICHAELS? ... Find out 
why almost every WCW wrestler is 
practically begging RIC FLAIR 
to come back ASAP. 


All this—and much more!—in the February 
1997 issue of Inside Wrestling 
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UNITED STATES 


ARKANSAS 

JONESBORO—North American All-Star 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: USWA 
heavyweight champion The Colorado Kid beat 
Bill Dundee ... Brian Christopher beat Wolfie 


Charlie Parker beat 
Jamie Dundee beat Shaw 


D by disqualification ss 
Teddy Sweet ... 


Williams ... Terry Golden wrestled Bart 
Sawyer to a draw. 
(10-25-96) 

—Bert Prentice 
CALIFORNIA 


SAN JOSE—WCW at the State Event Center: 
Arn Anderson & Chris Benoit (with Woman) 
beat Kevin Sullivan & Konnan by disqualifica- 
tion ... Juventud Guerrera defeated Psicosis 
.. Six beat Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Madusa 
beat Lelani Kai ... Cruiserweight champion Rey 
Misterio Jr. defeated Dean Malenko ... Eddy 
Guerrero beat Damian 666 ... Lex Luger 
defeated Big Bubba Rogers ... Scott Hall & 
Kevin Nash beat Marcus Bagwell & Scotty 
Riggs ... Randy “Macho Man” Savage beat 
The Giant by disqualification. 
(10-25-96) 

—Toni Berrera 


STOCKTON—WCW at the Civic Center: 
Madusa beat Lelani Kai ... Lex Luger defeat- 
ed Big Bubba Rogers ... Six beat Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. ... Scott Hall & Kevin Nash beat 
Arn Anderson & Chris Benoit ... Marcus 
Bagwell & Scotty Riggs beat Konnan & Kevin 
Sullivan by disqualification ... Lex Luger 
defeated The Giant by disqualification. 
(10-24-96) 

—Kelly Parker 


CONNECTICUT 


NEW BRITAIN—Int'l Pro Wrestling at the 
Sports Palace: The Punisher beat Juan King 
.. Danny Justice & Rocky Shore beat 
Guillotine Lagrande & TNT ... Sheik Ali-Amin 
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pinned Matthew Starr ... Brick Bronsky 
defeated “Handsome” Frank Stalletto ... 
Reckless Youth beat Dave Keller (Johnny 
Graham was the special guest referee) ... 
Brick Bronsky won a 16-man battle royal, last 
eliminating Dean Powers ... 911 defeated 
Sheik Ali-Amin. 
(10-19-96) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


DELAWARE 


WILMINGTON—East Coast Wrestling Alliance 
at St. Matthews Parish Center: The Inferno Kid 
beat Steve Corino ... Julio Sanchez defeated 
Rockin’ Ronny ... Tag team champions Viper 
& Armageddon beat Mike Mayhem & Cowboy 
Blaze ... Ace Darling pinned Kid Flash ... 
Boogie Woogie Brown beat The Commando 
in a “boot camp brawl" ... Glen Osbourne 
pinned Lance Diamond ... Dirk Dunlap beat 
The Master ... Ace Darling & Lance Diamond 
co-won a battle royal and both won a shot at the 
heavyweight title later on the card ... 
Heavyweight champion Cheetah Master beat 
Ace Darling & Lance Diamond. 
(10-12-96) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO—WWF at the Rosemont Horizon: 
Justin Bradshaw defeated Barry Horowitz ... 
Crush beat Bob Holly ... Steve Austin defeat- 
ed Barry “The Stalker” Windham ... Jason & 
Jared Grimm beat The Smokin’ Gunns .... 
World champ Shawn Michaels defeated Big 
Van Vader ... The Sultan beat Aldo Montoya 

. World tag team champs Davey Boy Smith & 
Owen Hart beat Henry & Phineas Godwinn .. 
Intercontinental champ Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley defeated Marc Mero ... The 
Undertaker & “Psycho” Sid Vicious beat 
Mankind & Goldust. 
(10-25-96) 

—Charlie Kerwin 


KENTUCKY 
MIDDLESBORO—Bluegrass Championship 
Wrestling at the National Guard Armory: 
Superstar wrestled The Renegade (not the 
original) to a double-disqualification ... Jerry 
Thunder beat Sgt. Seal ... Desperado | 
defeated Night Prowler ... Mr. Fantastic beat 
Preacher Man ... The Desperados beat The 
Hillbillies ... The Ghost Riders defeated The 
Super Assassin & Superstar ... Dr. Dan & 
The Orderly defeated Windy City Outlaw & 
The Texas Ranger. 
(10-18-96) 

—Bill Needham 





The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PW! Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
¢/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


MASSACHUETTS 


REVERE—Extreme Championship Wrestling at 
the Wonderland Greyhound Park: Tag team 
champs The Gangstas beat The Samoan 
Gangsta Party ... Doug Furnas beat Johnny 
Smith ... Louie Spicolli defeated Devon 
Storm ... Bubba Ray & Spike Dudley defeated 
J.T. Smith & Little Guido .,. Taz defeated 
Mikey Whipwreck ... TV champ Shane 
Douglas defeated Pit Bull Ii by disqualification 
.. Tommy Dreamer beat Brian Lee in a 
weapons match ... The Eliminators defeated 
Erotic Experience ... Sabu beat 2 Cold 


Scorpio ... Heavyweight champ The Sandman 
defeated Stevie Richards. 
(10-11-96) 

—Kevin Moore 
MARYLAND 


BALTIMORE—MEWF TV taping at the 
Teamster Auditorium: Lucifer & Cueball 
Carmichael beat Quinn Nash & Bobby Starr 
... Adam Flash beat Johnny Gunn by countout 
when Gunn refused to enter the ring and wrestle 
.. Earl the Pearl pinned Bill Wilde ... Damien 
Kane beat Jeff Jones ... Steve Corino & 
Jimmy Cicero beat Mad Dog O'Malley & 
Johnny Taylor ... Corporal Punishment 
pinned Spellbinder .. . Glen Osbourne defeat- 
ed Headbanger Mosh ... Heavyweight champ 
Mark Schrader beat Axl Rotten ... Boo 
Bradley beat Knuckles Zandwich to win the 
Mid-Atlantic title ... Cueball Carmichael (sub- 
stituting for Johnny Gunn, who refused to 
wrestle) defeated Joe Thunder ... Earl the 
Pearl beat Steve Corino in a crybaby maich ... 
Darkside beat Menace 2 Society ... Mid- 
Atlantic champ Boo Bradley pinned Bob Starr 
.» lag team champions The Headbangers 
beat Stevie Richards & The Blue Meanie. 
(10-13-96) 
: —Michael J. DiMuzio 


MICHIGAN 
WARREN—Motor City Wrestling TV taping at 
the YMCA Gym; Canadian Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight champ Skull Ganz pinned Johnny 
Paradise ... Tag team champs Bobby & 
Woody Lee beat The Cold Brothers ... 
Tommy Starr beat Killer Kanareck in a taped- 
fist bout ... MCW heavyweight champion Rock 
Stevens beat Brad Johnson in a nor-title 
match ... Death Dealer wrestled Knight Hawk 
to ano-contest ... Bobby Clancy defeated Otis 
Apollo by countout ... Calavera Cortez defeat- 
ed Larry Brun ... Ricco Rodrigues defeated 
Rob Avram. 
(10-19-96) 

—Kurt Schneider 


MINNESOTA 


MINNEAPOLIS—WCW ait the Target Center: 
J.L. beat Chris Jericho by disqualification ... 
Six wrestled Chris Jericho to a double- 
countout ... Meng & The Barbarian beat High 
Voltage ... Eddy Guerrero beat Dallas Page 
... Madusa beat Lelani Kai ... Chris Benoit & 
Arn Anderson defeated The Nasty Boys ... 
World tag team champs Harlem Heat wrestled 
scott Hall & Kevin Nash to a no-contest ... 
Randy Savage won a triangle match over 
Sting and The Giant, who were both counted 
out. 
(10-18-96) 

—Christine Oppley 


MISSISSIPPI 


TUPELO—WCW at the Coliseum: Alex 
Wright beat Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Chris 
Jericho defeated Disco Inferno ... Hacksaw 
Duggan beat V.K. Wall Street ... Meng & 
The Barbarian beat The Nasty Boys ... 
Randy Savage defeated Sting & The Giant in 
triangle match ... Scott Hall & Kevin Nash 
beat world tag team champions Harlem Heat 
in a non-title match. 
(10-13-96) 

—Mel Tizzar 


NORTH CAROLINA 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—North American 
Wrestling Alliance at the Community Center: 
Homeboy beat Scotty McKeever ... Junior 
heavyweight champ Flaming Youth defeated 
scotty Hotbody ... Robby Royce & J.T. 
Atlas beat River City tag team champs Vance 
Nevada & Bugsy Sluggliano to win the title 
.. Krazy Kane Atoms beat heavyweight 
champ Jeff Vicktory in a ladder match to win 
the title ... American G.!. defeated Dozer. 
According to a prematch stipulation, Dozer 
must now leave the NAWA for 60 days. 
(10-26-96) 

—Dan Parris 


MOORESVILLE—Pro Wrestling Federation at 
the Armory: Baby Huey defeated The Spoiler 
.. Junior heavyweight champion Madd 
Maxxine beat T.J. Storm ... The Overlords 
defeated Black Angel & Flaming Youth ... 
Terry Austin & George South defeated 
Carolina Dreamer & Italian Stallion in a 
Texas tornado match. 
(10-26-96) 

—Brock Chandler 


MOUNT AIRY—PWA at the Old Jones 
School: Wild Bill Armstrong defeated The 
scorpion ... The Hollywood Kid beat 
Charlie Trixter ... The American Warrior 
beat heavyweight champ Black Death to win 
the title ... Ricky Morton beat Scott Powers 
... Mare Ash & D.C, Queen defeated Army of 
Aggression to win the tag team title ... Bad 
Boy Buck beat Little Frankenstein in a 
midget match ... Brandi Wine & Crybaby bat- 
tled Foxy Lady & Dynamite Don to a double- 
disqualification ... Bad Medicine Inc. beat 
Terry Flynn & Mean Kevin. 
(10-26-96) 

—Marcus Watkins 


NORTH WILKESBORO—AIWF at the 
National Guard Armory: Jammer beat The 
Chameleon .,. Dynamite Doug defeated The 
Scorpion ... Johnny Reb defeated “Smilin’” 
Diamond Dave ... King Cobra defeated Rick 
Deezel Heavyweight champion 
“Dangerous” Don Carson defeated Brian 


Danzig ... Tag team champions The Ghost 
Riders defeated The Mercenaries. 
(10-26-96) 

—Dean Puckett 


CHARLOTTE—PWF at the PWF Training 
Center: Cruel Connection Il defeated Black 
Angel ... Flaming Youth beat Gladiator II ... 
Junior heavyweight champion Madd Maxxine 
defeated The Spoiler ... Italian Stallion beat 
Terry Austin ... Heavyweight champion 
George South beat Carolina Dreamer. 
(10-25-96) 

—Brock Chandler 


GREENSBORO—Alternative Championship 
Wrestling at Southeast Guilford High School: 
Denny Cooley pinned Frank “The Tank” 
Parker ... The Gravedigger wrestled Dream 
Warrior Il to a double-countout ... Billy 
simmons & Ron Studd defeated Mr. 
Excellent & Pat Friday ... Jimmy Valiant 
beat Pez Whatley (with Ripley Von Slam) in 
a hair vs. hair match. According to a prematch 
stipulation, Whatley was supposed to have his 
head shaved, but Valiant instead shaved Von 
Slam’s back ... Ricky Morton defeated 
“Beastmaster” Rick Link to win the heavy- 
weight title. 
(10-19-96) 

—Dan Parris & Randolph Hedrick 


LINCOLNTON—Pro Wrestling Federation at 
the Armory: The Interns defeated Black 
Angel & Tyrone Knox ... The Overlords beat 


High Performance ... Heavyweight champion | 


George South defeated Carolina Dreamer ... 
Italian Stallion beat Terry Austin ina 
weapons match. 
(10-19-96) 

—Brock Chandler 


SMITH GROVE—AIWF at the Community 
Center: The Intimidator beat The Red 
scorpion ... The Stallion beat Dr. Love ... 
Robert Roma defeated Johnny Reb ... 
Jumpin’ Jimmy defeated Major Havoc ... 
Light heavyweight champion King Cobra beat 
Bad Brad ... Heavyweight champion Don 
Carson defeated Dynamite Doug ... 
“Smilin’” Diamond Dave defeated U.S. 
champion Major Breakinridge by disqualifica- 
tion in a steel cage match when Major Havoc 
choke-slammed referee Neil Leathers, stole 
the key to the cage, entered the ring, and 
attacked Dave ... Tag team champions The 
Ghost Riders beat Brian Danzig & Rick 
Deezel in a steel cage maich. 
(10-19-96) 

—Dean Puckett 


BUTNER—Southern Championship Wrestling 
at the National Guard Armory: Jimmy Cicero 
pinned Joey Matthews Cueball 
Carmichael beat Beau James by disqualifica- 
tion ... K. Ray Jackson & Jerry E. Lee beat 
Mr. Big Stuff & The Latin Lover ... David 
Blanchard beat Tommy Barnett ... Mike 
Murphy pinned K.C. Thunder .,. Count 
Grog, Gorgeous George Ill, & Boris Dragoff 
beat Major DeBeers & Viper ... Heavyweight 
champ Chris Stevenson pinned Jackie 
Fulton. 

(10-12-96) 


—Greg Mosorjak 


CONCORD—Carolina Championship Wres- 
tling at the Hartsell School Gym: David Isley 
(Continued on page 76) 





IT BACK! 


it wasn’t long after 
we discontinued 
publication of 
Wrestling Superstars 
that our offices were 
flooded with mail 
from loyal readers 
demanding its return! 
Well, when that many 
people voice the same 
opinion, we listen! 


Wrestling Superstars, 
complete with its lively 
color photography, 
the dramatic and 
imaginative “Superstar 
Dream Match,” and 
the ever-popular 
Wrestling Superstars 
theme feature, will 
soon make its return! 





LOOK FOR IT AT YOUR 
LOCAL NEWSSTAND 


JANUARY 7, 1997! 


4373/09-96 


& The Big Cheese beat The Cruel 
Connection ... Helmut Hessler beat The 
Super Destroyer ... Junior heavyweight 
champ David Osbourne wrestled Thunder 
Tiger to a no-contest ... L.A. Stephens beat 
Rick Slagle ... Speedy Gonzalez beat Gary 
Royal by disqualification ... Willie Clay & 
Madd Maxx beat Brimstone Shocker & The 
Wild Child ... Leon El Gigante, One Man 
Posse, The Cannon, Tim Jackson, & Will 
from the Hill beat Sweet Dreams, Simba, 
HWA Juicer, & Star Ryder. 
(10-12-96) 

—Dan Parris 


ROCKINGHAM—PWF at the Armory: Junior 
heavyweight champion Madd Maxxine beat 
Wasted Youth ... Cruel Connection Il beat 
Biack Angel ... Italian Stallion beat Terry 
Austin in a weapons match ... Heavyweight 
champ George South defeated Carolina 
Dreamer. 
(10-11-96) 

—Brock Chandler 


CARTHAGE—New Frontier Championship 
Wrestling at the Moore County Fairgrounds: 
Will o’ the Wisp defeated Kid Dynamo to win 
the heavyweight title ... Tag team champs V- 
Force beat Champagne & The Devastator ... 
Black Skull beat The Enigma ... Devastator 
& Zimba wrestled to a double-countout ... Will 
o' the Wisp & Ingus Fatusis defeated Ice & 
The Big Fist Brawler. 
(10-09-96) 

—Amy Tucker 


HIGH POINT—Hardcore Wrestling Alliance at 
the Recreational Center: Visionary pinned 
Psychotica ... Tag team champions Witch 
Doctor Zimba & Diablo Durango beat El 
Poffo & Velocity in a falls-count-anywhere 
match ... Dark Hawk defeated The Coroner 
in a bodybag match ... Southern champion 
Star Ryder defeated Pyro Dragon ... Wild 
Child pinned Super Russian Assassin ... 
Brimstone Shocker & Grungemaster defeat- 
ed Blade Kincaid & Horace Harley in a 
bunkhouse match when Star Ryder & Witch 
Doctor Zimba interfered. 
(10-09-96) 

—Alicia Taylor 


OHIO 

CINCINNATI—WWF Supersiars tapings at the 
Gardens (highlights): Barry Horowitz beat 
Mike Diamond ... The Smokin’ Gunns 
defeated Marty Jannetty & Leif Cassidy ... 
Justin Bradshaw defeated David Haskins ... 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious beat Jason Grimm ... 
Intercontinental champ Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Alex Porteau ... The New 
Diesel & The New Razor Ramon beat Aldo 
Montoya & Barry Horowitz ... World champ 
Shawn Michaels beat Salvatore Sincere ... 
Barry Windham beat Brian Costello ... Mare 
Mero (with Sable) defeated Goldust (with 
Marlena) ... Marc Mero wrestled Goldust to a 
double-disqualification ... Bart Gunn & 
Freddie Joe Floyd beat Billy Gunn & T.L. 
Hopper ... The Sultan beat David Haskins 
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... Jesse Jammes defeated The Goon ... 
Billy Gunn beat Bob Holly ... Mark Henry 
beat Crush in a tug-of-war ... Sid Vicious, 
Marc Mero, & The Undertaker beat Goldust, 
Steve Austin, & Mankind ,.. World champion 
Shawn Michaels defeated Intercontinental 
champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 
(10-22-96) 

—Darlene Tym 


MANSFIELD—ASWA TV taping at the 
Commerce Center: Chip Endale pinned 
Micro Menace ... Tag team champions The 
Prince of Polyester & Ed Deadly beat Erik 
Starr & Diablo Rojo. After the match, Rojo 
unmasked, revealed himself to be Derek 
Stone, and attacked Starr ... Light heavy- 
weight champion Kid Collins pinned 
“Wildcat” Chris Harris with his own feet on 
the ropes ... “Beef Stew” Lou Marconi 
pinned Scott Vida ... “Wildcat” Chris 
Harris pinned “Rowdy” Roger Ruffin ... Bo 
Dacious defeated Lumberin’ Jack in a lum- 
berjack match ... Heavyweight champion 
Thunder Morgan battled Jimmie Lee to a 
no-contest when Kaos interfered and power- 
bombed both men ... Micro Menace, “Beef 
Stew” Lou Marconi, & Kaos defeated Bo 
Dacious, Chip Endale, & The Prince of 
Polyester. 
(10-18-96) 

—Jeff Gorman 


PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the ECW Arena: Hack Myers, 
Bubba Ray Dudley, & Davey Morton beat 
J.T, Smith, Axl Rotten, & D-Von Dudley ... 
Mikey Whipwreck beat Johnny Smith ... 
Taz defeated Little Guido ... Chris Candido 
defeated Spike Dudley ... TV champion 
Shane Douglas (with Francine) defeated 
Cody Michaels ... Heavyweight champ The 
Sandman defeated 2 Cold Scorpio ... The 
Eliminators defeated Steve Williams & 
Terry Gordy ... Tommy Dreamer defeated 
Brian Lee in a scaffold match ... Sabu & 
Rob Van Dam beat Dan Kroffat & Doug 
Furnas. 
(10-26-96) 

—Pat Jones 


JIM THORPE—ECW at Flagstaff: Louie 
Spicolli & Mikey Whipwreck beat Stevie 
Richards & The Blue Meanie ... Doug 
Furnas beat Devon Storm ... Steve 
Williams beat Johnny Smith ... Brian Lee 
defeated Bubba Ray Dudley ... Tommy 
Dreamer beat Ax! Rotten ... Sabu & Rob 
Van Dam beat J.T. Smith & Little Guido ... 
TV champion Shane Douglas beat Hack 
Myers ... The Eliminators defeated The 
Sandman & 2 Cold Scorpio ... Tag team 
champions The Gangstas defeated The 
Eliminators. 
(10-25-96) 

—Jeff Simms 


BENSALEM—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at Boomerangs Nightclub: Hack 
Myers, Bubba Ray, & Spike Dudley beat 


J.T. Smith, Axl Rotten, & D-Von Dudley ... 
Taz beat Roadkill ... New Jack beat John 
Kronus ... Perry Saturn defeated Mikey 
Whipwreck ... Brian Lee beat Pit Bull lll ... 
TV champion Shane Douglas wrestled 
Tommy Dreamer to a no-contest ... 2 Cold 
Scorpio defeated Sabu ... Heavyweight 
champion The Sandman defeated Stevie 
Richards. 
(10-19-96) 

—Ronnie Ellet 


PLYMOUTH MEETING—ECW at the Lu Lu 
Temple; TV champ Shane Douglas pinned 
Mikey Whipwreck ... Taz beat Roadkill by 
submission ... Hack Myers & Louie Spicolli 
defeated The Bad Crew ... New Jack pinned 
Axi Rotten ... The Eliminators beat Bubba 
Ray & Spike Dudiey ... Doug Furnas beat 
Devon Storm ... Sabu pinned 2 Cold 
Scorpio ... Tommy Dreamer pinned Brian 
Lee in a steel cage match ... Heavyweight 
champion The Sandman pinned Stevie 
Richards in a steel cage match. 
(10-18-96) 

—Bart Orkline 


PITTSBURGH—United States Champion- 
ship Wrestling at South Fayette High 
School: The Crow beat Mr. Main Event ... 
The Blade beat Hurricane Holmes ... 
Hollywood Todd & “Nasty” Nick Crane 
defeated Pure Country ... T. Rantula beat 
heavyweight champion The Iron City 
Warrior by countout ... Light heavyweight 
champion M. Quackenbush beat The 
Perfect Creation. 
(10-15-96) 

—Tom Cook 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

ANDERSON—WCW Saturday Night taping 
at the Civic Center: “Diamond” Dallas 
Page beat Scotty Riggs ... Dean Malenko 
beat Alex Wright ... Jeff Jarrett defeated 
Steve Armstrong .. Meng & The 
Barbarian beat Bunkhouse Buck & Mike 
Enos ... Lex Luger beat Mark Starr ... Ron 
Studd beat Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Chris 
Benoit defeated Sgt. Craig Pittman ... 
Chris Jericho beat Marcus Bagwell ... 


~.Roadblock beat Randy Savage by forfeit 


when Savage failed to appear for the match. 
(10-16-96) 
—Michael Carpenter 


INMAN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Junior heavyweight champion 
2Madd Maxxine beat Black Angel ... 
Masked Maniac defeated Star Ryder ... 
Italian Stallion beat Terry Austin ina 
weapons match ... Black Scorpion beat 
Baby Huey ... Heavyweight champion 
George South beat Carolina Dreamer. 
(10-12-96) 

—Brock Chandler 


GREENWOOD—WCW Saturday Night and 
Main Event tapings at the Civic Center: Jeff 
Jarrett beat Billy Kidman ... Eddie 
Guerrero defeated Disco Inferno ... Ron 


Stud beat Jack Boot ... Hugh Morris beat 
Prince laukea ... V.K. Wallstreet beat Jim 
Duggan by disqualification ... Chris Jericho 
defeated Steve Armstrong ... World tag 
team champs Harlem Heat defeated Dick 
Slater & Mike Enos ... Kevin Sullivan beat 
Scott Armstrong ... The Imposter Sting 
defeated Bunkhouse Buck ... Lex Luger 
beat Jim Powers ... Bobby Eaton defeated 
Harrison Norris ... Mike Enos beat Jerry 
Lynn ... High Voltage defeated The 
Starbuck Brothers ,., Maxx defeated Mike 
Wenner. 
(10-08-96) 

—Ed Marmet 


TENNESSEE 
SODDY DAISY—New Age Wrestling Alliance 
at the Soddy Daisy Arena: Dusty Dodson 
beat Billy Montana ... Assassin Il beat Billy 
Love ... Duno Stone defeated Assassin | ... 
Johnny Blaze beat Jimmy Sharpe ... Billy 
Montana & Kenny Arden beat Dusty 
Dodson & Mike Collins when Montana 
pinned Collins. 
(10-24-96) 

—Bill Needham 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling 
at the Sampson Center: Allen King beat The 
Blackbird ... The Skinheads defeated Stan 
Lee Brown & Scotty Ray Black ... Chi Chi 
Cruz pinned Steve Flynn ... Bam Bam 
Christian defeated Terry Slater ... Scott 
Sterling & Dan Cooley defeated tag team 
champions The Death Riders to win the title 
... Tracey Smothers beat Beau James by 
disqualification ... Danny Christian & TCB 
Man beat K.C. Thunder & The Iceman in a 
handcuff match. 
(10-19-96) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


GREENVILLE—All-Pro Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Hollywood beat 
Blacktop Bully Il ... Thunder & Lucifer 
defeated Shadow Warrior & Joe Severn ... 
Wild 'n’ Sassy defeated Mighty Heidi ... 
Chainz, David Jericho, & Sturgis S.D. 
defeated Rick Savage, The Enforcer, & 


Detroit M.I.P. ... Sam & Mike Spade beat 


A.W.O.L. & Mike Fair ... The Blacktop 
Bullies wrestled The Redneck Gangstas to 
a double-countout ... The Spoilers defeated 
The Tennessee Thumper & Master 
Mayhem. 
(10-19-96) 

—Bill Needham 


NASHVILLE—USWA at the Fairgrounds 
Sports Arena: Bart Sawyer beat Trailer 
Park Trash ... Mike Samples defeated Sean 
Venom by disqualification ... Wolfie D beat 
Bill Dundee in an “| Quit” match ... Jamie 
Dundee beat Jesse James Armstrong ... 
southern champion Brian Christopher beat 
Flash Flanagan by disqualification . 
Heavyweight champ Colorado Kid beat 
Jerry Lawler. 
(10-12-96) 

—Frank Miller 


MARYVILLE—All-State Wrestling al the Five 
Points Game Room: Kid Lightning beat 
Felix Hutton ... Rick Steel wrestled Eric 
Love io a double-countout ... Chick White & 
E.F. Hutton beal J.R. White & Eric Love ... 
Kid Lightning & Big Jess wrestled Alex & 


Felix Hutton to a no-contest. 
(10-11-96) 

—Bill Needham 
MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo 
Cenier: Bart Sawyer beat Trailer Park 
Trash ... Mike Samples & Motley Cruz 
beat Steven Dunn & Sean Venom ... 
Brickhouse Brown defeated Tony Falk ... 
Miss Texas defeated Medusa (not WCW's 
Madusa) 2... Wolfie D defeated Bill 
Dundee in an “| Quit” match ... Jamie 
Dundee defeated Jesse James Arm- 
strong ... Southern champion Brian 
Christopher beat Flash Flanagan by dis- 
qualification ... Heavyweight champion 
Colorado Kid beat Jerry Lawler. 
(10-10-96) 

—Mark Mitchell 


VIRGINIA 

ALEXANDRIA—IPWA at Secret Sports 
Gove Arena: Lucifer beat Bobby Starr in 
a taped-fist match ... Chris Stevenson 
(with Brian Perry) pinned Quinn Nash ... 
Sean Powers beat Irving M. Green ... 
Light heavyweight champ Earl the Pearl 
beat Johnny Graham after The Crow 
interfered ... Darkside beat Death & 
Destruction by disqualification when The 
Headbangers interfered ... MEWF light 
heavyweight champ Steve Corino pinned 
Joey Matthews ... MEWF heavyweight 
champ Mark Schrader pinned Corporal 
Punishment ... Johnny Gunn & Big Slam 
beat Steve Corino, Jimmy Cicero, & 
Royce Prophet in a handicap match ... 
Abbudah Singh pinned Leatherface. 
(10-26-96) 


—Michael J. DiMuzio 





INTERNATIONAL 





CANADA 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC—Northern Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the NDR Arena: Phil 
Belanger beat The Rocker ... The Dream 
Warriors defeated The Nightmares ... 
Alexander the Magnificent defeated 
Black Bear ... Tag team champs The 
Sweet Boys beat Iceman & Frank Blues 
.. Dream Killer beat Mike Lyons ... 
Headhunter | defeated The Unknown ... 
Esel Krap defeated Syl Dancer ... Carl 
LeDuc beat The Rebel ... Golem the 
Giant beat Marc the Grizzly. 
(10-12-96) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


LAVALTRIE, QUEBEC—NCW at the Super 
2000+ Flea Market: Phil Ace beat TV 
champ The Rocker to win the title ... The 
Dream Warriors beat The Nightmares ... 
Alexander the Magnificent beat Black 
Bear ... The Sweet Boys defeated Iceman 
& Frank Blues to win the tag team belts ... 
Esel Krap defeated Syl Dancer ... Dream 
Killer beat Mike Lyons ... Carl LeDuc 
beat The Rebel ... Golem the Giant beat 
Mare the Grizzly. 
(10-11-96) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—Canadian Wres- 
tling Federation at Chalmers Community 
Center: Todd Bullet & Wildman Firpo 
beat The Slammin’ Power Rangers ... 
Junior heavyweight champion Spice 


Richards beat Bobby Jay ... Brian Jewel 
Wrestled Brother Midnite to a draw ... 
Caveman Broda & Bobby Collins defeat- 
ed tag team champs Vance Nevada & 
Bugsy Sluggliano to win the title ... E.zZ. 
Ryder beat Robby Royce by countout 
when Bugsy Sluggliano interfered ... 
Wildman Firpo & Todd Bullet beat tag 
team champions Caveman Broda & Bobby 
Collins to win the title, 
(10-10-96) 

—Verne May 


JAPAN 
TOKYO—Michinoku Pro Wrestling at Sumo 
Hall: Johnny Saint beat Naohiro Hosikawa 
... Wellington Wilkens Jr. defeated Lenny 
Lane ... Yuki Ishikawa & Alexander 
Otsuka beat Daisuke Ikeda & Satoshi 
Yoneyama ... Dynamite Kid, Kuniaki 
Kobayashi, & Dos Caras beai Great 
Sasuke, Mil Mascaras, & Tiger Mask 
Sayama ... Dick Togo, Mens Teoh, 
Shiryu, Taka Michinoku, & Shoichi 
Funaki beat Gran Hamada, Super Delfin, 
Tiger Mask, Gran Naniwa, & Masato 
Yakushiji ... Jinsel Shinzaki defeated 
Hayabusa. 
(10-10-96) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 





THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
JANUARY 





CALIFORNIA 
LOS ANGELES—NWA at the Olympic 
Auditorium: Salvador Lothario beat Woody 
Farmer ... King Krow wrestled La Pantera 
Negra to a draw .,. Kubla Khan beat Earl 
Maynard ... Masa Saito and Dory Dixon wres- 
tled to a double-countout ... Kenji Shibuya & 
Great Goliath beat Raul Mata & Black 
Gordman ... John Tolos beat Killer Kowalski 
lost to John Tolos ... Ann Casey defeated 
Natasha. 
(03-10-72) 

—Jose Raul 


NEW JERSEY 
EAST RUTHERFORD—WWF at the 
Meadowlands Arena: Lanny Poffo defeated 
Mike Sharpe ... S.D. Jones defeated Les 
Thornton ... Jake Roberts defeated Scott 
McGhee ... The Iron Sheik beat George Wells 
... Hercules Hernandez beat Tony Atlas ... 
Rick Steamboat & Junkyard Dog defeated 
Terry & Dory Funk Jr: & Jimmy Hart by dis- 
qualification in a handicap match ... Nikolai 
Volkoff beat Corporal Kirshner ... World cham- 
pion Hulk Hogan beat Big John Studd by dis- 
qualification. 
(03-10-86) 

—PW/I archives 


ENGLAND 
LONDON—WCW at Wembley Arena: Sting 
pinned Big Van Vader to win the World title ... 
Davey Boy Smith beat Rick Rude by disquaiifi- 
cation ... Van Hammer pinned Scotty Flamingo 
... Johnny B. Badd defeated Vinnie Vegas ... 
Maxx Payne beat Cactus Jack ... U.S. champi- 
on Dustin Rhodes battled NWA champion 
Barry Windham to a double-countout ... TV 
champion Paul Orndorif beat Michael Hayes. 
(03-11-92) 

—Walter Merrick 
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[Editor's note: As of press time for these 
pages, results for WOW World War III, WWF 
In Your House XII, and WCW Starrcade were 
not available.] 


WWF ROYAL RUMBLE (Fresno, CA, Con- 
vention Center): Duke Droese beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley by reverse decision in a 
match in which the winner got to enter the 
Royal Rumble last and the loser had to enter 
first ... Ahmed Johnson defeated Jeff Jarrett 
by disqualification at 6:41 when Jarrett 
smashed a guitar over Johnson's head ... 
World tag team champions The Smokin’ 
Gunns defeated Skip & Zip (with Sunny) when 
Bart Gunn pinned Skip at 11:12 ... Goldust 
pinned Intercontinental champion Razor 
Ramon at 14:15 to win the title after The Kid 
interfered ... Shawn Michaels won the 30-man 
Royal Rumble at 58:46, last eliminating Diesel 
... The Undertaker defeated World champion 
Bret Hart by disqualification at 28:31 when 
Diesel interfered, 

(January 21) 


WCW SUPERBRAWL VI (St. Petersburg, FL, 
Bayfront Center): In matches shown on 
WCW Main Event: The Road Warriors beat 
Bunkhouse Buck & Dick Slater (with Col. 
Robert Parker) ... Hugh Morris beat Chris 
Kanyon ... Big Bubba Rogers & V.K. Wall 
Street defeated Joey Magqs & Sat. Craig 
Pittman (with Teddy Long) ... Loch Ness 
(with Kevin Sullivan & Jimmy Hart) wrestled 
Hacksaw Duggan to a no-contest ... In Super- 
Brawl matches: The Nasty Boys defeated 
Public Enemy in a street fight when Brian 
Knobs pinned Rocco Rock at 7:52 ... TV 
champion Johnny B. Badd (with The Diamond 
Doll) pinned Dallas Page at 14:58 ... World tag 
team champions Lex Luger & Sting beat 
Harlem Heat when Luger pinned Stevie Ray at 
12:20 afier Road Warrior Animal interfered ... 
U.S. champion Konnan pinned One Man Gang 
in 7:24 ,,. The strap match between Brian 
Pillman and Kevin Sullivan was declared a 
no-contest. Pillman left the ring at 1:09, at which 
point Arn Anderson took over the match for 
him. Eventually, however, Ric Flair came to the 
ring and convinced both men to stop fighting ... 
World tag team champions Lex Luger & Sting 
wrestled The Road Warriors to a no-contest at 
14:10 ... Ric Flair (with Woman) defeated 
World champion Randy Savage (with 
Elizabeth) in 19:03 in a steel cage match to win 
the title after Elizabeth turned against Savage 
... Hulk Hogan defeated The Giant in a steel 
cage match in 15:04, 

(February 11) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE Vi (Louisville, KY, 
Gardens): In matches not broadcast on the 
pay-per-view card: Jake Roberts pinned 
Tatanka (with Ted DiBiase) ... Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn defeated Skip & Zip .., 
Ahmed Johnson pinned Isaac Yankem .., 
The Undertaker defeated Intercontinental 
champion Goldust by countout .,. In pay-per- 
view bouts: Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned 
Duke “The Dumpster" Droese ,.. Yokozuna 
defeated “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith 
by disqualification when Jim Cornette & Big 
Van Vader interfered ... Shawn Michaels 
pinned Owen Hart ... Razor Ramon pinned 
The Kid in a “crybaby" match ... World champ)- 
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on Bret Hart defeated Diesel in a steel cage 
match after The Undertaker, who had been 
hiding under the ring, interfered, 

(February 18) 


WCW UNCENSORED (Tupelo, MS, Col- 
iseum); U.S. heavyweight champion Konnan 
beat Eddy Guerrero at 18:32 ... The Belfast 
Bruiser beat Lord Steven Regal by disqualifi- 
cation at 18:04 when Earl Robert Eaton & 
Squire David Taylor interfered ... Col. Robert 
Parker pinned Madusa at 3:50 after Dick Slater 
interfered ... The Booty Man pinned 
“Diamond” Dallas Page ai 16:01 ... The Giant 
pinned Loch Ness at 2:34 after a legdrop ... 
Booker T & Sting beat The Road Warriors ina 
Chicago streetiight when Booker T pinned Hawk 
at 29:28 after Stevie Ray smashed Hawk with a 
chair .., Hulk Hogan & Randy Savage beat Ric 
Flair, Arn Anderson, Kevin Sullivan, Lex 
Luger, The Barbarian, Meng, Z-Gangsta, & 
The Ultimate Solution in the “Doomsday” steel 
cage match when Savage pinned Flair. 

(March 10) 


WWF WRESTLEMANIA XII (Anaheim, CA, 
Arrowhead Pond): Skip & Zip (with Sunny) 
defeated Henry & Phineas Godwinn (with 
Hillbilly Jim) in the finals of the tournament for 
the vacant WWF World tag team title when Skip 
pinned Phineas at 5:23 ... Owen Hart, Davey 
Boy Smith, & Big Van Vader (with Jim 
Cornette) defeated Ahmed Johnson, Jake 
Roberts, & Yokozuna when Vader pinned 
Roberts at 13:09 .., Roddy Piper defeated 
Goldust in a Hollywood backlot brawl ... “Stone 
Cold” Steve Austin (with Ted DiBiase) defeat- 
ed Savio Vega at 10:09 ... The Ultimate 
Warrior pinned Hunter Hearst Helmsley at 
1:38 ... The Undertaker (with Paul Bearer) 
pinned Diesel at 16:44 ... Shawn Michaels 
beat World champion Bret Hart, one fall to 
none, in 61:52 of their “Iron Man” match to win 
the belt, 

(March 31) 


WWE IN YOUR HOUSE Vil (Omaha, NE, Civic 
Auditorium): Marc Mero (with Sable) beat The 
Kid by disqualification at 14:20 when Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley interfered ... Owen Hart & 
Davey Boy Smith beat Ahmed Johnson & 
Jake Roberts at 13:46 when Smith used Jim 
Cornette’s tennis racket on Roberts’ leg, then 
forced him to submit to a leglock ... The 
Ultimate Warrior defeated Intercontinental 
champion Goldust by countout at 7:46 ... Big 
Van Vader (with Jim Cornette) pinned Razor 
Ramon at 14:48 ... World tag team champions 
Skip & Zip (with Sunny) beat Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn (with Hillbilly Jim) at 7:16 when Zip 
pinned Henry ... World champion Shawn 
Michaels pinned Diesel at 17:56 in a no-holds- 
barred match ... In non-televised matches: 
Savio Vega pinned Steve Austin ... Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley pinned Marc Mero ... The 
Undertaker pinned Mankind. 

(April 28) 


WCW SLAMBOREE 'S6 (Baton Rouge, LA, 
Centroplex); Marcus Bagwell & Scotty Riggs 
beat Max Muscle & Shark in a match not 
shown on the pay-per-view .., /n first round 
“Lethal Lottery" matches: Hacksaw Duggan 
& V.K. Wall Street beat Lord Steven Regal & 
Squire David Taylor ... Hawk & Lex Luger 


wrestled Booker T & Animal to a double-dis- 
qualification ... Scott Norton & Ice Train beat 
Big Bubba Rogers & Stevie Ray ... Rick 
Steiner & The Booty Man defeated Scott 
Steiner & Sat. Craig Pittman ... Earl Robert 
Eaton & Dick Slater defeated Disco Inferno & 
Alex Wright ... The Barbarian & “Diamond” 
Dallas Page beat Meng & Hugh Morris ... 
Public Enemy beat Chris Benoit & Kevin 
Sullivan ... Ric Flair & Randy Savage beat 
Arn Anderson & Eddy Guerrero ... In second 
round matches: Slater & Eaton beat Duggan & 
Wall Street ... Public Enemy beat Flair & 
Savage by forfeit ... Page & Barbarian beat Rick 
Steiner & Booty Man (Norton & Ice Train 
received a bye) ... “Diamond” Dallas Page 
won the eight-man Battlebow! battle royal to 
earn a shot at the World title at The Great 
American Bash on June 16 ... Jn non-tourna- 
ment matches: Cruiserweight champion Dean 
Malenko defeated Brad Armstrong .,. U.S. 
champion Konnan beat Jushin Liger ... World 
champion The Giant beat Sting. 

(May 19) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE Vill (Florence, SC, 
Civic Center): In matches not broadcast on 
the pay-per-view: The Smokin’ Gunns defeat- 
ed World tag team champions Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn (with Hillbilly Jim & Sunny) to win 
the title ... Bob Holly defeated Isaac Yankem 
... dake Roberts defeated Justin Bradshaw ... 
Savio Vega defeated Steve Austin (with Ted 
DiBiase) in a Caribbean strap match ... Anmed 
Johnson beat Jerry Lawler ... The Ultimate 
Warrior beat Owen Hart ... Intercontinental 
champion Goldust beat The Undertaker in a 
casket match ... In pay-per-view matches: 
Marc Mero beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... 
World champion Shawn Michaels wrestled 
Davey Boy Smith to a draw, 

(May 26) 


WCW GREAT AMERICAN BASH (Baltimore, 
MD, Arena): Rick & Scott Steiner beat Scott 
Norton & lee Train when Rick pinned Norton ... 
Dallas Page pinned Marcus Bagwell ... U_S, 
champion Konnan beat El Gato ... Cruiser- 
weight champion Dean Malenko pinned Rey 
Misterio Jr. with his own feet on the ropes ... 
John Tenta beat Big Bubba Rogers ... Chris 
Benoit pinned Kevin Sullivan in a falls-count- 
anywhere match ... Sting beat Lord Steven 
Regal by submission ... Arn Anderson & Ric 
Flair beat Kevin Greene & Steve McMichael 
when Flair pinned Greene after McMichael 
tumed against Greene and hit him with a steel 
briefcase ,.. World champion The Giant pinned 
Lex Luger. 

(June 16) 


WWF KING OF THE RING (Milwaukee, WI, 
The Mecca): Skip & Zip (with Cloudy) beat Leif 
Cassidy & Marty Jannetty at 7:46 when Skip 
pinned Cassidy ... Steve Austin pinned Mare 
Mero (with Sable) at 16:53 in a King of the Ring 
semifinal match ... World tag team champions 
The Smokin’ Gunns (with Sunny) beat Henry 
& Phineas Godwinn at 10:28 after Bart hit 
Phineas with his boot and allowed Billy to pin 
him ... Ahmed Johnson pinned Intercontinental 
champion Goldust (with Marlena) at 15:35 to 
win the title ... Jake Roberts beat Big Van 
Vader (with Jim Cornette) by disqualification at 
3:07 in a King of the Ring semifinal match ... 


The Ultimate Warrior pinned Jerry Lawler at 
4:06 ... Mankind defeated The Undertaker (with 
Paul Bearer) at 17:57 when the referee stopped 
the match with The Undertaker unconscious ... 
Steve Austin beat Jake Roberts at 4:38 in the 
finals of the King of the Ring tournament ... World 
champion Shawn Michaels pinned Davey Boy 
Smith (with Jim Cornette and Diana Smith) at 
26:05 after a superkick. 

(June 23) 


WCW BASH AT THE BEACH (Daytona Beach, 
FL, The Ocean Center): Rey Misterio Jr. pinned 
Psicosis at 15:19 ... John Tenta defeated Big 
Bubba Rogers in 8:34 in a Carson City silver dol- 
lar match ... Dallas Page pinned Hacksaw 
Duggan in 5:40 in a taped-fist match ... The 
Nasty Boys defeated Public Enemy in 11:20 in 
a double-dog-collar match when Jerry Sags 
pinned Rocco Rock ... Cruiserweight champion 
Dean Malenko pinned Disco Inferno in 17:58 ... 
Steve McMichael pinned Joe Gomez in 6:47 ... 
Ric Flair pinned U.S. champion Konnan with his 
own feet on the ropes in 15:57 to win the title ... 
The Giant & Kevin Sullivan defeated Arn 
Anderson & Chris Benoit in 9:12 when Giant 
pinned Anderson after a choke-slam .,. No official 
decision was ever rendered in the match between 
Kevin (Diesel) Nash, Razor (Scott Hall) 
Ramon, & the mystery partner (who turned out to 
be Hulk Hogan) and Sting, Lex Luger, & Randy 
Savage. 

(July 7) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE IX (Vancouver, British 
Columbia, General Motors Place): Justin 
Bradshaw beat Savio Vega after Zebakiah 
interfered ... Mankind defeated Henry Godwinn 
... steve Austin pinned Mare Mero ... Skip & 
Zip defeated World tag team champions The 
Smokin’ Gunns in a non-title match ... The 
Undertaker wrestled to a no-contest with 
Goldust when Mankind interfered ... Owen 
Hart, Davey Boy Smith, & Big Van Vader beat 
Ahmed Johnson, Shawn Michaels, & 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious when Vader pinned 
Michaels after Jim Cornette interfered. 

(July 21) 


WWF SUMMERSLAM (Cleveland, OH, Gund 
Arena): Steve Austin pinned Yokozuna at 1:51 
in a match not shown on the pay-per-view ... 
Owen Hart pinned Savio Vega in 13:23 ... World 
tag team champs The Smokin’ Gunns beat Skip 
& Zip, Leif Cassidy & Marty Jannetty, and 
Henry & Phineas Godwinn in a four-way elimi- 
nation match in 12:18 ... Sid Vicious pinned 
Davey Boy Smith after a choke-slam in 6:24 ... 
Goldust pinned Mare Mero in 11:01 ... Jerry 
Lawler pinned Jake Roberts in 4:07 after hitting 
him with a bottle ... Mankind defeated The 
Undertaker in 26:20 in a boiler room brawl after 
Paul Bearer hit Undertaker with his um ... World 
champ Shawn Michaels pinned Big Van Vader 
in 18:59. Vader had beaten Michaels by countout 
at 13:53 and by disqualification at 16:03, but both 
times, Jim Cornette, Vaders manager, demand- 
ed the match be restarted. 

(August 18) 


WCW FALL BRAWL (Winston-Salem, NC, 
Lawrence Joel Coliseum): “Diamond” Dallas 
Page beat Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Ice Train 
defeated Scott Norton with a full-nelson in a sub- 
mission match ... Konnan beat Juventud 
Guerrera ... Chris Benoit defeated Chris 
Jericho ... Cruiserweight champ Rey Misterio 
Jr. beat Super Calo ... World tag team champs 





Harlem Heat defeated The Nasty Boys ... The 
Giant beat Randy Savage after Hulk Hogan, 
Kevin Nash, & Scott Hall interfered ... Kevin 
Nash, Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall, and an impostor 
Sting beat Ric Flair, Lex Luger, Arn Anderson, 
& Sting in “War Games" when Luger submitted to 
the Scorpion deathlock applied by the impostor 
sting. 

(September 15) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE X (Philadelphia, PA, 
CoreStates Center): In matches not televised 
on PPV: Savio Vega beat Marty Jannetty (with 
Leif Cassidy) ... Jake Roberts defeated Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley ... Faaroog (with Sunny) 
defeated Mare Mero (with Sable) ... Psycho Sid 
beat Big Van Vader ... In PPV matches: Savio 
Vega defeated Justin Hawk Bradshaw (with 
Zeb) in a strap match ... Jose Lothario defeated 
Jim Cornette ... Davey Boy Smith & Owen Hart 
defeated tag team champions The Smokin’ 
Gunns (with Sunny) to win the belts ... Mark 
Henry beat Jerry Lawler ... The Undertaker 
defeated Goldust (with Marlena) ... World cham- 
pion Shawn Michaels (with Jose Lothario) 
defeated Mankind (with Paul Bearer) by disquali- 
fication, 

(September 22) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE XI (Indianapolis, IN, 
Market Square Arena): /n matches not broad- 
cast on the pay-per-view: The Stalker pinned 
Justin Bradshaw ... Henry & Phineas Godwinn 
defeated Marty Jannetty & Leif Cassidy ... 
World champ Shawn Michaels pinned Goldust 
... In pay-per-view matches: Steve Austin 
pinned Hunter Hearst Helmsley (substituting for 
the injured Savio Vega) ... World tag team cham- 
pions Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith defeated 
The Smokin’ Gunns ... Intercontinental champ 
Marc Mero pinned Goldust (substituting for the 
injured Faarooqg) ... “Psycho” Sid Vicious 
pinned Big Van Vader to eam a shot at the World 
title at Survivor Series ... The Undertaker deieat- 
ed Mankind in a “Buried Alive” match. 

(October 20) 


WCW HALLOWEEN HAVOC (Las Vegas, NV, 
MGM Grand Hotel): Jim Powers pinned Pat 
Tanaka in a match not shown on the pay-per- 


Vb 


“Here ... give him the evil eye. That always gets “em.” 


view Dean Malenko defeated cruiserweight 
champion Rey Misterio Jr. to regain the title ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page pinned Eddy 
Guerrero ... Lex Luger defeated Arn An- 
derson by submission .,. Six beat Chris 
Jericho ... The Giant defeated Jeff Jarrett by 
disqualification ... Chris Benoit & Steve 
McMichael beat The Barbarian & Meng ... 
Scoit Hall & Kevin Nash beat World tag team 
champions Harlem Heat to win the belts ... 
World champion Hulk Hogan pinned Randy 
Savage. 

(October 27) 


WWF SURVIVOR SERIES (New York, NY, 
Madison Square Garden): Bart Gunn, Jesse 
James, Bob Holly, & Aldo Montoya defeated 
Justin “Hawk” Bradshaw, Salvatore Sincere, 
The Sultan, & Billy Gunn in a match not shown 
on the pay-per-view. Order of elimination: The 
Sultan forced Montoya to submit, Bart Gunn 
pinned Sincere, Bradshaw pinned Holly, Jesse 
James pinned The Sultan, Billy Gunn pinned 
Jesse James, and Billy Gunn pinned Bart Gunn 
to win the match ... Doug Furnas, Phil Lafon, 
and Henry & Phineas Godwinn defeated Owen 
Hart, Davey Boy Smith, Marty Jannetty, & Leif 
Cassidy. Order of elimination: Henry Godwinn 
pinned Jannetty, Hart pinned Henry Godwinn, 
Smith pinned Phineas Godwinn, Lafon pinned 
Cassidy, Lafon pinned Smith, and Fumas pinned 
Hart to win the bout ... The Undertaker beat 
Mankind. According to a prematch stipulation, 
Paul Bearer had to be suspended above ring ina 
cage for the match ... Mare Mero, Barry 
Windham, Rocky Maivia, & Jake Roberts beat 
Goldust, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Jerry 
Lawler, & Crush. Order of elimination: Roberts 
pinned Lawler, Goldust pinned Windham, Mero 
pinned Helmsley, Crush pinned Mero, Crush 
pinned Roberts, Maivia pinned Crush, Maivia 
pinned Goldust to win the bout ,.. Bret Hart 
pinned Steve Austin ... Yokozuna, Savio Vega, 
Flash Funk, & Jimmy Snuka wrestled Big Van 
Vader, Faaroog, The New Razor Ramon, & The 
New Diesel to a double-disqualification ... 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious pinned World champion 
Shawn Michaels (with Jose Lothario) to win the 
title. 

(November 17) 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 





could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting word of Pro Wrestling! This very in- 
sighttul book is writlen by active professionals in the 
wrestiing business, who between them have worked for 
every major wresting association induding WCW and 
the WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs, whal all those jobs 
are, What your chances are - and how to better those 
odds! This book explains very interesting inside things 
about wrestling you never knew, but need fo know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in wrestling * 
* Lists addresses of all U.S. promotions and wresting 
schook * Tells you where to order boots, 
tights, etc., in U.S, and Europe.s Charge tt! 


1996 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage! 

Add $5 for outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 

Money Order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste. 256 « Atlanta, GA mae 
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On the other hand, Steve Corino (shown against The Midnight Rocker) was appalled 
when he found out he didn’t make the “PW/ 500” at all. We apologize for overlooking 
him. It was not intentional. 


DREAM ON 

I found the New World Order’s 
“dream” list quite impressive, but I 
don’t think that any of those guys men- 
tioned would actually join (“The NWO 
In °97: We Have Their Confidential 
Dream Roster,” January 1997). 

I can understand why the NWO 
would be interested in inviting Jerry 
“The King” Lawler to join their ranks, 
but I don’t think Lawler would go for it. 


I think he would side with Jeff Jarrett to~ 


defend wrestling history and tradition 
against this renegade organization. 
Even though Lawler has turned his back 
on his loyal Memphis fans, I think he 
would defend tradition instead of turn- 
ing his back on it. Besides, he battled 
Hulk Hogan and defeated him before in 
Memphis, and I don’t think Lawler 
would jeopardize that great victory just 
for a guy who will use him as a clown. 
Sabu would also be a great acquisi- 
tion, but I think he has too much pride 
and respect for the independent and 
Japanese promotions he wrestles in, 


such as ECW and All-Japan. I don’t 

think he’d sell out to those goons in 
the NWO. 

DAMON BOMAR 

McKenzie, TN 


Why does the NWO want to ex- 
pand its little clique? It’s already get- 
ting too big. Any more additions 
would only cause dissension among 
the original ranks. I don’t think Kevin 
Nash and Scott Hall would be willing 
to step out of the spotlight much 
longer for Hogan and whoever else 
joins. By adding more people, the 
NWO is only going to create more 
problems for itself and ultimately 
destroy itself. That might be just what 


WCW is waiting for. 
MIKE PARK 
Rochester, NY 
WORLD CLASS PSYCHO 


I am so glad “Psycho” Sid defeat- 
ed Shawn Michaels to win the WWF 
(Continued on page 82) 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't 
miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader in 
wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 





February 1988/CENTERFOLD: 
Ronnie Garvin. Savage & Elizabeth, 
Garvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steiner. Randy Savage, Ted Turner, 
Richter, Paul E., Powers of Pain. 


December 1990/CENTERFOLD: 
Sting. New WWF Blood, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry, Doom, Gilbert, 
Slaughter. 

January 1991/CENTERFOLD: Kerry 


Von Erich. WWF vs. NWA, Hogan, 
Hansen, Sting, Sherri & Warrior. 


February 1991/CENTERFOLD: 1991 
calendar. WrestleMania, Vicious, 
DiBiase-Rhodes, Steiner, Power & 


Glory. 
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May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Am 
Anderson. Hulk Hogan, Rude, Flair- 
Sting, Thesz. 


June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Hulk Hogan, Cactus, Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiner. 


January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff 
Jarrett. Flair/Summersiam, Simmons 
by Bowden, Von Erich interview. 


February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt 
Hennig. Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, 
Rude, Rhodes, Roberts interview. 


April 1999/CENTERFOLD: Barry 
Windham, Steiners, Backlund, Sting- 
Muta, Hawk-Sasaki, 


November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The 
Steiners. WCW Midyear Report, 
Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, Yokozuna. 


January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry 
Lawler. Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Cornette, Vicious. 


May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuna-Luger, Flair-Vader, 
Heenan, WrestleMania retrospective. 


July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steamboat. Razor Ramon, Flair- 
Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 


poster of one of yo 
the September 1 


our favorite wrestling stars, plus, espace atk 
issue, PWI is packed with color in every issue! 


Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface. ] 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink 
& Dink. Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, 
Steiners, Albano, steroid trial. 


November 1994/CENTERFOLD: 
Randy Savage. Hogan In WCW, 
Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, Michaels, 


dake. 


Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry 
Funk. Hulkamania Wild Again, 
McMahon, Vicious, AAA, Fiair. 


January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor 
Ramon, Tatanka, Hogan, Alundra, 
ECW vs. NWA, Brian Lee. 


February 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Johnny B. Badd. WCW Civil War, 
Piliman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret Hart. 


April 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sabu. 
WWF Title Turmoil, Hogan, 
Cornette, Diesel, Alundra, Rhodes. 


May 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sting. 
Diesel, Savage, Sabu, Hogan- 
Beefcake, Vader, Owen Hart. 


July 1995/CENTERFOLD: Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Hulk Hogan, Sullivan, 
USWA blood, Yokozuna, revitalize 
the WWF, 


August 1995/CENTERFOLD: Big 
Van Vader. Women In Wrestling, 
Rottens, Sting-Hogan, Road 





October 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Harlem Heat. Razor Ramon, ideal 
WWF champ, Flair, Savage, Omdorff. 


November 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Hulk Hogan. Summersiam, Vader, 
Michaels, Backlund, North Korea, 
ECW rules. 
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Funt-coLoR JB 
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December 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Bodydonnas. Diesel-Mabel, Sting, 
Yokozuna, Savio, Regal-Eaton, 
Lawler-LeDuc, 


January 1996/CENTERFOLD: Am 
Anderson. WWF vs. WCW, Diesel & 
Shawn, Luger, Summersiam. 


February 1996/CENTERFOLD: 
Shawn Michaels. Randy Savage, 
Hogan, Gangstas-Public Enemy, 
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PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER! 


NOW YOU CAN ENTER THE 
EXCITING WORLD OF 
| PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING! 


Wrestling Superstars KING KONG BUNDY 
and “Pretty Boy" LARRY SHARPE if 
have collaborated on the Ultimate 

Guide to entering this fantastic 

sport. “HITTIN’ THE MAT” , 

) contains everything you need to jis 

know to prepare for a career in 

this exciting business. 

GUARANTEED!! 


Topics Include: 


* How To Obtain The Proper Training 

* List Of Reputable Wrestling Schools 

«Names & Addresses Of Wrestling Federations 
* Helpful Hints To Further Your Career 

* Sources Of Wrestling Equipment 

* And Much, Much More. 


“HITTIN’ THE MAT” is THE Source for 


information on entering the Wrestling Business. 
FREE!! Personalized, autographed photo of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “Pretty Boy” 
LARRY SHARPE with every purchase! Only 
$12.95 + $2,00 S/H. (Add $5.00 outside U.S.) 
DON’T WAIT. 
ORDER TODAY!!! 
Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 Broadway, Dept. #188 
Mantua, NJ 08051 
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Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the 
past and present ® Match the champions of 
former eras against today’s best ¢ Singles 
matches, tag team, 3 man tag, rumbles - 
with up to 30 men in the ring at once, cage 
matches, war matches, or create your own 
style of match * More than 100 possible 
moves and holds * Head to head or 
computer opponent ® Won-lost records, 
complete print out of match action « Add 
wrestler’s, rate yourself and your friends! 
ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
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(Continued from page 80) 


World title at Survivor 
Series. Many people think 
that he’s been lazy through 
the years, but I have always 
considered him to be one of 
the most dominant guys in 
the sport. I was heartbroken 
every time he took more 
time off, but it must have 
helped him recuperate from 
his injuries, and now he is 
definitely a member of pro 
wrestling’s elite. I’m also 
glad that he was the one to 
beat that punk Shawn 
Michaels. 

I hope Sid has a long, 
distinguished title reign, be- 
cause he deserves it! 

STACY HOLLENBACH 

Dallas, TX 





“Psycho” Sid Vicious finally won his first world title 


CHEERS FOR JARRETT 

With the NWO wreak- 
ing havoc on WCW, the federation is 
in desperate need of a hero and leader, 
but who should it be? Ric Flair and 
Arn Anderson have been injured, and 





| WCW is definitely in need of some 


strong leadership in its war with the 
NWO. Reader David Miller suggests that 
WCW newcomer Jeff Jarrett is the man 
for the job. 


when he defeated Shawn Michaels for the WWF belt. 
Reader Stacy Hollenbach was happy to see it. 


Sting has lost his marbles. The one 
man who seems to be primed and 
ready to lead WCW into battle against 
the NWO is Jeff Jarrett. 

Jarrett has the skill and charisma to 
become the most popular wrestler in 
WCW. He is a fearless competitor 
who’s not afraid to wrestle opponents 
of any size, and he will fight dirty if 
he has to. If The Giant continues to 
run his mouth about how weak Jarrett 
is, he’s liable to find a baseball bat 
where his teeth used to be. That’s just 


~ the kind of leader WCW needs in 


order to get rid of “Hogan’s Zeros.” 
DAVID MILLER 
Oaktown, IN 


STICKING IT TO HOGAN 

It seems as though each week, 
Hulk Hogan and the NWO perpetrates 
some type of heinous attack upon 
WCW and its stars. Meanwhile, 
despite some grandiose speeches by 
the WCW commentators, it is the 
steadfast will and determination of 
men like Randy Savage and Lex 
Luger that has kept the NWO from 





Hulk Hogan seems to get more arrogant sat: 
by the week, but reader Stan R. Len- 
kiewicz believes that he might change 
his attitude a little when some members 
of the NWO turn against him. 


completely taking over. However, 
Hogan’s guile and vast ring experi- 
ence have made it difficult for WCW 
to recover from the NWO’s attacks. 
Yet the NWO may face its biggest 
test in the coming months. Superstars 
like Kevin Nash, The Giant, and Scott 
Hall will not be content to serve as 
Hogan’s hitmen forever. Despite their 
recent actions, these men are very 
proud and confident in their own abil- 
ities. Before long, Nash, Hall, and 1 
The Giant may be telling Hogan to This senses-shattering spectacular special issue is 100 pages of wrestling. 





stick it, too. action you can’t miss! We profile 50 of the biggest stars in the sport” 
STAN R. LENKIEWICZ, today—and look ahead to their prospects for survival in 1997! 
Paramus, NJ | | PLUS: We've packed the issue with 32 full-color pinups that are cllector's { 
i items in themselves! i 
IMPRESSIVE DEBUT | | i Last year’s Annual was nearly a newsstand sellout. 
I was very impressed with Rocky | |: To ensure that you get yours, use the handy form below to order by mail. 


Maivia’s performance at Survivor 
Series. He handled the pressure of 
making his WWF debut at a pay-per- 
view quite well, and I think he’ll be at 
the top of the WWE rankings in no 
time. He’s the young talented guy that 
the WWFP’s roster has been lacking 
for quite some time. | hope Maivia 
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London Publishing Co. 
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Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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can live up to everyone’s expectations a a 
and be as great as his grandfather, Address 
Peter Maivia, and father, Rocky — - 
Johnson. ! |) eS ee eee ee 
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WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
1995: Diesel 
Runners-up: 1—Shawn Michael, 
2—Sting, 3—Hulk Hogan 
1994: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 
2—Razor Ramon, 3—Ric Flair 
1993: Big Van Vader 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 
2—shawn Michaels, 3—Yokozuna 
1992: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 
2—Rick Rude, 3—Bret Hart 





1991: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Lex Luger, 
2—Bret Hart, 3—Sting 
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1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Ultimate Warrior, 
2—Hulk Hogan, 3—Lex Luger 
1989: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Lex Luger, 3—Rick Steamboat 
1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 
2—Lex Luger, 3—Ric Flair 
1987: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Randy Savage, 3—Steve Williams 
1986: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Randy Savage, 3—Nikita Koloff 
1985: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Rick Martel, 3—Sgt. Slaughter 
1984: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 


2—Kerry Von Erich, 3—Rick Martel 


1983: Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Nick Bockwinkel, 
2—Andre the Giant, 
3—Bob Backlund 
1982: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Hulk Hogan, 3—Jimmy Snuka 
1981: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 
2—Tommy Rich, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1980: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 
2—Verne Gagne, 3—The Iron Sheik 





This is a complete listing 
of all PW! Achievement 
Award winners, including three 


| categories that are no longer 
awarded. We’ve also provided a com- 
prehensive listing of runners-up (which 
were first reported in 1976) for all awards. 
Award winners were first presented annually in 
the pages of Pro Wrestling Illustrated effective 
! with our March 1982 issue. Prior to that, awards 
appeared in Sports Review Wrestling (1980 awards in 
the March 1981 edition), Sports Review Wrestling Annual 
(1977-79 awards in Spring 1978, '79, and °80 editions), and 
. Victory Sports Series Wrestling Annual and Yearbook editions 
(1972-76 awards in issues #4, 7, 11, 14, and 18). 


HIEVEMENT AWARDS: 
PAST WINNERS 





1979: Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 
2—Jimmy Snuka, 3—Bob Backlund 
1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 
2—Rick Steamboat, 3—Harley Race 
1977: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Superstar Graham, 
2—Bob Backlund, 3—Harley Race 
1976: Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 
2—Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Paul Jones 
1975: Mr. Wrestling Il 
1974: Bruno Sammartino 
1973: Jack Brisco 
1972: Pedro Morales 


TAG TEAM OF THE YEAR 
1995: Harlem Heat 
Runners-up: 1—The Smokin’ Gunns, 
2—Owen Hart & Yokozuna, 
3—Rick & Scott Steiner 
1994: The Nasty Boys 
Runners-up: 1—The Headshrinkers, 
2—Public Enemy, 
3—The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
1993: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—The Hollywood Blonds, 
2—Money Inc., 
3—The Heavenly Bodies 
1992: Terry Gordy & Steve Williams 
Runners-up: 1—The Natural Disasters, 
2—Rick & Scott Steiner, 
3—Barry Windham & Dustin Rhodes 


1991: Larry Zbyszko & Arn Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Legion of Doom, 
2—Rick & Scott Steiner, 
3—Robert Fuller & Jeff Jarrett 

1990: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 
2—Doom, 3—Legion of Doom 

1989: Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 
2—The Road Warriors, 
3—Jim Garvin & Michael Hayes 

1988: The Road Warriors 

Runners-up: 1—The Midnight Express, 
2—Demolition, 
3—Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson 





1987: The Midnight Express 
Runners-up: 1—The Hart Foundation, 
2—The Road Warriors, 
3—The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 

1986: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express 
Runners-up: 1—The Road Warriors, 
2—The British Bulldogs, 
3—The Midnight Rockers 

1985: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase & Steve 
Williams, 2—Ivan & Nikita Koloff, 
3—The British Bulldogs 

1984: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry, Kevin, & Mike 
Von Erich, 2—The Fabulous Ones, 
3—The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 

1983: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry, Kevin, & David 
Von Erich, 2—Michael Hayes, Terry 
Gordy, & Buddy Roberts, 3—Jack & 

' Jerry Brisco 

1982: Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Mr. 
Saito, 2—The Freebirds, 3—Ole 
Anderson & Stan Hansen 

1981: The Fabulous Freebirds 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Martel & Tony 
Garea, 2—Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito, 
3—Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 


1980: Jimmy Snuka & Ray Stevens 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Wrestling & Mr. 
Wrestling Il, 2—The Samoans, 
3—Verne Gagne & Mad Dog Vachon 

1979: Ivan Putski & Tito Santana 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry & Johnny 
Valiant, 2—Paul Jones & Baron Von 
Raschke, 3—The Spoiler & 

Mark Lewin. 

1978: Rick Steamboat & Paul Jones 
Runners-up: 1—The Yukon 
Lumberjacks, 2—Mike Graham & 
Steve Keirn, 3—Greg Gagne & 

Jim Brunzell 

1977: Gene & Ole Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Prof. 
Tanaka, 2—Greg Gagne & Jim 
Brunzell, 3—Ric Flair & 

Greg Valentine 

1976: The Executioners 
Runners-up: 1—Gene & Ole Anderson, 
2—Billy White Wolf & Chief Jay 
Strongbow, 3—Jimmy & 

Johnny Valiant 

1975: Gene & Ole Anderson 

1974: Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 

1973: Nick Bockwinkel & Ray Stevens 

1972: Bruiser & Crusher 


FEUD OF THE YEAR 

1995: Axl Rotten vs. lan Rotten 
Runners-up: 1—Harlem Heat vs. The 
Nasty Boys, 2—Jeff Jarrett vs. Razor 
Ramon, 3—Ric Flair vs. Randy 
Savage 

1994: Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Ric 
Flair, 2—Randy Savage vs. Crush, 
3—Sabu vs. Terry Funk 

1993: Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Rude vs. 
Dustin Rhodes, 2—Cactus Jack vs. 
Big Van Vader, 3—Tony Anthony vs. 
Tracey Smothers 

1992: The Moondogs vs. Jeff Jarrett & 
Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Randy 
Savage, 2—Ultimate Warrior vs. 
Papa Shango, 3—Rick Rude vs. Rick 
Steamboat 

1991: Ultimate Warrior vs. 
The Undertaker 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Sat. 
Slaughter, 2—Sting vs. Cactus Jack 
& Abdullah the Butcher, 3—Lex 
Luger vs. Ron Simmons 

1990: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 


Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Earthquake, 2—Ultimate Warrior vs. 
Rick Rude, 3—Chris Adams vs. 
Steve Austin 

1989: Ric Flair vs. Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage, 2—Akbar’s Army vs. 
Eric Embry, 3—Roddy Piper vs. 
Rick Rude 





1988: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Rude vs. 
Jake Roberts, 2—Kerry Von Erich vs. 
Jerry Lawler, 3—Hulk Hogan & 
Randy Savage vs. Ted DiBiase & 
Andre the Giant 

1987: Four Horsemen vs. Superpowers & 
Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Randy Savage vs. 
Rick Steamboat, 2—Jerry Lawler vs. 
Tommy Rich & Austin Idol, 3—Brian 
Adias vs. Kevin Von Erich 

1986: Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Dusty 
Rhodes, 2—The Sheepherders vs. 
The Fantastics, 3—The Midnight 
Express vs. The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 


MATCH OF THE YEAR 

1995: Diesel vs. Shawn Michaels 
Runners-up: 1—VJeff Jarrett vs. Shawn 
Michaels, 2—Harlem Heat vs. The 
Nasty Boys, 3—Psicosis vs. Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

1994: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—The Nasty Boys vs. 
Cactus Jack & Maxx Payne, 2—Ric 
Flair vs. Hulk Hogan, 3—Alundra 
Blayze vs. Bull Nakano 
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1993: Shawn Michaels vs. Marty Jannetty 
Runners-up: 1—Steiners vs. 
Heavenly Bodies, 2—Rick Rude vs. 
Dustin Rhodes, 3—Cactus Jack ys. 
Big Van Vader 

1992: Davey Boy Smith vs. Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Brian Pillman vs. 
Jushin Liger, 2—Royal Rumble, 
3—Rick Steamboat vs. Rick Rude 

1991: The Steiners vs. Sting & Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart vs. Curt 
Hennig, 2—Lex Luger vs. Ron 
simmons, 3—Cactus Jack vs. 
Eddie Gilbert 

1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior 
(Warrior wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Sting vs. Ric Flair, 
2—Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake, 
3—Royal Rumble 

1989: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat 
(Flair wins his sixth NWA World title) 
Runners-up: i—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage, 2—Ric Flair vs. Rick 
Steamboat, 3—Eric Embry vs. P.Y. 
Chu-Hi 

1988: Andre the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan 
(Andre wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Sting vs. Ric Flair, 
2—Jerry Lawler vs. Curt Hennig, 
3—Ultimate Warrior vs. Honky 
Tonk Man 

1987: Rick Steamboat vs. Randy Savage 
(Steamboat wins WWF I-C title) 
Runners-up: 1—War Games/The 
Match Beyond |, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Andre the Giant, 3—Ronnie Garvin 
vs. Ric Flair 

1986: Dusty Rhodes vs. Ric Flair 
(Dusty wins NWA World title at 
Great American Bash) 

Runners-up: 1—The British Bulldogs 
vs. Greg Valentine & Brutus Beefcake, 
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2—The Road Warriors vs. Ronnie 

Garvin & Magnum T.A., 

3—Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff 
1985: Hulk Hogan & Mr. T vs. Roddy Piper 

& Paul Orndorff (WrestleMania |!) 

Runners-up: 1—The Road Warriors 


vs. lvan & Nikita Koloff, 2—Ric Flair 


vs. Nikita Koloff, 3—Rick Martel vs. 
Bob Backlund 

1984: Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair 
(Von Erich captures NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Martel vs. 
Jumbo Tsuruta, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. 
The Iron Sheik, 3—Ric Flair vs. 
Rick Steamboat 

1983: Harley Race vs. Ric Flair 
(Race wins seventh NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Steamboat & 
Jay Youngblood vs. Sgt. Slaughter & 
Don Kernodle, 2—Don Muraco vs. 
Pedro Morales, 3—Tommy Rich vs. 
Buzz Sawyer 

1982: Bob Backlund vs. Jimmy Snuka 
(cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund vs. 
Ric Flair, 2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Otto Wanz, 3—Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Otto Wanz 

1981: Andre the Giant vs. Killer Khan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Dusty 
Rhodes, 2—Bob Backlund vs. Don 
Muraco, 3—WMichael Hayes vs. 
Terry Gordy 

1980: Bruno Sammartino vs. Larry Zbyszko 
(cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant vs. 
Hulk Hogan, 2—Verne Gagne vs. 
Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
vs. Bob Backlund 

1979: Dusty Rhodes vs. Harley Race 
(Rhodes wins NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund vs. 
Pat Patterson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel 
vs. Bob Backlund, 3—Mr. Wrestling 
I! vs. Ernie Ladd 

1978: Bob Backlund vs. Superstar Graham 
(Backlund wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Blackjack Mulligan 
vs. Ric Flair, 2—Dusty Rhodes vs. 
Superstar Graham (bullrope match) 
3—Rick Steamboat vs. Ric Flair 

1977: Superstar Graham vs. Bruno 
Sammartino (Graham wins WWF 
World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes vs. 
Superstar Graham, 2—Andre the 
Giant vs. Ric Flair, 3—Greg Gagne 


vs. Bob Backlund 

1976: Bruno Sammartino vs. Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk vs. 
Rocky Johnson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel 
vs. Baron Von Raschke, 3—Andre 
the Giant vs. Abdullah the Butcher 

1975: Bruno Sammartino vs. Spiros Arion 

1974: Dory Funk Jr. vs. Jack Brisco 

1973: Harley Race vs. Dory Funk Jr. 
(Race wins first NWA World title) 

1972: Bruno Sammartino wins 22-man 
Los Angeles battle royal 


MOST POPULAR 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
1995: Shawn Michaels 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Diesel, 
3—Hulk Hogan 
1994: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—The 
Undertaker, 3—Hulk Hogan 
1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Bret Hart, 
3—Dustin Rhodes 
1992: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—The Ultimate Warrior, 
2—The Undertaker, 3—Ron Simmons 
1991: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Sid 
Justice, 3—Rick & Scott Steiner 
1990: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Ultimate 
Warrior, 3—Lex Luger 
1989: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Sting, 
3—The Ultimate Warrior 
1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Sting, 3—Lex Luger 
1987: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 





1986: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Rick Morton, 3—Nikita Koloff 
1985: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 
2—Kerry Von Erich, 3—Tito Santana 
1984: Kerry Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Dusty Rhodes, 3—Sat. Slaughter 
1983: Jimmy Snuka 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 
2—David Von Erich, 3—Junkyard Dog 
1982: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Tommy Rich, 
2—Hulk Hogan, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1981: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
Andre the Giant, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1980: Mr. Wrestling ll 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 
2—Andre the Giant, 
3—Bruno Sammartino 
1979: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 
2—\|van Putski, 3—Mr. Wrestling || 
1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 
2—Rick Steamboat, 3—Bob Backlund 
1977: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 
2—Bob Backlund, 3—Mil Mascaras 
1976: Wahoo McDaniel 
Runners-up: 1—Chief Jay Strongbow, 
2—Mr. Wrestling |], 3—Ivan Putski 
1975: Mil Mascaras 
1974: Billy Robinson 
1973: Chief Jay Strongbow 
1972: Jack Brisco/Fred Curry (tie) 


MOST HATED WRESTLER 
OF THE YEAR 





1995: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Kevin Sullivan, 
2—l|he Gangstas, 3—Davey Boy Smith 
1994: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Owen Hart, 2—Big 
Van Vader, 3—Jerry Lawler 
1993: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Big Van Vader, 
2—Yokozuna, 3—Shawn Michaels 
1992: Rick Rude 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Jake 
Roberts, 3—The Moondogs 
1991: Sot. Slaughter 
Runners-up: 1—The Undertaker, 
2—Lex Luger, 3—Jake Roberts 
1990: Earthquake 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Rick Rude, 3—Eddie Gilbert 
1989: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 
2—Rick Rude, 3—Lex Luger 
1988: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Barry Windham, 
2—Eddie Gilbert, 3—Ted DiBiase 
1987: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 
2—Honky Tonk Man, 3—Lex Luger 
1986: Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Col. DeBeers, 3—Rick Rude 
1985: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Adams, 
2—Ted DiBiase, 3—VJohn Studd 
1984: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Kevin Sullivan, 
2—Tully Blanchard, 3—The Iron Sheik 
1983: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—lMasked Superstar, 
2—Kevin Sullivan, 3—Michael Hayes 
1982: Ted DiBiase 
Runners-up: 1—Blackjack Mulligan, 
2—Superstar Graham, 3—Buzz Sawyer 
1981: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 
2—Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Roddy Piper 
1980: Larry Zbyszko ' 
Runners-up: 1—Greg Valentine, 
2—Ernie Ladd, 3—Hulk Hogan 
1979: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—Ken 
Patera, 3—Ivan Koloff 
1978: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ken Patera, 
2—Victor Rivera, 3—Bob Orton Jr. 
1977: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Superstar Graham, 


3—Nick Bockwinkel 

1976: Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Ox Baker, 2—Terry 
Funk, 3—The Spoiler 

1975: Greg Valentine 

1974: The Great Mephisto 

1973: Superstar Graham 

1972: The Sheik 


MOST IMPROVED 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
1995: Diamond Dallas Page 
Runners-up: 1—Tommy Dreamer, 
2—Harlem Heat, 3—Savio Vega 
1994: Diesel 
Runners-up: 1—Johnny B. Badd, 
2—Sabu, 3—Owen Hart 
1993: Yokozuna 
Runners-up: 1—The Kid, 
2—Brian Lee, 3—Tatanka 
1992: Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 
2—Virgil, 3—Brian Christopher 
1991: Dustin Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 
2—The Undertaker, 3—Crush 
1990: Paul Roma 
Runners-up: 1—Doom, 2—Tugboat, 
3—Cactus Jack 
1989: Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 
2—Jeff Jarrett, 3—P.Y. Chu-bi 


ocie 





1988: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—The Ultimate Warrior, 
2—\|ceman Parsons, 3—Jeff Jarrett 
1987: Curt Hennig 
Runners-up: 1—Al Perez, 2—Honky 
Tonk Man, 3—Sting 
1986: Terry Gordy 
Runners-up: 1—Scott Hall, 2—Sam 
Houston, 3—Wendell Cooley 
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1985: Steve Williams 

Runners-up: 1—Brian Adias, 

2—Nikita Koloff, 3—Randy Savage 
1984: Billy Jack Haynes 

Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 

2—Rick Martel, 3—Ronnie Garvin 
1983: Brett Wayne Sawyer 

Runners-up: 1—Mike Rotundo, 

2—Pez Whatley, 3—Brad Rheingans 
1982: Barry Windham 

Runners-up: 1—Otto Wanz, 

2—Buzz Sawyer, 3—Rick Martel 
1981: Kevin Sullivan 

Runners-up: 1—Soft. Slaughter, 

2—Charlie Cook, 3—Tito Santana 
1980: Tony Atlas 

Runners-up: 1—Larry Zbyszko, 

2—Tled DiBiase, 3—Kerry Von Erich 
1979: Tommy Rich 

Runners-up: 1—Eddy Mansfield, 

2—Kevin Von Erich, 3—Ted DiBiase 
1978: Dino Bravo 

Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 

2—Rick Steamboat, 3—Tony Atlas 


INSPIRATIONAL 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
1995: Barry Horowitz 
Runners-up: 1—Sabu, 2—Antonio 
Inoki, 3—Dan Severn 
1994: Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—The 
Guardian Angel, 3—Dave Sullivan 
1993: Cactus Jack 
Runners-up: 1—Lex Luger, 2—The 
Kid, 3—Brutus Beefcake 
1992: Ron Simmons 
Runners-up: 1—The Undertaker, 
2—Rick Steamboat, 3—Eric Embry 
1991: The Patriot 
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Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 
2—Sid Justice, 3—Bill Dundee 
1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 
2—Jerry Lawler, 3—Nikolai Volkoff 
1989: Eric Embry 
Runners-up: 1—Nikita Koloff, 
2—Billy Jack Haynes, 3—Ric Flair 
1988: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry Von Erich, 
2—Road Warrior Animal, 
3—Jake Roberts 
1987: Nikita Koloff 
Runners-up: 1—Dynamite Kid, 
2—Chris Adams, 3—Superstar 
Graham 
1986: Chris Adams 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 
2—Kerry Von Erich, 
3—Steve Williams 
1985: Mike Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Paul Orndorff, 
2—Hacksaw Duggan, 
3—Kevin Von Erich 
1984: Sot. Slaughter 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry Von Erich, 
2—Kevin Von Erich, 
3—Bob Backlund 
1983: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Roddy Piper, 
2—Buzz Sawyer, 3—Buddy Rose 
1982: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 
2—Mil Mascaras, 3—Jimmy Valiant 
1981: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase, 
2—Tito Santana, 3—Mr. Wrestling II 
1980: Junkyard Dog 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Steamboat, 
2—Verne Gagne, 3—Mr. Florida 
1979: Chief Jay Strongbow 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 
2—Mr. Wrestling Il, 
3—Dusty Rhodes 
1978: Blackjack Mulligan 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 
2—Mr. Wrestling ll, 3—Jim Brunzell 
1977: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 
2—Bruno Sammartino, 3—Terry Funk 
1976: Bruno Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Wahoo McDaniel, 
2—Bob Roop, 3—Bob Armstrong 
1975: Mike McCord 
1974: Dick Murdoch 
1973: Johnny Valentine 
1972: Lord Al Hays 


COMEBACK OF THE YEAR 
1995: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—The Heavenly Bodies, 
2—Savio Vega, 3—The Ultimate 
Warrior 
1994: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 
2—The Undertaker, 3—Alundra Blayze 





1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 
2—Ric Flair, 3—Paul Roma 
1992: The Ultimate Warrior 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 
2—The Sheik, 3—Junkyard Dog 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
1995: Alex Wright 
Runners-up: 1—Sgt. Craig Pittman, 
2—Lawrence Taylor, 
3—Madd Maxxine 
1994: 911 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Holly, 
2—Abbudah Singh, 
3—Mikey Whipwreck 
1993: Vampire Warrior 
Runners-up: 1—Robbie Eagle, 
2—The Coles, 3—The Headhunters 
1992: Erik Watts 
Runners-up: 1—Diamond Dallas 
Page, 2—Vladimir Koloff, 3—Chaz 
1991: Johnny B. Badd 
Runners-up: 1—The Patriot, 
2—Terri Power, 3—Lightning Kid 
1990: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—E| Gigante, 
2—Brad Anderson, 3—Chris Chavis 
1989: Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom 
Runners-up: i—Dustin Rhodes, 
2—Scotty the Body, 
3—Johnathan Holliday 


1988: Madusa Miceli 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Benoit, 
2—Max Pain, 3—Scott Steiner 
1987: Owen Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Bubba Rogers, 


2—Shane Douglas, 3—Doug Furnas 


1986: Lex Luger | 
Runners-up: 1—Bam Bam Bigelow, 
2—Sting, 3—Tom Magee 





1985: Nord the Barbarian 
Runners-up: 1—Kendall Windham, 
2—Dan Spivey, 3—Sam Houston 
1984: Mike Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Nikita Koloff, 
2—Krusher Khrushchev, 
3—Kevin Kelly 
1983: Angelo Mosca Jr. 
Runners-up: 1—King Kong Bundy, 


2—Scott Armstrong, 3—Arn Anderson 


1982: Brad Armstrong 
Runners-up: 1—Tiger Mask, 
2—Mike Rotundo, 3—Kamala 
1981: David Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Brad Rheingans, 
2—Curt Hennig, 3—Ron Richie 
1980: Terry Taylor 
Runners-up: 1—Barry Windham, 
2—Rick McGraw, 3—Tom Prichard 
1979: Sweet Brown Sugar 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Travis, 


2—Bryan St. John, 3—Eddie Gilbert 


1978: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Jay Youngblood, 
2—David Von Erich, 
3—Tully Blanchard 
1977: Rick Steamboat 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 
2—John Studd, 3—Skip Young 
1976: Bob Backlund 


Runners-up: 1—Chavo Guerrero, 
2—Steve Keirn, 3—Johnny Rivera 
1975: Ric Flair 
1974: Larry Zbyszko 
1973: Cowboy Bob Orton/Tony Garea (tie) 
1972: Mike Graham 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR 
1995: Jim Cornette 
Runners-up: 1—Sherri Martel, 
2—Col. Robert Parker, 3—Woman 
1994: Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase, 
2—Col. Robert Parker, 
3—Paul E. Dangerously 
1993: Jim Cornette 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 
2—Mr. Fuji, 3—Tammy Fytch 
1992: Paul E. Dangerously 
Runners-up: 1—Curt Hennig, 
2—Harley Race, 3—Jim Cornette 
1991: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 
2—Alexandra York, 3—Paul Bearer 
1990: Teddy Long 
Runners-up: 1—Bobby Heenan, 
2—Ole Anderson, 3—Jim Cornette 
1989: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Gary Hart, 
2—Teddy Long, 
3—Gen. Skandor Akbar 
1988: J.J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Elizabeth, 
2—Jim Cornette, 
3—Paul E. Dangerously 
1987: Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: 1—J.J. Dillon, 2—Jim 
Cornette, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 
1986: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Paul Ellering, 
2—Elizabeth, 3—Jim Cornette 
1985: Jim Cornette 
Runners-up: 1—Capt. Lou Albano, 
2—Paul Ellering, 3—Bobby Heenan 
1984: Paul Ellering 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Hart, 
2—Jim Cornette, 3—James J. Dillon 
1983: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Sheik Adnan 
Al-Kaissie, 2—Capt. Lou Albano, 
3—Paul Ellering 
1982: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Sonny King, 3—Jimmy Hart 
1981: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Sir Oliver Humperdink, 





3—The Grand Wizard 
1980: Sir Oliver Humperdink 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Capt. Lou Albano, 3—The Great 
Mephisto 
1979: Arnold Skaaland 
Runners-up: 1—Capt. Lou Albano, 
2—Buddy Rogers, 
3—Sir Oliver Humperdink 
1978: Arnold Skaaland 
Runners-up: 1—The Grand Wizard, 
2—Bobby Heenan, 3—Gary Hart 
1977: The Grand Wizard 
Runners-up: 1—Bobby Heenan, 
2—Capt. Lou Albano, 
3—Lord Al Hays 
1976: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Lou Albano, 
2—Fred Blassie, 3—Gary Hart 
1975: George “Crybaby” Cannon 
1974: Capt. Lou Albano 
1973: The Grand Wizard 
1972: Bobby Heenan 


PWI EDITORS’ AWARD 
1995: Rick Steamboat 

1994: Capt. Lou Albano 

1993: Andre The Giant 

1992: Stanley Weston 

1991: Fabulous Moolah 

1990: Buddy Rogers - 

1989: Gordon Solié 

1988: Bruiser Brody & Adrian Adonis 
1987: Paul Boesch 

1986: Verne Gagne 

1985: Dan Shocket 

1984: David Von Erich 

1983: The Grand Wizard 

1982: Lou Thesz 

1981: Bruno Sammartino 
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PwWwi PERSTATS 


The following is a cumulative listing of all 
major title changes to have taken place in 
1996 up to press time. For a comprehen- 
sive up-to-date title listing each and every 
month, be sure to check out the “Roll Call 
Of Champions” in each issue of Inside 
Wrestling—or subscribe to PWI Weekly for 
the most up-to-the-minute results and title 
changes available 


Raven 
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ALL-JAPAN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPIONSHIP: 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Akira Taue Mitsuharu Misawa Sapporo, Japan May 24 
Kenta Kobashi Akira Taue Tokyo, Japan July 24 


'This championship consists of the All-Japan International, the All-Japan United National, 
and the Pacific Wrestling Federation heavyweight titles. 





ECW HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Raven The Sandman Philadelphia, PA January 27 
The Sandman Raven Philadelphia, PA' October 5 


'Stevie Richards substituted for Raven in a tag team match that had as a stipulation that if 
he got pinned, Raven would lose the belt. 


ECW TAG TEAM TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

The Eliminators Cactus Jack & Rego Park, NY — February 3 
Mikey Whipwreck 

The Gangstas The Eliminators Philadelphia, PA August 3 

IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Nobuhiko Takada The Great Muta Tokyo, Japan January 4 

Shinya Hashimoto Nobuhiko Takada Tokyo, Japan April 29 

IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Jushin Liger Koji Kanemoto Tokyo, Japan January 4 

The Great Sasuke Jushin Liger Tokyo, Japan April 29 

Ultimo Dragon The Great Sasuke Osaka, Japan October 11 

NWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

Dan Severn has held the championship since February 24, 1995. 

PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION © DATE 

Rick Morton Terry Austin Charlotte, NC February 10 

George South Italian Stallion Greer, SC’ March 30 

Carolina Dreamer George South Hamlet, NC May 10 

George South Carolina Dreamer Hamlet, NC August 3 


'This was a tournament final to fill the vacancy created when Rick Morton failed to show 
for a scheduled title defense. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM TITLE 





WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
The Equalizer & Star Ryder & Mooresville, NC January 2 
George South Italian Stallion 

Baby Huey & The Assassin & Gaffney, SC’ April 6 
Italian Stallion Cruel Connection || 

Terry Austin & Baby Huey & Gaffney, SC* April 6 
Austin Steele Italian Stallion 

Star Ryder & Terry Austin & Gaffney, SC May 4 
Italian Stallion Austin Steele 

The PWF Juicer & Terry Austin & Gaffney, SC* June 8 
Sweet Brown Sugar Austin Steele 

Terry Austin & The PWF Juicer & Forest City, NC June 22 
Austin Steele Sweet Brown Sugar 

Baby Huey & Terry Austin & Charlotte, NC July 18 
Italian Stallion Austin Steele 

Terry Austin & Baby Huey & Charlotte, NC* August 21 
Austin Steele Italian Stallion 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM TITLE (continued) 

‘This was to fill a title vacancy. 

“Austin & Steele issued a challenge to Huey & Stallion immediately after Huey & Stallion 
won the belts. 

‘This was to fill a title vacancy. 

‘Austin & Steele were subsequently stripped of the title when Steele left the PWF. It 
remained vacant as of press time. 





USWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Jerry Lawler Mabel Memphis, TN' March 4 

Jeff Jarrett Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN April 20 

Jerry Lawler Jeff Jarrett West Helena, AR July 24 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN August 30 
Jerry Lawler “Psycho” Sid Vicious Memphis, TN september 2 
The Colorado Kid Jerry Lawler Jonesboro, AR October 4 
Jerry Lawler The Colorado Kid Memphis, TN November 16 


"This was a tournament final; Jeff Jarrett had to vacate the title because of a back injury. 





USWA SOUTHERN TITLE 
pepsi j zeealh WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Tommy Rich Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN January 13 

Brian Christopher Tommy Rich Memphis, TN February 14 

Mabel Brian Christopher Memphis, TN March 16 

Jerry Lawler Mabel Memphis, TN May 20 

Brian Christopher Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN June 1 

Ric Hogan Brian Christopher Louisville, KY October 29 

USWA TAG TEAM TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

PG-13 Doug Gilbert & Memphis, TN January 13 
Tommy Rich 

Jesse James Armstrong& PG-13 Memphis, TN February 14 

Tracey Smothers 

PG-13 Jesse James Armstrong & Memphis, TN February 17 
Tracey Smothers 

Doug Gilbert & PG-1 Memphis, TN March 4 

Tommy Rich 

The Cyberpunks Doug Gilbert & Memphis, TN March 25 
Tommy Rich 

Bill Dundee & The Cyberpunks Memphis, TN May 18 

Jerry Lawler | 

Flex Kavana & Brickhouse Brown & = Memphis, TN’ June 17 

Bart Sawyer Reggie B. Fine 

Brickhouse Brown & Flex Kavana & Memphis, TN July 15 

Reggie B. Fine Bart Sawyer | 

The Moondogs Brickhouse Brown & Memphis, TN August 5 
Reggie B. Fine 

Bill & Jamie Dundee The Moondogs Louisville, KY August 20 

rita tsa & Bill & Jamie Dundee § Memphis, TN* October 21 

olfie 
The Grimm Twins ste ways cael & Memphis, TN® November 9 
olfie 


‘This was the finals of a tournament to fill a title vacancy created when Dundee was 


forced to leave the USWA. 

*The title had been held up after a controversial match between the two teams nine days 
earlier; this was a rematch. 

‘The Grimm Twins wrestle as The Bruise Brothers in the USWA. 





WCW CRUISERWEIGHT TITLE __ 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Shinjiro Otani Chris Benoit Nagoya, Japan' March 20 
Dean Malenko Shinjiro Otani Orlando, FL May 2 
Rey Misterio Jr. Dean Malenko Orlando, FL July 8 


Dean Malenko October 27 


"This was a tournament final. 


Rey Misterio Jr. Las Vegas, NV 


Rey Misterio Jr. 
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Lord Steven Regal 








Sid Vicious 
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WCW TV TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Lex Luger Johnny B, Badd Baltimore, MD February 17 
Johnny B. Badd Lex Luger Norfolk, VA February 18 
Lex Luger Johnny B. Badd Macon, GA March 6 
Lord Steven Regal Lex Luger Dalton, GA August 20 
WCW U.S. HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Konnan One Man Gang Canton, OH January 29 
Ric Flair Konnan Daytona Beach, FL' July 7 


'The title was declared vacant in September after Flair suffered a shoulder injury. The 
Giant has since taken possession of the belt, but PVV/ does not recognize him 
as champion. 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Lex Luger & Sting Harlem Heat Las Vegas, NV _— January 22 
Harlem Heat Lex Luger & Sting Charlotte, NC June 24 
Rick & Scott Steiner Harlem Heat Cincinnati, OH July 24 
Harlem Heat Rick & Scott Steiner | Dayton, OH July 27 
Public Enemy Harlem Heat . Birmingham, AL September 23 
Harlem Heat Public Enemy Canton, OH October 1 
Scott Hall & Kevin Nash Harlem Heat Las Vegas,NV October 27 
WCW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Randy Savage Ric Flair Las Vegas,NV = January 22 
Ric Flair Randy Savage St. Petersburg, FL February 11 
The Giant Ric Flair Albany, GA April 22 
Hulk Hogan The Giant Sturgis, SD August 10 
WWE INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Goldust Razor Ramon Fresno, CA January 21 
Goldust Savio Vega San Bernardino, CA’ April 1 
Ahmed Johnson Goldust Milwaukee, WI June 23 
Marc Mero Faaroog Hershey, PA? September 23 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley Marc Mero Fort Wayne, IN October 21 


'The title had been held up earlier in the evening after a controversial match between 
Goldust and Vega; this was a rematch. 

“This was a tournament final; Johnson had been forced to vacate the title after suffering a 
kidney injury in an altercation with Faarooq. 


WWF WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Shawn Michaels Bret Hart Anaheim, CA March 31 

“Psycho” Sid Vicious Shawn Michaels New York, NY November 17 

WWE WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Skip & Zip Henry & Anaheim, CA' March 31 
Phineas Godwinn 

Henry & Phineas Godwinn = Skip & Zip New York, NY May 19 

The Smokin’ Gunns Henry & Florence, SC May 26 
Phineas Godwinn : 

Owen Hart & The Smokin’ Gunns _— Philadelphia, PA + September 22 

Davey Boy Smith | 


‘This was a tournament final; The Smokin’ Gunns had been forced to vacate the title 
several months earlier when Billy suffered a neck injury. 





THE SPECIAL ISSUES 





YOU GOTTA HAV 1 





Year-end reviews! WrestleMania 
closeups! Insider polls! Anniversary 
celebrations! The incredible “PWI 500”! 
If you don’t have these color-packed 
special issues in your collection, you are 


missing out—big-time! These massive 
chunks of wrestling history can be 
yours for just $5 per copy! Supplies are 
very limited—order today! 





MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989—The Year \n 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
WrestleMania Vill, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-poge all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993. 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page edition features a bonus section: Wrestling insiders answer 50 


crucial questions in the 1994 “PW/ Poll!” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PWI! Included: 
The best and worst of the PW/ years, major title changes of the PW! years, a year-by- 
year review—in color!—and much more! 


back issue fo be delivered by airmail, International money 
orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


eee ee ee 


ONLY $5 EACH! MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


r 7 
! [1 MARCH 1990 Poraee Bei india co. ! 
fee pees FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 | 
| A PERS Please send me the special editions of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED I’ve checked. | 
; ’ | am enclosing $ as payment in full. ! 
! : ccomate 1994 In case of sellout, indicate substitute choice: | 
| ©) MARCH 1995 1 
| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY ! 
1 ©) WINTER 1995 
| Cl MARCH 1996 Address Apt. | 
i CI JUNE 1996 City 
| For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1 for 
1 every back issue to be delivered by round and $2 for every State Zip : 
L 5 
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MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 
predictions for 1995. 


JUNE 1995 This 88-page edition highlights the incisive “PW/ Poll" for 1995 as 
wrestling insiders address 50 vital questions. Plus: Cactus Jack, Sting, the Steiners, and 
more! 


SEPTEMBER 1995 Our sensational 88-page WrestleMania XI issue features 20 pages 
of coverage of this historic card! Included: A full-color centerfold of Diesel—with a 
complete career bio! 


WINTER 1995 The one you've been waiting for: Our 88-page collector's edition 
featuring the fifth annual installment of the “PW! 500"—n comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PW! Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions—they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 
Hogan, Yokozuna, and the WWF-WCW war! 
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MEMORIES OF 1996, 


Finally, we close out this year-end issue of Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED by asking our editors pick the most memorable and 
enduring moment of the past year. In doing so, we close the book on 1996 and look forward to the next 12 months. In 1997, we 
wish you and yours another year filled with health, happiness, and the best that professional wrestling has to offer. 





Stu Saks (Publisher): “| can deal with the underhanded business tactics employed by both the WWF and 
WCW in their war for wrestling market share. | can déal with bat-wielding thugs attacking innocent wrestlers 
simply to make the point that no action is beneath them in their quest for dominance. What | can’t deal with is 
the sight of a six-year-old kid swinging a rattan cane at his father, with his mother and another man looking 
on approvingly. With all the good that happened in wrestling this year, with the business thriving in a manner 
it hasn’t in more than five years, the Raven-Sandman-Tyler-Fullington mess is my enduring memory. Maybe | 
| am a pessimist.” 





AY ram Dave Lenker (Editor-in-Chief): “Okay, so 1996 will probably be best remembered as the year the 

"eka ~WCW-WWF war heated up, or the year of Hulk Hogan's betrayal, but one of my most enduring 
Stee memories is much more lighthearted. It was a chilly early-spring day when a down-on-his-luck 
} awe ©‘Diamond’ Dallas Page came to our offices. He was here because he needed a job, and he agreed 
om to work as a clerk for us. lf you saw the Summer 1996 issue of Wrestle America, you know that 
he lasted only a few hours, but | have to admit | enjoyed those few hours. Every time one of us 
asked Page to do something, he’d mumble under his breath and stomp off to do it. | felt a little 
sorry for him, but not much. He was reinstated in WCW a few months later, and |'m glad for that, 
| too. As much as | enjoyed ordering DDP around for a few hours, I'd much rather watch him in the 
ring. This guy has-gotten so good.” 





Bill Apter (Senior Editor): “The Outsiders’ attempted hostile takeover of WCW was the most 
newsworthy story of 1996..The sport was cruising along at a fair pace until the day Scott Hall | 
showed up on a WCW Monday Nitro broadcast with his ‘I’m better than anyone in this federation’ 
attitude. Then came Kevin Nash, and to top it all, the shocker of the year, Hulk Hogan joining them [4 ss 
to form the New World Order. The fact that the evil NWO was so readily accepted by a majority of ("= 
fans drove home the point that most people in this world don’t care about your methods anymore, 
just your results. Sad, isn’t it?” 





Brandi Mankiewicz (Managing Editor): “The world as we knew it came to an end when the almighty 
Hulk Hogan, defender of all that was good, turned against his loyal ‘Hulkamaniacs.’ Yeah, big deal. 
Hogan just finally gave in to the growing number of fans that already hated seeing his balding, 
muscle-bound body plodding around the ting pleading for an ego stroke. Hogan decided to use the 
fans’ venom to his advantage instead of remaining oblivious to their boos. Unfortunately for Scott Hall, 
Kevin Nash, and the rest of the ex-WWFers invading WCW, the NWO has turned into Hogan's stage, 
and he’s making the other members of this clique his fools. Did Hogan turn his back on his fans? No. 
Hogan just gave into their demands, pure and simple. We all should have known someone would find 
a cure for the plague of ‘Hulkamania.’ We just didn’t think it would be Hogan himself.” 





Jason Ross Lavin (Photo Editor): “When this company decided it would publish The Women [ae 

Of Wrestling, | was instructed to photograph as many of the sport's gorgeous ladies as 
possible in various settings. Sure, I'd rather crouch in front of a wrestling ring for three hours, 
photographing sweating, bleeding behemoths, but if the publisher wants me to take pictures 
of scantily clad vixens like Lady Alexandra instead, well, what can | say? I’m a company man.” 
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THE LEADER OF Tht PACH! 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing 
the wrestling arena (and the locker room) to 
the fans. No other wrestling magazine that 
covers the entire spectrum of the sport can 
boast of the same quality writers, editors, and 
photographers. PWI is acknowledged world- 
wide as the best! 


CHULUGIVE FEATURED! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete 
coverage of wrestling available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, fo the 
magnificent full-color centerfold—PWI 
brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI 
includes exclusive features you can't get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” .. . Eddie Ellner’s lively and contro- 
versial “Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive 
"Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
stars .. . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” .. . “Time Capsules” . . . And don’t 
forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced 
at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
it!) and any other specials we produce 
throughout the year! 


TWO WAYS 10 SUBSCRIBE! 
Order a 13-issue subscription to PWI and 

save 20% off the regular newsstand price! 
(Order a 26-issue subscription to PWI and 


receive a whopping 25% savings off the 
regular newsstand rate! 


Dont miss a single issue! 
aubscribe today| 
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Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $43.20 for 13 issues ($65.30 airmail); $82.30 for 26 issues ($126.50 airmail). 
International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
3807/06-95 
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2 
W Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | 
(| | am enclosing $32.80 for a one-year (13-issue) subscription—a 20% savings off the | 
newsstand price! 1 

(J |am enclosing $61.50 for a two-year (26-issue) subscription—a full 25% savings off the 
newsstand rate! 

| 

Please indicate method of payment: | 
[| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) | 
J VISA (| MasterCard | 
Card #: | | 1 
| I 
Signature: Expiration Date: = / 
| MO/YR = 

Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 : 

Name _ | 
Address Apt. | 
City __ State Lip | 




















When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 

and you'll be the first to learn about . 





Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a*letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 
TB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. | 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costypé@r minute in the =) 
United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and AQp at all weed Wiles incl. VAT. 


Kids, get. your parents’ permissio 
_ BCM Box 6424, London WCIN XX 








